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bera Elokim, God created the heavens and the earth! And
if Mr. Stevens be not ignorant of the true meaning of the
Hebrew word bera, created, he wilfully perverts it 2 Again.
(3) Mr. Stevens says, ““ That the visible world was formed
““out of pre-existent matter, may be readily conceived— that
““the words under consideration, (Gen. i. 1,) do not demon-
“ strate, that matter had no existence before God began to
““CREATE this visible world.” (P. Ist. Let. 38.) To which
1 reply, that this visible world could not be ereated outof
pre-existent matter, becauseTo cREATE signifies to_jorm out
of nothing ; therefore the words under cousideration do de-
monstrate that, which Mr. Stevens pexies: and in further
proof thereof, the Scripture saith, “By faith we understand
“that the worlds were framed Ly the word of God, so that
things which are seen were NOT MADE OF THINGS WHICH DO
ApPEAR,—and thierefore this visible world wasnot createdof
pre-existent matter! Ieb. ix. 3.

Again.—Mr. Stevens says, ““there certainly is no ab-
“surdity,nor any thing UNREASONABLE in «llowing the world,
“where we dwell to l.:ve been formed LONG A¥TER the com-
“mencement of time.” (S.D. 203.) Reader,thisis the Ash-
dod tongue of a depraved reasoner, for the faith of God’s
elect will not allow any thing respecting the creation of the
world, or of time, for which it has not, “Thus saith the
Lord.” And, what saith the Scriptures, “If any man speat:,
“let him speak as the oracles of God; (Pet.iv. 11.) 7o the
“LAW and to the TEsTIMONY 1 if they speak Not according

s“thou eat bread till thow relurn wnko the ground, FOR OUT OF IT WAST
““THOU TAKEN; for dust thon wart, AND UNTO DUST SHALT THOU RE-
““1orN.” (Gen. iii. 19.) T'his solemn truth is confirmed by the Geologists,
for they testify, that there are no antedeluvien organick remains of man to
be found; whereas they have discovered organick remains of animals that
existed before the flood.  We have, therefore, in the testimony of the Geolo-
gists, a proof of the truth of God's own word, by the organick remains of
animals: for manreturus to dust pursuant tothe sentence pronounced upon the
fall.  Would not freethinkers have questioned, if not have rejected, thetruth
of the Holy Scriptures, if there had been any antediluvian organick remains
of man? Might they not say that man did notreturn to dust # And shall God’s
revealed account of the creation be questioned, Lecause there are organick
remaips of animalsin proofufthe deluge, whilstthere are uone of man inproof
of his return to dust, and in proof of the veracity of God? The Reader,
however, should remember that the Jnan pre-existerian Sadducees do not
believe inthe originality of man, nor in the resurrection of the dead, nor in
the Holy Scriptures, for in their opinion, the soul constitutes the man.



