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whom he made fatisfaction, and brought in
a righteouinefs, were juftified in him, which
feems to be the meaning of that Jcrip-
ture ™, “ Who was deliver’d for our of-
fences, and was raifed again for our juftifi-
cation,” ‘This juftification of the ele&,
at the refurrection of Chrift, and upon the
foot of the oblation and facrifice, al-
ready offer'd up, 1s acknowledged by many
excellent and judicious divines; fome of
whom, tho’ they only allow a decretive ju-
ftification from eternity; yet aflert a real
and compleat one at the refurreCtion of
Chrift, on the account of his actual oblation
and facrifice. Dr. Ames {ays °, that « The
« fentence of juftification was, 1. As it
“« were conceived in the mind of God, by

¢« the decree of juftifying., 2. Pronoun-
¢« ced in Chrift our Head, when he rofe

« from the dead.” Thelearned Hoornbeck,

fumming up the tenets of the people called
Antinomians in England, takes notice of
their fentiments concerning juftification,
and obferves, that the difference between
them and others, ¢« May ° eafily be recon-

« ciled,

m Rom, 1v. 28.

" Sententta haec futt, 1. In mente Det quali concepta per
decretum juftificandi. 2. Fuit in Chrifto capite noftro a mor-
tuis jam refurgente pronunciata. Amef. Medull. Theolog,
L1 c 27, g- Qe

° Quod levi negotio componi poteft diftinguendo juftifica-
tiongm afivam & paffivam : illa eft altio Dei juftificantis

haec iftius terminatio & applicatio ad confcientiam fidelium,
Illa
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¢ ciled, by diftinguithing juftification intf)
« active and paflive ; the former, fays he, 18
« thea@of Godjultifying; thelatter theter-
« minationandapplication of it to the con-
« {ciences of believers. 'The one was done
<« 4t Chrift’s fatisfaction ; the other is, when
« a perfonauallybelieves.” And, a lictle
after, he adds; « Juftification was defign’d
« for us from all eternity, in the decree of
« predeftination; promifed immediatelyaf-
« ter the fall, wrought at the deathand re-
« furrection of Chrift, (for thefe are to be
s« joined together, Rom. vill. 34.) being, at
« the one, merited by Chrift, and, at the
« other, declared and ratified by God.”
Witfus, who engaged as a Moderator in
the Antinomian and Neonomian controver-
fies, moved here in England, {ays: <« Chrift

¢« verily ? was jlif’ciﬁed, when God raifed
¢ him from the dead, and gave an acquit-

“ tance for the payment made by Chrift,

Illa fa&ta eft cum Chrifti facisfactione, haee fa&a quando
quis actu credit.mwe———Jultificatio defiinata nobis eft ab omni
aeternitate, in decreto praedeftinarionis ; promiffa mox poft
lapfum, faéta in Chnilti morte & refurrcétione, (conjungenda
etenim haec funt, Rom. viii, 34.) 1bi a Chrilto merita, hic 3
Dec declarata & ratihabita,  Hoormbeck, Summ, Controv. lib.
10. de Browniflis, p. 705.

P Sane Chriftus jultificatus eft, quando Deus cum ex mor-
tuis {ufcitavie, & apocham praeftitac a Chrifto & acceptae i f&
{olutionis dedit. Idemque Chriftus fufcitatus cft ad noftri ju-
fiificationem, Romz, iv. 2§, Nam quum ipfe juftificabarur,
fimul uftificabantur ele®iin 1pfo, quippe quorum gerebat per-
{fonam. Witf. Antmad, Irenic. ¢ 10, §. 2,

G2 « and
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« and accepted by him: And the fame
¢« Chrift was raifed again for our juftifica-
¢« tion, Rom.1v. 2. For when he was ju-
< ftified, the elect were juftified together
¢ in him, forafmuchas he was their Repre-
« fentative.” And, not to forget our great
Dr. Goodwin, who obferves 9, that * At
« the iftant when he, 7. e, Chrift, arofe,
« God then performed a farcher aét of ju-
¢ ftification towards him, and us in him,
« admitting him, as our Advocate, into the
¢« actual pofleflion of juftification of life,
t« acquitting him from all thofe fins, which
«« he had charged upon him. Therefore
« we read, that as Chrift was made fin in
e« his life and death, {o that he was jufti-
«« fied alfo, 1 Tem. 11, 16. And that he
¢ fhould be thus jufuified, 1s not {poken of
t« him, abftraétly confidered in himfelf, but
te a5 he hath us conjoined in him, and as he
¢« connotates us.” And, a little after he
fays: « Aswhen he afcended, we afcended
#¢ with him, (and therefore we are faid now
t to fit together with him in heavenly
¢ places, Eph. ii. 6.) {0, when he was jufti-
« fied, we were juftified alfo in him. And,
“ gs it may be faid, Adam condemned us
* all, and corrupted us all whenhe fell, fo
“ did Chrift then perfe& us all, and God
* juftified us all, when he died and rofe

% VO]: IVa Pal'o T pc 303’ IOG. .
55 agaln’,b
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«« again” Some divines call this a virtual
juftification: The phrafe, I confefs, 1s un-
intellighle to mc. The famous Parker -
calls it an actual juitification, both of
Chrift and us. His wordsare thefe: ¢ Chrift
« is faid to be juftified when he rofe again,
« 1 Tim. it 16. and we to be then juftified
¢ in him, Rom. iv. 27. becaufe the dif-
« charge, 7. e. his Father’s raifing him up,
« was an aétual juftification of him from
¢ the fins of others, for which he had fa-
«« tisfied, and of us from our own fins, for
s« which he became a Surety.” Thofe
who affert there is no juftification he-
fore faith, ought duly to confider this
argument, {o well founded in feripture,
and fo agreeable to the fentiments of great
and good men. But,

¢, I fhall go a ftep higher, and endea-
vour to prove, that ail the elect of God are
juftified from eternity. When, I fay, the
ele@ of God are juftified from eternity, I
do not think, that they had an actual pet-

fonal exiftence from eternity, though they
had a reprefentative one in Chrift ; or that

r Juftificatus Chriftus dicitur cum refurrexit, 1 7. iiL 16,
Nofque in co refurgente juftificact, Rom.iv. alt, Quia 1ftafoa
lutio, 1, e, fufcitatio Patris, affualis juftificatio fuie, illius
quidem 4 peccatis aliorum pro quibus faris-dederit, mfrum

vero 4 peccatis propriis pro quibus ille vadimonium praeflicit,
Parker, de dcfcenfu Chrifii ad interos, L 3. §. 30, p. 59.

an
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an actual payment of therr debts, or an
actual fatisfaction for their fins was then
made by Chrift, though he engaged to
do it; nor do I intend juftification from
eternity, in fuch a fenfe, as to fet afide the
imputation of Adam’s fin to the condemna-
tion of the ele® in him, or to render
Chrift’s bringing in an actual righteoufnefs
in time unneceflary, or to make faith ufe-
lefs in our juftification, in our own con-
{ciences, as, I hope, I fhall fhortly make
appear : Yet, on the other hand, I mean
more by juftification from eternity, than
merely God’s prefcience, or fore-knowledge
of it, to whom ¢ all his fworks are known,
from thebeginning of the world, &7’ Zivos,
from eternity;” more thana mere refolution
and purpofe to juftify his ele in time, he
“ calling * things that are not, as though
they were;” or, in other words, more than a
decretive juftification,as fomedivines call it,
who apprehend that God’s elect can, in no
other fenfe, be faid to be juftified from
eternity, than they may be {aid to be fanéti-
fied or glorified from eternity, becaufe he
had decreed to fanctify and glorify them:
I fay, I mean more than this, and af-
fert, with Dr. Ames, that juftification « Is
‘¢ a fentence conceived in the mind of Gad,

T AGs xv, 18, ¥ Rom. iv. 17,

13 by
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«« by the decree of juftification;” that this
is an act in God, all whofealls are eternal ;
that this is the grand original fentence of
juitification ; of which that pronounced
on Chrift, as our Reprefentative, when he
rofe from the dead, and that which is pro-
nounced by the Spirit of God in the con-
{ciences of believers, as well as that which
will be pronounced before men and an-
oels, at the general judgment, are no other
than {o many repetitions, or renewed
declarations ; that this includes the whole
compleat ¢ffe of juitification, being, as Mr.
Rutherford  obferves, ¢ Aninternaland im-
« manent a¢t in God, and not tranfient up-
<« onan external {ubje@. Of which fort,adds
« he, are the a¢ts of eletion and reprobation,
« which have their whole compleat being
« before the perfons elefted, reprobated,
“ or juftified, either begin to be, live or
« believe, or do any thing good or evil.”
In one word, I apprehend, that as God’s
eternal decree of election of perfonsto ever-
lafting life, is the eternal eleGion of them;

v Juflificare fumitur vel altive, pro a&u Dei judiciali, vel
paflive feu terminative, proutin credentem terminatur ; priore
modo eft aftus 1n Deo internus & immanens, non tranfiens in
fubjectum externum; cujus modi a&us funt ele@io & reprobatio,
quae habent totum efle completum, priufquam homines elefti,
reprobat1 aut juftificati vel effe, vivere, credere incipiant, ali-
quid boni vel mali faciunts Rutherford, Apnlog. Exercitat.
exercy Iv 6 2. (. 20,

fo



48 The Doctrine of Fuflsfication.

fo God’s will, decree, or purpofe, to jufti-
fy his eleCt, 1s the eternal juftification of
them ; though his eternal will o fan&ify
them is not an eternal fancification of
them ; becaufe fanCtification is a work of
God’s grace upon us, and within wus, and
{o requires our perfonal exiftence. Juftifi-
cation is an act of God’s grace towards us,
is wholly without us, entirely refides in
the divine mind, and lies in his eftimation,
accounting and conftituting us righteous,
through the righteoufnefs of his Son; and
{o required neither the actual exiftence of
Chrift’s righteoufnefs, nor of our perfons,
but only that both fhould certainly exift in
time. For the further confirmation and
illuftration of this truth, let the following
things be obferved.

(1.) That there is an eternal eletion of
perfons to everlafting life, and that the ob-
jets of juftificationare God’s ele¢t: «Who
fhall * lay any thing to the charge of God’s
elet? it is God that juftifieth.” Now, if
God’s ele, as fuch, can have nothing laid
to their charge, butare, by God, acquitted,
difcharged, and juftified ; and, if they bore
this charater of elet from eternity, or
were chofen in Chrift before the world be-
gan, then they muft be acquitted, difcharged,

* Rom, viil, 33,
and
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and juftified by God from eternity, {o as
nothing could be laid to their charge. Be-

fides, ele@ing grace before the world began;
put them in Chrift: « He ¥ hath chofen us
in him, before the foundation of the world.”
And if ele@ing grace then put them in
him; they muft be confider’d as righteous
in him ; no man can be confider’d in
Chrift as an unrighteous perfon, or as un-
juftified, or asin a ftate of condemnation;
And, I think, we may be allowed to argue
an eternal juftification frometernal election,
fince eternal juftification is a branch of it;
and, as {fuch, as one ? obferves, ¢ Is the

““ Father’s eternal purpofe and agreement
“ with his Son, that the ele&t thould be
‘ everlaftingly righteous in his fight, in
 the righteoufnefs of this dear Son of
¢ his; in which a& he conftituted and or-~
‘“ dained them {o to be:” And this aét, as

the fame excellent perfon obferves?, is
no other than * fetting apart the elet
alone to be partakers of Chrift’s righ-
teouinefs, and fetring apart Chrift’s righte-
oulnefs for the elect only.” I think, we
may fafely conclude, that if there is an
eternal election of perfons in Chrift, there
muit be an eternal acceptance and juftifi-
¥ Eph, 1. 4,

% Mr, Davis, in his letter to Mr. Beart, publifhied in Mr,

Mauyice's Monuments of Mercy, p. 83.
4 Ibid. 2. 85. :
H gation
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cation of them in him; fince, as he always
was the beloved of his Father, in whom he
is ever well pleafed, {o he always has gra-
cioufly accepted of, and is well pleafed
with all his ele¢ in him,

(2.) That there was, from all eternity,
a covenantof grace and peace made betyeen
the Father and the Son, on the account of
thefe ele¢t perfons, when all the bleflings
of grace, and promifes of life, provided
and fecured in that covenant, were put In-
to the hands of Jefus Chrift for his people ;
and, though they had then no perfonal or
attual exiftence, yet they had a reprefenta-~
tive Being in Chrift, 1n whom they were
then ¢ blefled® with all {piritual bleflings.”
And, if with all {piritual bleflings, then
with this of juftification, which was no
inconfiderable part of that ¢ grace ¢ which
was given us in Chrift Jefus, before
the world began.” But I can’t exprefs this
better than in the words of Dr. Goodwiz,
who, {peaking of the time of juftification,
faysd: <« The firft progrefs, or {tep, was
‘“ at the firlt covenmant-making and ftri-
“ king of the bargain from all eternity:
“ We may fay, of all {piritual bleflings in
“ Chrift, what is faid of Chrift, that ¢ his

f¢ goings forth are from everlafting.” Ju-
bEphoi 3. C2Timi, 9, ¢ Vol IV, Par Io

Ps 104, 109s '
¢« {tified
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« ftified then we were, when firlt eletted #
« though not in our own perfons, yet in
« our Head, as he had our perfons then
«« given him, and we came to have a being
¢« and intereftin him: ¢ Youare in Chrift,”
« (faith the apoftle) and {fo we had the
« promife made of all {piricual bleflings in
« him, and he took all the deeds of" all
¢« in our name; fo in Chrilt we were
« blefled with all {piritual bleflings, Eph.
« 1, 3. As we are blefled with all other,
« {o with this alfo, that we were juftified
« then in Chrift. 'To this purpofe 1s that
« place, Rom. viil. j0. where he {peaks of
« all thofe bleflings which are applied to
« us after redemption, as calling, juftifica-
“ tion, glorification, as of things already
« paft and done, even then when he did
« predeftinate us: Whom he hath predetti-
« nated, them he hath called, them he
« hath juftified, them he hath glorified.
« He {peaks it as in the time paft; neither
« {peaks he thus of thefe bleflings, as paft
« fimply in regard of that prefence, in
« which all things {ftand before him from
«« eternity ; all chings paft, prefent, and to
“ come, being to him as prefent: Nor
“ doth he {peak it only in regard of a re-
« {folution, or purpofe, taken up to call
‘ and juitify, he calling things thar are not
“ as thougly they were, Rom.iv. 17. For

H 2 “ thus
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thus it may be faid of all his other
works towards the creatures in common,
that he hath created and preferved them
from everlafting : But in a more {pecial
relation are thefe bleflings decreed faid
to have been beftowed, becaufe, though
they exifted not in themfelves, yet they
exifted really in.a Head that reprefented
them and us, who was by to anfwer for
them, and to undertake for them, which
other creatures could not do; and there
was an a¢tual donation and receiving of
all thefe for us, (as truly as a feoffee in
troft may take lands for one unborn)
by virtue of acovenant made with Chrift,
whereby Chrift had all our fins imputed
to him, and fo taken off from us, Chrift
having then covenanted to take all our
fins upon him, when he took our per-
fons to be his; and God having cove-
nanted not to impute {in unto us, but to
look at him for the payment of all, and
at us as difcharged. Of this feems that
place, 2 Cor. v. 19. evidently to {peak,
as importing that everlafting tranfa-
¢tion, “ God was in Chnit, reconciling
the world unto himfelf, not imputing
their trefpafles to them,” 2. e. not impu-
ting them then when he was reconciling us

unto himfelf in Chrift. So as then God

- told Chrift, as it were, (for 1t was a real

¢ cove-
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““ covepant) that he would look for his
“ debt and fatisfaGtion of him, and that
“ he did let the finners go free; and fo
“ they are, in this refpet, juftified from
“ all eternity. And, indeed, if the pro-
‘“ mife of life was then given us, (as the
“ apolftle Paul fpeaks, Tsz. 1. 2.) then alfo
« juftification of life, without which we
“ could not come tolife. Yet this i1s but
“ the inchoation, though it be an eftating
«“ us into the whole tenure of life.”

(3.) Chrit was fet up from everlafting,
as the Mediator of this covenant : His go-
ings forth, and a&ing therein, on the be-
half of his people, were of old, from ever-
lafting. He then engaged to be a Surety for
them, and was accepted of by God the Fa-
ther as fuch, who thence forward, to ufe the
Doctor’s words, juft now cited, looked for
his debt, and expected fatisfaction of him,
and let the finners go free, for whom he
engaged. Lookingat him for the payment,
he looked at them as difcharged ; and they
were {0 1n his eternal mind, and, in this
refpect, were juitified from eternity. And,
indeed, 'tis a rule that will hold good,
“ Thatas foon as any one °becomesa Surety

¢ Qua fimul ac vas aliquis fit pro altero, alter flatim libe-

vatur, [ vas ifte acceptatur,  Maccov, Theol, Quaclls loc, 31

Quact, 6,

for
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for another, the other 1s immediatcly freed,
if the Surety be accepted ;” which is the
cafe here. And it is certainly moft pruden-
tial, when a man has a bad debt, and has
good fecurity for it, to have his eye upon
the bondfman or {furety for payment, and
not upon the principal debtor, who will
never be able to pay him.

(4.) That as foon as Chrift became a
Surety, the fins of all thofe perfons, for
whom he became a Surety, were reckoned
and accounted to him ; and, if accounted to
him, then not to them; if they were laid
to his charge, then not to theirs; and, if he
was anfwerable for them, then they were
difcharged from them. If there was an 1m-
putation of them to him, then there muit
be a non-imputation of ’em to them;
which the apoftle plainly intimares, when
he fays §, « God was in Chrift, 2. e. from
everlafting, reconciling the world unto him-
felf, not imputng their trefpafles unto
them.” Witfius ¢, citing this text of {crip-
ture, fays: ¢ God hathreconciled the whole
«« world of his elet together to himfelf,

f 2 Cor.v. 10
S Deus totum eletorum fuorum mundum [imul fio: recon-

ciliavit, proaunciavitque, fe non mpwiaturum iis offenfas
fuas, atque 1d proprer Chrifti confummatam fatisfaCtionem,
> Cor, V. 19. per me 1taque licet, ut haec Det attio, generalis
cleCtorum juitificatio dicatur, J¥2¢/, Animady, Irenic. c. 10,
0. 2 3
¢ ana
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tt and hath declared, that he will not ims-
« pute thelr tre{pafles to them, and that
« hecaufe of the confummate fatisfaction
« of Chrift, 2 Gor. v. 19. wherefore, fays
« he, I am of opinion, that this a& of
«« God may be called the general juftifica-
« tion of the elect.” Nor ought it to be
thought ftrange, foreign, or far fetched,
that the juftification of God’s people is in-
fer’d from the imputation of their fins to
Chrift, and the non-imputation of them
to them ; fince the apoftle Pau/, in Rom.
v. 6, 7, 8. hasio manifeftly deduced, and
{trongly concluded the imputation of righ-
teoufnefs, which is the ratio formalis of
juftification, from the non-imputation of
{in, and remiffion of it.

() That God from eternity willed to
to punifh fin, not in the perfons of the
cle&t, but in the Perfon of Chrift, their
Surety. That 1t 1s the will of God to
punifh fin, not in his people, but in his
Son, Is plain and manifeft, from his « fet-
ting humup®” in his purpofes, * to bea pro-
pitiation for their fins;”" from his fending
him forth 1in the likenefs of finful fleth, to
condemn fin in the fleth; and from his be-
ing made both fin and a curfe for them,
that they might be made the righteoufnefs
of God in him. This will was notified

B Rom, iil. 25, wesilero, fore-ordained.
{o
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to man, quickly after the fall, though it
did not then begin, for no new will can
arife In God; he wills nothing in time,
but what he willed from eternity. If it
was God’s eternal will not to punith fin i
his people, but in his Son, then they weré
eternally difcharged, acquitted from fin,
and {ecured from everlafting wrath and de-
ftruction ; and, if they were eternally dif-
charged from fin, and freed from punifh-
ment, they were eternally juitified. Dr.
Twiffe makes the very quiddity, or effence,
of juftification and remifiion of fins, which
he takes to be the fame, to lie in God’s
will not to punifh. His words are thefe
« Forgivenels " of fin, if you regard the
« quiddity of it, is no other than a nega-
« tion of punifhment, ora will not to pu-
« nifh: Be it therefore, that to forgive

« {in is no other than to will not to punifh;
« why, this will not to punifh, as it is an

h Remiflio enim peccatorum, fi quiddicatem infpicias, ni-
hil aliud eft, quam aut punitionis negatio, aut volitionis pu-
niendi negatio. Sit ergo, peccata remittere nihil aliud quam
nolle punire. At hoc nolle punire, ut aftus immanens in
Deo, fuit ab aeterno. Twiff. Vindiciae Gratiae, 1. . par, 2.
0. 25. p. 194, To awhich Mr. Eyres agrees, in bis Free Fufti-
fcation of & Sinner, &c. p. 89, 91. where be gives thefe tawo
seafons for it,———1. Becaufe it agrees with the definition the
Plalmift and Apoftle give of jufiification, Plal, xxxil. 1,2. Rom,
W. 6, 7.~——2, Becaufe by it God's elelt are acquitted and
difcharged from their fins, and fecured from avrath and defiru-
&ion. Mr. Rutherford feems to be of the fame mind, Exerci-
tat: Apolog. cxerc, I. ¢, 2. §. 20,

¥ *mmas
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¢« immanent a& in God, was from eter-
“ nity.”

(637 That the faints under the Old Tefta-
ment were juftified by the fame righteouf=
nefs of Chrift, as thefaints unde- the New;
and that before the oblation, or facrifice,
was actually offered up, cr the everlating
righteoufnefs wasaltually brought in; before
an actual payment of debts was made, oran
actual fatisfaCtion for finsgiven, For Chrift’s
blood, when it was {hed, was thed « for the
remiffion of fins that were paft’:” And his
death was ¢ for the redemption of tranf-
oreflions that were under the firft Tefta-
ment.” Now if God could, and did, a&u-
a]ly juftify fome, having taken his Son’s
word as their Surety, upon a view of his
future righteoufnefs, three or four thou-
fand years before this righteoufnefs was
atually wrought out; why could he not, and
why may it not be thought that he did, ju-
ftify all his elet from eternity, viewing the
{fame future righteoufnefs of Chrift, which
he had engaged to work out for them, and
which he knew full well he would workout;
fince, tho’ they had not then an adtual, yet
they had a reprefentative Being in Chrifk
their Head ? But I proceed,

' Rom. 1ii, 2§, 26, Heb. ix. 14,

|| Secondly,
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Secondly, To thew that the juftification,
which 1s by, at, or upon believing, is not
properly juitification, but the manifeftation
of it. The phrafe we frequently meet
with in {cripture, of being « juftified by
faith,” muft be underftood either in a
proper or in an improper fenfe : Thofe
who underftand it in a proper fenfe, make
the ~¢ credere, or the a& of faith, to be
imputed for juftification; or, in other
words, to be the martter of it; or to be ac-
cepted of God in the room of a legal
righteoufnefs : This is the way the Pa-
pifts ¥, Socinians ', and Remonfirants take,
On the other hand, found Proteftant di-
vings underftand the phrafe inan improper,
tropical, or metonymical fenfe 5 and fay,
thar faith intends neither the habit; nor the
act of faith; becaufe then our juftification
would be placed in that which is a part,and
a principal part of fanctification; nor would
there be a proper antithefis, or oppofition,
between faich and works,” in the bufinefs of
juftification: Therefore by faith theyunder-
ftand, and very rightly, the object of faith,
asin Gal.iii.27. “Butbefore faith came, &'c.”
¢, e. before Chrift, the Obje& of faith,

¥ Vid. Riget, Summ. Controv. Tra&. 4. Qlaeﬂ. 2¢ Amef,
Bellarmin. Enerv, Tom.1V. 1 6. cap. 1,

] Vid' Pekjg Ha]mon. Rcmonﬁmnto & SOCin. Pa ISI)
162,

€ame .
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came : So that we may be faid to be jufti-
fied by faith objectively, the a&t of faith
being put for the object of it; the reafon
of which 1s, becaufe ’tis to faith that this
object is revealed. Faith is the recipient of
it; ’ts the grace by which the foul lays
hold on, apprehends, and embraces Chrift’s
righteoufnefs, as its juftitying righteoufnefs
before God. So that when we are faid to
be juftified by faith, it is to be underftood
not in a proper, but in an improper, tropi-
cal, or metonymical fenfe; faith being
not our juftification it felf, but the evidencs
of it, For,

Faith adds nothing to the ¢ffe, but to the
bene effe of juitification. Juftification 1s a
compleat alt 1n God’s eternal mind, with-
out the being or confideration of faith;
that is to {ay, God does not juiftify any be-
caufe they believe in Chrift, nor on the
forefight of their future faith in him. A
man is not more juftified after faith, than
he 1s before faith in God’s account ; and,
after he has believed, his juftification don’e
depend upon his aéts of faith ; for though
‘¢ we ™ believe not, yet he abides faicthful”
to his covenant-engagements wich his Son.
Faith, indeed, 1s of great ule for our com-
forrable apprehenfion of 1it; without this

My Tim. 1. I3,

12 grace
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orace we neither know, nor can claim,
our intereft In it; nor enjoy that peace of
confcience, which is the happy refult of
it. Bug,

Faith has no manner of caufal influence
upon our juftification. It is not the impul-
five, or moving caufe of 1t, for that is the
orace of God ; not the efficient caufe of 1,
for it is God that juftifies ; nor is it the
matter of it, for that is the obedience and
blood of Chrift; nor is it an inftrument,
or inftrumental caufe of it, which is no
other than a lefs principal efficient caufe.
For, as Mr. Baxter himielf well argues °:
¢ If faith be the inftrument of our juftifi-
¢ cation, it 1s the inftrument either of God,
“ or man. Not of man, for juftification is
¢ God’s act; he is the {fole Juftifier, Rom.
€ jii, 26, man doth not juftify himfelf:
«« Nor of God, for it is not God that be-
« lieveth.” Nor 15 1t caufa fine qua non,
or that without which a man cannot be
juftified in the fight of God. For, I hope,
I have already proved, that all God’s elect
are juftified in his fight, and in his ac-
count, before faith; and if before faith,
then without 1t. Befides, all ele& infants,
dying in infancy, are compleatly juftified,

d" Apherifm 46, See Eyrc’s Free Ynftification, &c. p. 69,
Eds 2

who
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who are not capable of the 70 credere,
or act of believing in Chrift, whatever may
be faid for the habit of faith in them.

Faith is the fenfe, perception, and evi-
dence of our juftification. Chrift’s righte-
oufnefs, as juftifying, is < revealed from
faith to faith.” Itis that grace wherebythe
{oul, in the lightof the divineSpirit, beholds
a compleat righteoufnefs in Chrift, having
{een its guilt, pollution, and mifery; when
it is enabled to renounce its own righteoui-
nefs, and {ubmit to the righteoufnefs of
Chrift, which 1t putson by faith, asits gar-
ment of juftification, whichit rejoices in, and
oives him the glory of ; the Spirit of God
bearing witnefs with his Spirit, that he is
a juftified Perfon. And fo he comes to be
evidently and declaratively < juftified in
the name of the Lord Jefus, and by the
Spirit of our God.”

Now neither the manifeftation of juftifi-
cation to our coniciences, by the Spirit of
God; nor our fenfe and perception of itby-.
faith, are properly our juftification: For
they both relate to {fome prior a& or fen-
tence, wherein the very effence of the thing
lies. The pardon of a criminal is com-
pleat, when figned and fealed by the king,
Neither the act of bringing it to the crimi-
nal, nor his act of receiving it, is his par-
don ; tho’ both are neceflary to his know-

ledge
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ledge of it, and to his pleading it in court;
as well as to the peace, quiet, and fatif-
faction of his mind. Whena man is juftified
andacquitted 1n court, and hath the copy of
his indi¢tment given him, who will fay the
copy of his inditment is his juftification or
acquittance, and not the judgmentandact of
the court? For a man may be truly and le-
gally acquitted, and yet not have the copy
of his indiGment. For a man to have the
copy of his inditment may be of great
{fervice in fome cafes, and be a good tefti-
monial of his acquittance; but it Is not the
thing it felf. Juft o, neither the intima-
tion of the fentence of juftification, made
to our confciences by the Spirit of God ;
nor our fenfe and perception of it by faith,
{o intimated, 1s, ftri¢tly and properly {peak-
ing, our juftification: For, if they were,
then believers themfelves might be without
1t, fince they may be without thofe intima-
tions of the blefled Spirit, and a comforta-
ble fenfe and perception of their juftifica-
tion by faith; which feemsto be the cafe of
Dav:d, when he {aid °: « Reftore unto me
the joy of thy falvation, and uphold me
with thy free Spirt.”

What I have now faid, I think, perfe@-
ly agrees not only with the {criptures of

° Pfal, 11 12
fruth,
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truth, but with what fome of the beft and
foundeft divines have faid on this {ubjeét.
T have already obferved ?, that Dr. Ames
fays, that « The teftimony of the Spirit
« js not fo properly juftification, as it is
e« an aCtual perception of itbefore granted,”
As alfo what the judicious Pemble ¢ has af-
{erted, when, {peaking of juftification 7z fo-
70 confcientiae, he fays: It is ¢ but the reve-
¢ lation and certain declaration of God’s
« former fecret aét of accepting Chrift’s
« righteoufnefs to our juftification.” Be-
fides thefe, give me leave to add one or
two teftimonies more. Maccovius, {peaking
of the Arminian Tenet, < That we are not
juftified before we believe,” obferves, that
this miftake arifes from their not allowing
the diftin&ion of active and paflive juftifi-
cation, which he proves thus*: « [t js
““ faid of God that he juftiheth, Rom. iv, ¢,
“ and of us, that we are jultified, Chap. v.
« Not that there 15 a twofold juftification ;
 for paffive juftification, fays he, is im-

P See Pag. 11. 1 See Pag, 37.

¥ Dicitur de Deo quod juftificat, Rom. iv. 5. & de nobis
quod jultificamur, cap. 5. Non eft ergo propterea duplex ju-
ftificatio ; nam pafliva improprie dicitur juftificatio, & eft tan-
tum fenfus juftificationis altivae, Maccov. TewToy Jeudss,
Arminian. ¢, 10. Vid. etiam Theolog. Polem. c. t5.

Quaeft, 2.

« nroperly
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“ properly called jultification /, and is on-
“ ly the {fenfe of active juftification.” Mr.
Rutherford fays, that « Juftification, ta-
“ ken paffively, or in the termination of
“ it, is to declare a man living, and a-
“ é‘cually believing, righteous, by a judi-
“ cial a&, terminated upon the conicience
« of a gmlty finner, cited before the tri-
« bunal of God, and convicted of fin;
“ in which law-{uit the f{inner 1s ab{olved,
« and a&ually perceives and apprehends
«« the deciared abfolution, and by a fidu-
« cial ftay relies on Chrift, now reaching
« out the manifeftation of this fentence :
““ Yet, fays he, juftification in this form of
‘ fpeech fo ufual in the{criptures, doesnot
« fuppofe any new will in God, beginning
¢« in time, as the Armuntans with their
«« Socinus affert;but an intimation of God’s
« eternal will,nowmade to the conicience.”

* Jutificare terminative & paflive eft juftum hominem
& viventem, & attu credentem declarare, actu judiciali termi-
nato in confeicntiam peccatoris rel, & citati coram tremendo
Dei judicis tribunali, & peccatorum convidti ; quo lite forenfs
peccator abfolvitur, & abfolutionem declaratam aQu {cntit,
apprehendit, & fiduciali innixu in Chriftum, jam manife(tatio-
nem ills fententiae porrlgentem, recumbit. At vero 73 ju~
flificare, hac uficata in feripturis loquendi forma, non ponit
in Dco novam vohtzonem, jam In tempore incipientem, ut nu-
gantur Armintant cum fuo Socino; fed acternae Dei volitionis
intimattonem confcientiae jam fa&am. hazetorfc»t Exercrat.
Apolog. excre, 1. ¢, 2. §. 20,

I'll
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I'll conclude this Head with the words of
Dr, Twiffet: « Juftification and abfolution,
“ a5 they fignify an immanent alt of the
«« divine will, are from eternity : But the
«¢ external notification of this will, in man-
<« ner of a judicial and forenfic abfolution,
«« which is made by the Word and Spirit,
« at the tribunal of every one’s confcience,
« js that imputation of Chrift’s righteouf-
«« nefs, remiffion of fins, juftification, and
« abfolution, which follow faith. For
«¢ hereupon abfolution is pronounced, as it
«« were by the mouth of a judge, and fo
« that internal purpofe of abfolving, which
« was from eternity, is made manifeft,”
But I fhall now go on,

Thirdly, To confider the objections which
are made againft this dodtrine,

1. It 1s objected, that perfons cannot be
juftified before they exift, they muft Ze,
before they can /e juftified: Andthis is
firengthen’d with fome old trite philofo-

t juftificatio & abfolutio prout fignificant allum divinae
voluntatls immanentem, funt ab aeterno : Hujus autem vo-
luntatis norificatio externa, per modum abfolutionis cujufdam
judicialis & forenfis, quae fit per verbum & fpiritum, pro tribu-
nali confcientiac uniufeujufque ; haec eft 1lla juftitiae impuea-
tio, itemque peccatorum remiflio, & juftificatio atque abfo-
lutio, quae fidem confequitiir ; hinc emim fit ut quali ore judi-
cis pronuntietur abfolutie, eoque internum abfolvendi propofi-
tum, quod ab aeterno fuiry, manifeflatur, T/, Vindiciae
Gratiae, 1. 1, par, 2. (. 25, p. 197.

K phical
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phical maxims: As, Non enfis nulla funt
accidentia, nullae affectiones; accidentis effe,
eft 1neffe; ¢ Noaccidents can be predicated
of a non entity ; no affetions can be afcri-
bed to1t, &c.” Towhich I anfwer, with
Maccovius ©, That this 1s true of non enti-
ties, that have neither an ¢ffe aéfu, nor an
effe cognitum ; that have neither an altual
being, nor is it certain, or known, that
they fhall have any future being, But
God’s elect, though they have not an effe
affu, an actual being from eternity, yet
they have an effe cogmitum : It is certain,
by the prefcience and fore-knowledge of
God, that they fhall have one; for « known
unto God * are all his works from eter-
nity.” Befides, they have an effe reprefen-
tativum, a reprefentative being in Chrift g
which 1is more than other creatures have,
whofe future exiftencies are certain ; and
therefore they were ¢ blefled with all {pi-
ritual bleffings in Chrift, before the
foundation of the world?¥; and had
s« orace given them in Chrift before the
world began2”  Moreover, ¢ Juftification
¢ is a moral act *, which does not require

¥ Toe, Commun. ¢, 69. p. 609, * Als xv. 18,
y Eph, 1. 2. 22 Tin. 1. 9.

2 Jultificatio eft actus moralis, qui non requirit, ut fimul
fic fubjeCtum exiftens; fed fufhicic, ut aliquando exiftac,
Maccovs Theolog, Quaelt, loc, 31,

¢ the
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« the prefent exiftence of the fubjett;
«« it is enough, that it fhall exift fome
« time or other.” It 15, indeed, granted,
that juftification taken paffively, as it is
declared to, and pafles upon the con-
{cience, by the Spiritof God,and is received
by faith 5 that this requires the actual exi-
ftence of the fubjet, on whom it termi-
nates : But we are not {peaking of juftifi-
cation as a tranfient, but as an 1mmanent
aft ; not as received by us, but as it is in
God, who juftifies.

2. It is objeCted, that if God’s ele& are
juftified from eternity, then they were noc
only juftified before they themielves exift-
ed, but alfo from that which, as yet, was
not committed, z ¢ fin; and it feems abfurd
to fay, that they are juftified from fins, be-
fore they were committed, or any charge
was broughtagainit them for{in. To which
I anfwer: It is no more abfurd to fay, that
God’s ele&t are juftified from their fins, be-
fore they were committed, than it is to fay,
that their fins were imputed to Chrift, and
laid upon him, and he was delivered up to
juftice, and died for them, before they
were committed. And as this will not
be denied by thofe, who believe the
{ubftitution of Chrift in the room and
ftead of the ele®, the imputation of their
fins to him, and his plenary fatisfaction to

| K 2 divine
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divine juftice for them, by his fuffering3
and death ; fo 1t 1s an anfwer which ought
to be fatisfattory to them.

3. 'Tis {uggefted 2, ¢« Thac juftification,
¢ ftrictly {peaking, can’t be faid to be from
¢ eternity, becaufe the decree of juftifi-
¢ cation is one thing, and juftification
¢ it felf another ; even as God’s will to
¢ fave and fanctify 1s one thing, and falva-
¢ tion and fanétification it {elf another; and
“ therefore, though the decree is from eter-
““ nity, the thing it felf 1s not.”  Towhich
Ireply : 'Thatas God's decree to elect cer-
tain perfons to everlafting life and falva-
tion, is his election of them to everlafting
iife and falvation ; {o his decree, will, and
purpofe to juftify any, 1s his juftification
of them: For by, or through the decree
of juftification, as Dr. Ames exprefles it,
{which was before cbferved ®) the fentence
of juftification was conceived in God’s
mind; and, being there conceived, was
compleat and perfect. God’swill notto im-

“ Non putamus, accurate loquendo, juftificationem ipfam
polle dici acternam, quia aliud cft decretum juftificationis, a-
liud 1pfa jultificatio ; ut aliud cft voluntss falvandi & fanéufi-
candi, alind vero falus & fan&ificatio ipfa: voluntas feu de-
cretum de quibufdam juftificandis aeternum quidem eft ; & fi-
dem 1pfam praccedit, fed ipfa a&tualis juftificatio fit in tempore,
t_g‘: idcm fcquitm‘. ﬁf.ﬂ'é’tiﬂo Iﬂﬁi[ufg ThtiOlOg. TOII]. IL 10Ct Iﬁq
Quaelt, 9. §. 3. |

b See Pag, 42, 48, 47,

pite
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pute fin to his people, is the non-imputa-
tion of it to them; and his will to impute
Chrift’s righteoufnefs, is the imputation of
it to them. The fame may be faid of all
God’s immanent acts of grace concerning
us; fuch as eleCtion, &c. Whichare entire-
{y within him{elf, and do not require that
the objeCtfhould exift; only thatit certainly
thall exift fome time or other: But this can’t
be {aid of tranfient aéts, which produce a
real, phyfical and inherent change upon the
fubject. *Tis one thing for God to will to act
an act of grace concerning us, and another
thing to will to work a work of grace in
us. God’s will, in the former inftance, is
hisa&; 1n the latter 1t 1s not : Wherefore,
though God’s will to juftify is juftification
1t felf, becaufe juftification i1s a compleat
act in his eternal mind without us; yet his
will to fanétity is not fan&ification, becaufe
this i1s a work wrought 1n us. Hence it
appears, that there is not the fame reafon to
fay, we were created, called, fanctified, or
glorified from eternity ; as to fay, that we
were juftified from eternity. Becaufe, as
Mr. Eyres obferves ¢: ¢ Thefe import an
“ Inherent change in the perfon created,
““ called, glorified; which forgivenefs does
““ not, it being perfe& and compleat in

¢ Free Yrfification, &¢ P 94
“ the
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« the mind of God:” By which he meang

juftification.

4. It 1s obferved?, That the apoftle Pau/,
in recounting the feveral bleflings of di-
vine grace, in his famous chain of falva-
tion, Rom. viil. 30. places vocation before
juftification, as fomethingantecedent tq it;
from whence tis concluded, that vacation
1s, in order of time, before juitification.
"To which I reply: That the order of things
is frequently inverted in fcripture. The
Fewshave a faying ¢,that « There s neither
< firft nor laft in the law,” 7.e. 1t doesnotal-
ways obferve to put that firft which is firft;
and that laft which is laft; but frequently
changes the order; fo that nothing ftriétly is
to be concluded fromthence. Andas thisis
cbvious in the law, and in the other wri-
tings of the Old Teftament, fo it is in the
books of the New Teftament ; where ’tis
eafy to obferve, that the order of the three
Perfons in the Trinity is not always kept
to. Sometimes the Son is placed before

the Father, and fometimes the Holy Spiric

d Panlus exprefle hoc confirmat in catena falutis, bene-
ficta quae ex externo Det amore in cleftos manant ordine
recenfens, ub: vocattonem pracponit juftificationi, tanquam
aliquid antecedens, Romz, viil. 30. (Quos vocavit, €os juftiti-
cavie, Turvetin, ubi {upra, §. 4.

© MR TR DTN PR Tabid, Pefachim, fol.

¢, col. 2.

35
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s mentioned before the Father and the
Son. And though this may well exprefs
the equality there 1s between them ; yet it
ought not to be urged, to confound the
order among them. But; to confider the
inftanceof vocation before us: Let it be ob-
ferved, that this is fometimes placed before
election, as in 2 Pef. 1. 10. «“ Make your
calling and eleétion fure.” And yet none
but an Arminian, and carcely fuch an otie,
will infer from hence, that vocation, or
calling, is before eletion. And, on the
other hand, falvation is placed before voca-
tion, 2 Tim. 1. 9. *“ Who hath faved us,
and called us with an holy calling.” From
whence it may be as ftrongly concluded,
that falvation, and {o juftification, is before
vocation, as that vocation is before juftifi-
cation from the other text. If, indeed,
by juftification 1s meant the declarative fen-
tence of it upon the confcience, by the
Spirit of God, and received by faith ; ’twill
be allowed, that it follows vocation, and
that vocation precedes it.

§. * The feveral paflages * of feripture,
« where we are faid to be juftified by, or
¢ through faith, are urged, as declaring

£ Nec alio tendunt varia illa loca, ubi dicimur per fidem, &
fide jullificari, quam ut doceant fidem cffe aliquid ad juftifica-
tionem praerequifitum ; quod dici non potefty [ jultificatio ab

acterno falta fuiflet.  Turretin, fupra,
“ faith
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« faith to be a pre-requifite to juftification
« which cannot be, fay they, if juftifica-
« tion was from eternity.” To which I
anfwer: That thofe places of fcripture,
which {peak of juftification, by, or through
faith, do not militate againft, nor difprove
juftification before faith : For though jufti-
fication before, and by faith differ; yet they
are not oppofite and contraditory: Yea,
juftification by, or through faith fuppofes
juftification before faith. For if there was
no juitification before faicth, there can be
none by it, without making faith the caufe
or condition of it. As to thofe places of
{cripture, which {peak of juftification by,
or through faith, declaring faith to be a
pre-requifite tojuftification: Ireply, If by
a pre-requifite, 1s meant a pre-requifite to
the being of juftification, ’tis denied that
thofe fcriptures teach any fuch thing ; for
faith adds nothing to the being of juftifi-
catton: But if by 1t, 1s meant a pre-requi-
fite to the fenfe and knowledge of it, or to
a claim of intereft in it, it will be allowed
to be the fenfe of them. bBut a learned
author fays 8: That « to refer them to the
¢ f{enfe of juftification only, is weak, and
«« foreign to the mind of the apoftle Paul,”

€ Nam haec ad fenfum tantum juftificationis referre dilu-
tum ¢ft, & 2 Pault mente alicnum,  Twrretin, ib,

Buc
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But I muft beg leave to differ from him,
till fome reafons are given why it is {o.
But let us a little confider fome of the
fi:ripture’s which are infifted on: Perhaps
the words of my text may be thought to
ftare me in the face, and to furnifh out an
objection againft juftification, before faith,
when the apoftle fays : < And by him all
that believe are juftified.” From whence
it can only be infer’d, that all that believe
are juftified perfons, which no body de-
nies ; and they may be juftified before they
believe, for ought that the apoftle hers
fays. And if any one fhould think fit to
infer from hence, that thofe who believe
not, are not juftified, 1t will be allowed,
that they are not declaratively, or evi-
dentially juftified ; that they do not krow
that théy are; that they cannot receive
any comfort from it, nor claim any inte-
reft in juftification; but that they are not
juftified in God’s fight, or 1 Chrift the
Mediator, cannot be proved. Again; the
apoftle in 1 Cor. vi. 11. {ays of the Co-
rinthians, that they were  now juftified,”
as if they were not juftified before. But
this, I conceive, does not ac all militate
againft juftification before faith: For they
might be juftified 7z foro Dei, and in their
Head, Chrift Jefus, before this zow ; and }}rft
L, this
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this not till zow be juftified in their own con-
{ciences, and by the Spirit of God ; which,
it’s plain, is the juftification the apottle is
here{peaking of. But the grand text, which
1s urged to prove juftificationa confequent
-of faith, 1s Gal. 11. 16, “ Even we have
believed in Jefus Chriit, that we might be
juftified by the faith of Chrift.” Here
the apoftle is fpeaking of juftification, as
it terminates upon the confcience of a be-
liever : And this is readily granted to fol-
low faith, and to be a confequent of it;
for that none are juitified by faith until they
believe, is acknowledged byall. 'The apo-
{tle’smeaning then is, that we have believ’d in
Chrift, or have looked to him for juftifica-
tion, that we might have the comfortable
{enfe and apprehenfion of it, through faith
i1 him; or that we may appear to be jufti-
fied, or te expect juftification alone by
his righteoufnefs, received by faith, and
not by the works of the law. In the fame
light may many other {criptures, of the
fame kind, be confider'd.
6. 'Tis urged®: ¢ That juftification can=
¢ not be from eternity, but only in time,
“ when

B Liquet talem juftificatioriem non potuifle fieri ab acterno,
fed tantum in tempore, quum homo a&u credit & paeniten-
tiam agit ; alias fequerctur, eum, qui juftificatus, & per con-
fequens tranfiit d morte ad vitam, & Filius Dei factus }{:ﬁ &

aeres
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¢« when a man acually believes and re-
¢ pents ; becaufe elfe it would follow, that
« he, who is juftified, and confequently
«« has pafled from death to life, and is
« hecome a child of God, and an heir of
« eternal life, abidesftill in death, and is
« g child of wrath; becaufe he who is
« not converted, and lies in fin, abides in
« death, 1 Fobn iii. 14. and is of the de-
« vil, 1 Fobn iii. 8. and in a ftate of dam-
« pation, Gal. v. 21.” In order to {olve
this feeming difficulty, let it be obferved,
That God’s ele@ may be confidered un-
der two different Heads, and as related
to two different covenants at one and the
fame time. As they are the defcendants of
Adam, they are related to him, as a cove-
nant head, and, as fuch, finned in him.
and, through his offence, judgment came
upon them all to condemnation, and fothey
are all, by nature, children of wrath, even as
others. But then, as confider’d in Chrift,
they were loved with an everlafting love.
God chofe them in him before the foun-
dation of the world, and always viewed
and accounted them righteous in Chrift, in

haeres vitae acternae, adhue manere in morte, & cfle Filium
irae ; quia qui nondum converfus eft, & in peccato jacet,
manet in morte, I $ob.iil, 14. & elf ex diabolo, 1 b,
1, 8. & in flatn damnationisy Gal, Ve 21, Turretin, 1bid,

g 5.
L 2 whom
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whom they were eternally fecured from
everlafting wrath and damnation. So that
it 15 no contradition to fay, that the elet
of God, as they are in Adam, and accord-
jing to the covenant of works, are under
the fentence of condemnation ; and that as
they are in Chrift, and according to the
covenant of grace,and the fecrettranfactions
thereof, they are juftified and freed from all
condemnation. This is no more a contradi-
¢tion, than thatthey are loved with an ever-
latting love, and yet are children of wrath
at one and the fame time, as they certainly
are. Andagain, this is no more a contra-
di¢tion, than that Jefus Chrift was the Ob-
ject of his Father’s love and wrath at one
and the fame time: {uftaining two different
capacities, and flanding i two different
relations, when he f{uffered in the room
and ftead of his people.

7.  Tisobjeted : That thisdo&trine makes
aflurance to be of the eflence of faith. And,
indeed, {'think, that aflurance, in fome
degree or other of it, is effential to faith:
But thenbythisldon’tmean fuchanafiurance
as excludes all doubts and fears, and admits
of no allay of unbelief ; which the apoftle
calls , « The full affurance of faith,” and
is the higheft degree thereof. Nor do I

l HCb. Xa z:d

intend
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intend affurance in {o low a fenfe, as the
mere affurance of the object ; for this may
be in devils, in hypocrites, and formal pro-
feflors : But I mean an affurance of the ob-

ject with relation toa man’s felf in parti-
cular. As for inftance: That faith by
which a man is faid to be juftified, 1s not a
mere aflurance of the object, or a bare per-
fwafion that there 1s a juitifying righteouf-
nefs in Chrift; but that there is a juftifying
righteoufnefs in Chrift for him, and there-
forehe looks unto, leans, relies, and depends
on, and pleads this righteoufnefs for his ju-
ftification : Tho’ this aét of his may be
attended with many doubts, fears, que-
ftionings, and unbelief. And what is thort
of this, I cannot apprehendto be true faith
in Chrift, as the Lord our righteoufnefs.

3. It 15 objeted: That if juftification is
before faith, then there is no need of faith;
it 15 2 vain and ufelefs thing. To which
I anfwer, That though faith does not ju-
juftify us, it being neither the whole, nor
the part of our juftifying righteoufnefs,
nor the caule or condition of our juftifica-
tion; yet, as it apprehends and receives
Chrift’s righteoufnefs for our juftification,
it brings much peace, joy, and comfort in-
to our hearts. The awakened finner, be-
fore faith is wrought in his foul, or he

enabled
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enabled to exercife it on Chrift, finds hime
felf in a ftate of bondage, and under a fen-
tence of condemnation; as he really 1s, as
a defcendant of Adam, and according to
the open rules of God’s word: So that
there is nothing elfe but a fearful expeQta-
tion of fiery indignation to confume him,
But when the Spirit of God brings near
Chrift’s righteoufnefs, and puts it into the
hand of faith, and declares the juftifying
fentence of Ged, upon the account of that
righteoufnefs, in the conicience, his mind
is unfetter’d, his foul 1s fet at liberty, and
is filled with a “ Joy unfpeakable, and
full of glory.” So that faith is juft of the
fame ufefulnefs in this refpe@, as a con-
demned malefa&or’s aGtually receiving the
king’s pardon into his own hand is to him,
when, in confequence of this, he’s not on-
ly delivered from prifon and confinement,
and all the miferies which attended {uch a
ftate; but alfo freed from all thofe fears,
terrors, horrors, and tortures of mind,
which arofe from his daily expeation of
juft punithment. In fine, juftification is
by faith, and in a way of receiving, as the
whole of falvation is, « That it might be
by grace,” 7. e. that 1t might appear to be
of grace, and not of works, Thus have I

freely given my thoughts concerning jufti-
fication,
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fication, both before and at believing,
snd have endeavoured to remove the ob-

jeGions made againft it. I leave what ¥
have faid to the blefling of God, and pafs

Ol

VI To confidet the fubjets, or ob-
jets of juftification, who are God’s * ele&:
« Who fhall lay any thing to the charge
of God’sele®? it is God that juftifies,”
7, e, his ele@, who are defcribed,

1. By their number : They are many:
“ By his knowledge ! fhall my righteous
Servant juftify many.” And, « by the obe-
dience of one™, many are made righteous.”
Jefus Chrift engaged as a Surety for many,
and ¢ gave his life a ranfom for many »,”
and “ was offered up to bear the fins of
many,” which is the true reafon why ma-
ny are juftified by him. Many are brought
to believe on him for life and falvation,
even ¢ as many ° as were ordained to eter-
nal life;” and many fons, in confequence
of all this, will be brought to glory: ¢« Ma-
ny {hall fit down with Abrabam; Ifaac, and
faceb, in the kingdom of heaven. *” And

& Rom, viil, 33, 34 I Ifai. liii. 17, M Rom,
V. 19 A Matt. xx, 28, Heb. ix. 28. ° A&s
xti1, 48, P Matt. viti, 12, John xiv. 2.

hence
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hence there “ are many manfions in Chrift's
Father’s houfe” preparing for them. This
leads us to obierve,

(1.) That they are nota few who are
juftified by Chrift. Though Chrift’s flock is
but a little flock, in comparifon of the
world’s geats; though Chrift’s people are
but few, in comparifon of the vaft number
of hypoerites; and formal profeflors ; (for
« many are called, but few chofen ¢ ;”
« many ftrive to enter in at the ftraic gate,
but few there be that enter in atic;”)
yet, confidered in themfelves, they are a
oreat number; which né man can number.

Now this ferves to magnify the grace of
God, to exalt the fatisfattion and righte-

oufnefs of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and to
encourage diftrefled fouls to feek and look
to Chrift for righteouinefs; feeing it is
wrought out for many, and many are jufti-
fied by it. « Bleffed * are they that hunger
and thirft after righteoufnefs, they fhall be
filled.”

(2.) This thews that all mankind are not
juftified. Though they are many who are
juftified, yet they are not all. For all men
have not faith to receive Chrift’s righteouf-
nefs; nor are all men faved, as they would

3 Matt. XIL 160 Lul'iC xﬁin 240 f Matto Ve 64

be;
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be, if they were juftified : For thofe who
< are juftified ‘ by his blood, fhall be fa-
ved from wrath through him.” Yet all the
elect arejuftified: For ¢« in him * (hall all
the feed of Ifrael be juftified, and thall glory.”

2. The objelts of juftification are de-
{cribed by the quality of them, or by their
ftate and condition. Before converfion,
they are reprefented as ungodly ; and after
converfion, as believers in Chrift. Thus,
in our text: ¢ All that believe are jufti-
fied” By whom we are to underftand;
not nominal believers, or fuch who only
profefs to believe in Chrift ; but real ones,
who with the heart believe unto righte-
oufnefs, and whofe faith works by love
to Chrift and to his people. But Igo on,

VII. To mention the feveral effe@s of
juitification, which are thefe following:

1. A freedom from all penal evils in
this life; and that which 1s to come. A
juftified perfon fhall never enter into con-
demnation ; his afflictions in this life are
not, {tri¢tly {peaking, punifhments for {in,
but fatherly chaftifements. They are not
inflited 1n a way of vindictive wrath, or
that by bearing them they fhould make fa-
tisfaction for their fins; for this would

highly refle&t on the juftice of God, be a

f Rom, v. 9. t Ifal xlve 25.

M leflen-



81  The Doltrine of Fuftification.
leflening of the fatisfaction of Chrift, and
contrary to the whole gofpel declaration.

2. Peace with God isanother confequent,
or effect of juftification: « Being * juiftified
by faith, we have peace with God,” e,
peace of confcience, which paffeth all un-
derftanding, and is one of the moft valua-
ble bleflings of life.

3. Accefs to God through Chrift wit
confidence is another effe¢t of it. A ju-
ftified perfon can go to God, in the name
and ftrength of Chrift, with much bold-
nefs, making mention of his righteoufnefs,
and of his onily, and ufe much freedom at
the throne of grace, in afking for fuch
things as he ftands in need of.

4. Acceptance of perfon and fervice with
God, through Chrift, follows upon our
juftification.  God is well pleafed with his
righteoufnefs, and, for the fake of it, with
all his people. Their perfons are accepted
in the beloved, and their facrifices and fer-
vices are alfo acceptable to God, through
Jefus Chrift our Lord.

. Adoption is another confequent of
juitification : For though this blefling was
originally provided, beftowed, and fecured
in predeftination, yet way is made for our
actual reception of it, by our redemption,

¥ Rom, v, I,
which
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which is in Chrift Jefus, who hathredeem-
ed ¢ them that were under the * law, that
we might receive the adoption of chil-
dren.” Hence Fumus calls juftification via
adoptionis, the way to adoption.

6. Sanctification is alfo an effe® of ju-
{tification : Faith, as has been already
fthewn, follows upon it, and isa very con-
fiderable part of fanttification. In fine,
certainty of falvation, which may be {ftrong-
ly concluded from our juftification, and
an undoubted title to the glorious inheri-
tance ; yea, the full pofleflion of it arifes
from it, and depends upon it : For « whom
he 7 juftified, them he alfo glorified.” But
I propofed only to mention thefe things,
and therefore proceed to the

VIIL. And laft thing, which is to confi-
der the feveral properties of juftification.

1. It 15 an aé of God’s free grace:
« Being * juftified freely by his grace.”
*T'was grace that refolved on, and fixed the
fcheme and method of juftification, and
which called and moved Chrift to engage
as a Surety for his people, and which fenc
him, in the fulnefs of time, to work ouc
a righteoufne(s for them. And then 'twas
grace in God to accept of this righteouf-

* Gal, v, 5. ¥ Rom. viii. 39, ? Rom, 1il. 24,

M 2 nefs
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nefs for them, and to impute it to them,
and beftow faith on them to receive it;

efpecially will all this appear to be free
orace, when 'ts confider’d that thefe per-
fons arc all by nature finners, and ungodly
ones; yea, many of them the chief of
finners.

2. It is univerfal and not partial.  All
God’s ele& are juftified, and that from
all things, as 1 our texr, z e from all
their fins, and are freed from all that pu-
nithment which is due unto them. The
whole righteoufnefs of Chrift is imputed
to them 3 by being hereby juftified, they
are perfect and compleat in him,

3. It 1s an individual a&t, which is
donc at once, and admits of no degrees.
The fins of God's ele® were laid at
once on Chrift, and he made fatisfaction
for them at once. God accepted of
Chrift’s righteoufnefs, and imputed it at
once unto lns pcoP]e who all have their
iins and tranfereflions forgiven at once.
The fenfe of Juﬁlﬁcauon indeed, ad-
mits of degrces, for < the 1101;tcou1neis
of God is revealed from fdltl to faith;’
but juitification 1t felf does not. The;e
are iwer'll freth declaraticns, or mani-
feflations, or repetitions of the adl of

* Rom, 1, 17,

j“ﬂi“_'
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juftification; asat the refurrection of Chrift;
and again, by the teftimony of the Spirit
to the confcience of the believer ; and
laft of all, at the general judgment, be-
fore men and angels. But juftification,
as it is an act in God, 1s but one, and
i1s done at once, and admits of no de-
grees ; is not carried on in a gradual and
progreflive way, as {fanctification 1s,

4. It 15 equal to all, or all are alike
juftified. The {fame price was paid for
the redemption of one, as for another;
and the fame righteoufnefs is imputed
to one, as to another ; and, like precious
faith, is given to one, as to another;
though not to all in the fame degree,
yet the weakeft believer is as much ju-
ftiied as the ftrongeft, and the greateft
finner as the {malleft. Though one man
may have more fan&ifying grace than
another, yet no man has more juftifying
righteouinefs than another.

¢, It 1s irreverfible and unalterable.
"Tis according to an immutable decree,
which can never be fruftrated. It is one
of God’s gifts, which are without re-
pentance : It 1s one of the bleflings of
the covenant of grace, which can never

be broken. The righteoufnefs by which the

faints are juftified is an everlafting one;
and thag faith, by which they receive

lf:’
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i, {hall never fail: And though a righ-
teous man may fall into fin, yet he fhall
never fall from his righteoufnefs, nor fhall
he ever enter into condemnation, hut be
eternally glorified.

6. Juftification, though it frees perfons
from fin, and difcharges them from pu-
nithment due unto 1t, yet it. does not
take fin out of them. By it, indeed,
they are freed from fin, infomuch that
God fees no iniquity in them to condemn
them for it. Though he fees and be-
holds all the fins of his people, in arti-
culo providentize, in refpe&t of providence,
and chaftifes them for ’em; yet iz arti-
culo juftifications, in refpeét of juftification,
he fces none in them; they being acquit-
ted, difcharged, and juftified from all.
Neverthelefs fin dwells in them: <« For®
there is not a juft man upon earth that li-
veth and finneth not.” _

7. It does not deftroy the law, nor dif-
courage a careful performance of good
works. It does not deftroy the law, or
make it void; no, it eftablifhes it, for the
righteoufnefs by which we are juftified, is
every way commenfurate to the demands
of the law; by it the law is magnified,
and made honourable. Nor are perfons,

b Ecclef, vii, 20,

by
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by this doCrine, difcouraged from a per-

formance of good works ; for this do-
&rine of grace teaches men, « That de-
nying ¢ ungodlinefs, and worldly luits, they
fhould live foberly, righteoully, and god-
ly, in this prefent world” To conclude:
If your fouls are under the powerful and
comfortable influence of this do&rine,
you will, in the firft place, blefs God for
Jefus Chrift, by whofe obedierice you are
made righteous : You will value his jufti-
fying righteoufnefs, and make mention of
it at all proper times; you will glory a-
lone in Chrift, and will give the whole
glory of your juftification to him; and will
be earneftly and ftudioufly defirous of ha-
ving your converfations as become the gof-
pel of Chrift, and thefe truths of 1t in

particular,
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