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TO THE

SUBSCRIBERS

TO THE
Wedne[day's EvENiNG LECTURE, U

GENTLEMEN,
RN (773 T 1s at your requeft, that
W {772¢ the following {heets appear
,}6’ in the world, and there-
— fore they defire the favour
of your patronage. lhey contain
the fubftance of feveral SerMo N,
which were deliver'd 1n your hear-
ing. What was offer’d concerning
the time of juftification, is the prin-
cipal reafon, 1 prefume, of your fo-
liciting this publicatien; upon which
account, 1 have let that part ftand at
large, and, according to your de-
fire, have only abridged the reit,
that 1 might bring it mfo this nar-
row compafs, 1 have made wme
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The DEDICATION.

few alterations and additions, where
I thought they were neceflary ; and
have confider’d two or three ob-
jetions, which were omitted in
preaching. The teftimonies of {ome
great and good men, which 1 col-
lefted and read to you from the pul-
pit, ot as decifive, but concurring
with me in this truth, 1 have ranged
in their refpelirre places, under the
{everal heads of argument, whete I
thought they would read to better
advantage, than if printed together.

As you were pleated to profefs
fome f{atisfaction and pleafure upon
hearing thefe Discourses, I hope
they will not be lefs acceptable to
you, for the manner ir which they
now appear, from him, who defires
to be efteemed,

Tours, to ferve you,
in the Gofpel of Chriff,

Joun Girt
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Acts xiil. 39.

And by bum all that belicve are quftifed
from all things, fram which ye could
not be juftified by the law of Mofes.

N HIS, and the preceding Verfe,
o appear, at firit view, to contain
%23 thefe two great dotrines of the
25 gofpel, pardon of fin; and jufti-
" fication from it; the former of
which 1 have largely infifted om, from the
foregoing words, and fhall now conﬁ%cr'
B she




2 The Dotrme of Fuftification.

the latter, which I propofe to do in the
following method.

I. 1 fhall explain the at of juftification,
and fhew what 1t is, and what 1¢ 1s
not.

11. Enquire into the author of it, or who
it is that juftifies.

111, Shew the matter of 1t, or what that
is, for the fake of which any are

juftified.

1V, Say fomething concerning the form
of it, which is by imputation of righ-
teouinefs.

V. Confider the time of juftification.

VI. Point out the objets thereof, os

~ who they are that are juftified.
VII. Mention the feveral effe&s, which

follow upon it, or are clofely conneét-
ed with 1t.

VHI. And Laflly, Give fome account of
the {everal properties of it

L I {hall explain the aé of juftification,
and thew both what it is not, and what it
1s. And,

1. Strictly, and properly {peaking; it is
not the pardon of fin. Thefe two aéts of
divine grace are in flri¢t conneftion with
each other, and are not to be feparated,
that 1s to fay, where the one is, the other

alfo



The Dodlrine of Fuftsfication, 3

alfo 15 ; yet, I think, they may be diftin-
ouifhed. Divines generally make juftifica-
tion to confit in the remiflion of fins,
and in the imputation of Chrift’s righteouf-
nefs, which fome * make different parts ;
others {ay ®, they are not two integrating
parts of juftification, or alts numerically
and really diftin&, but one only at re-
{peting two different terms, 2 quo & ad
guem; juft, as by one, and the {ame alt,
darknefs 1s expelled from the air, and light
1s introduced into it; fo by one, and the
fame a& of juftification, the finner 1s ab-
folved from guilt, and pronounced righte-
ous. Hence they conclude, that thofe di-
vines exprefs the whole nature of juftifica-
tion, who fay, that it confifts in the re~
miffion of fins, and who fay, that it con-
fifts 1n the imputation of righteoulnefs ;
becaufe, fay they, when God forgives us
our fins, he pronounces us righteous, by
the mmputation of Chrift’s righteoufnefs ;
and, when he pronounces us righteous, by
the imputation of Chrift’s righteoufnefs, he
forgives us our fins. I readily allow, that
there Is a very great agreement between

A Vid, Alting, Loc, Commun. loc. 14. p. 237. Walaeli En-
chirid, Relig. Reform. p. 72, 73. & Loc. Commun. p. 46,

428,
b Vid. Wendelin, Chriftian. Theol. 1 1. ¢, 2§. thef, 8.

D, §00,
B 2 jufti-



&  The Dodlvve of Fuftification.
jutification and pardon, In their efficient
lmpmﬁve, and pr ocurmg caufes, in their
objets, or fubjects, in their time of com-
mencement, and" manner of completion :
Thie fame God, that pardons the fins of his
people, juitifies them, or accounts them
righteous ; the fame grace, which moved
him to thc one, moved him to the other;
a$ the'blocod of Chrift was fhed for the re-
miflicn of fins, To by it are we juftified ;
all who are 1uﬁ1ﬁed ere pardoned; and all
who are p%rdoned are juitified, and that,
at one and the fame time; both thefe as
are finifhed at once, fimul 69’ jemel and dre
not carried on in a gradual and progreflive
way, as fanétification. But all this does
not prove them to be one and the fame,
tor though they agree in thefe things, in
others they differ; for juftification 15 a
pronouncing a perfon righteous according
to law, as though he had never finned, not
{0 paldan . "T1s one thing for a man to be
try’'d by law, ‘cait, and condernn’d, and
then receive the Lmo s pardon, and ano-
ther thing to ke tiy’ d by the law, and, by
ir,-to be “found and declared righteous, as
‘ihough e had not finned againlt 1t. More-
over, rhough parcon takes away f{in, and
therelere is exprefled < by God’s caﬁmO‘ of

© a1, xxxvitl, 17, Micah vii, 20, Plal ciil, 13,

1



The Doclrine of Juflification. g

it behind his back, and into the depths of
the fea, and by a removal of it from his
people, « as far as the eaft is from the
weft,” yet it does not give a righteoufnefs,
as juftification does : Pardon of fin, indeed,
takes away our filthy garments, but it is
juftification that clothes us with change of
raiment. Defides, more is required, and
was given for our juftification, than for
our pardon; the blood of Chrift was- fuffi-
cient to procure pardon; but, befides, his
fuffering of death, the holinefs of his na-
ture, and the perfect obedience of his life,
muft be imputed for juftification. Again,
though pardon frees from punithment, yet,
firictly, and properly {peaking, it does not
give a title to eternal life; that juftification
properly gives, and is one good reafon why
the apoftle @ callsit, ¢« Juftification of life.”
If a king pardons a criminal, he does not
thereby give him a title to his crown and
kingdom; if he will, when he has pardon’d
him, take him to court, make him his
fon and heir, 1t muit be by another diftinct
act of royal favour. Once more, juftifi-
cation pafled on Chrift, as our Head and
Reprefentative, when he rofe from the
dead, but {o did not pardon. We may
iruly fay, that Chrift was juftified, becaufe

¥ Rom. v. 18.

the



6 The Dollrine of Fuftsfication.

the fcriptures © fay fo, but we cannot fay
that he was pardoned ; thould we, it would
found very harfh 1n our ears, as well as be,
I think, a very unwarrantable expreffion ;
therefore pardon and juftification may be
confider’d as two diftinét things. In fine,
if thefe two are one and the fame, the
apoftle muit be guilty of a tautology in our
text, where he {peaks diftinttly of juftifi-
cation, having fully exprefled forgivenefs
of fin in the preceding Ver/e. |

2. Juftification is not a teaching, or an
inftructing of men in the way and method
how they are or may be jultificd. When
Chrift, as God’s righteous Servant, is faid f
to “ juftify many by his knowledge;” the
meaning 1s, not that he, by his knowledge,
or doftrine, fhould only teach men how
they might be juftified, or what is God’s
way and method of juftifying finners ; for
this 1s no more than what the minifters of
the gofpel do, who are faid to ¢ turn many
to righteoufnefs,” or, as it 1s 1n the origi-
nal text, to 8 juftify many, which they do,
by preaching the gofpel, wherein « the
righteoufnefs of God is revealed, from faith
to faith;” and which, being blefled and

“ 1 Tim, 11 16. f 12, i, 11,

€ Dan. xit. 3. F=yT TR & juftificantes mulecs,
Fun. & Tremcell, Avias Montan,

owned



The Doctrme of Juftificatoon. 7

owned by the Spirit of God, is * the mi-
niftration of righteoufne{s” to many : But
the meaning is, that he fhould give to many
a {piritual knowledge of himfelf, which, in
other words, is faith, by which they thould
have a comfortable apprehenfion of their
juftification by his righteouinefs.

3. Juftification is not an infufion of
righteoufnefs Into perfons; to juitify, 1s
not to make men holy and righteous, who
were unholy and unrighteous, by produ-
cing any phyiical or real change in them,
for this is to confound juftification and
fantification together, which are very ma-
nifeftly diftinct ; the one being a work of
grace 7z us ; the other an a& of grace #o-
wards us ; the one 1s imperfeét, the ather
perfect; the oneisprogreflive,and is carried
on by degrees; the other i1s compleat, and
finithed at once. Befides, juftification is
never ufed in {cripture ® in a phyfical, buc
in a forenfic fenfe, and {tands oppofed, not
to a ftate of impurity, or unholinefs, buc
to a ftate of condemnation.

4. Juftification 15 an a&t of God’s free
grace, wherebyheclears his people from fin,
difcharges themfrom condemnation,andrec-
konsandaccountsthem righteous for the fake

R See Deut. xxv. 1. Proy, xvii, 1§, Ifai v, 23. Ram.v,
16y 18, and val, 33, 34,

of



8 The Dillrume of Fiftification,

of Chrift’s righteouinefs, which he has ac-
cepted of, and imputes unto them. Some
very excellent ¢ divines have diftinguifhed
juftification into active and paffive. Active
]uﬁlﬁcatlon 15 God’s adt; it 1s God that
juftifies; paffive juftification is the fame
act, terminating on the confcience of the
behever aCtive juitification is ftrictly and
properly juftification ; paffive juftification
1s improperly {o; adtive juftification pre-
cedes faith; paffive juftification is by faith.

Again, ]uﬁlﬁcauon may be confider’d
either 7z foro Dei, and fo it is an eternal,
immanent a&t In God or 272 foro cwg[czem‘zae
and fo it is declarative to and upon the
confcience of the believer 5 or 12 foro mun-
di, and fo it will be notified to men and
angels at the general judgment.

Again, let it be farther obferved, that
the fcriptures {fometimes {peak of the ju-
ftification of God’s people, either of their
perfons, or faith, or caufe, before men,
and then it is afcribed to their works ; and,
at other times, of their perfons before God,

' Maccov, Theolog. Diftin&. ¢. 13. §. 1, 2. & Theolog.
Yolem. c. 15. Quaeﬁ 2. & Theolog. Quaeft, loc, 3. &
TlewToy ~Levdss Arminian. c. 10. & Loc. Commun, ¢ 6.
HoombecL Summ. Controverf. 1. 10. p. 704. Rhaetorfort.
Exercitat, Apologet. exerc. 1. c. 2. §. 20. Wolleb. Chriftian.
Theolog. 1, 1, ¢, 30, Effenii Syftem. Theolog, Tom, 11,
dufp, 8. ad tit, 14,

which
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which is faid to be without works ; it is
now, not of the former, but of the latter
our text fpeaks, and which I am confider-
ing ; and fhall now proceed,

II. To enquire into the author, or effi-
cient caufe of juftification, who is the great
God of heaven and earth: ¢ It i1s God
that juftifies*,” which may well be won-
der’d at, When tis confider’d that he is the
fupremb ]udoe of all, who will do right ;
that his law 1s the rule by which he ats in
this affair ; that this law 1s broken by the
fin of man s that fin, which is a breach of
the law, 1s {pecially committed againft
him, and is hateful to him; that he is a
God that will not admit of an imperfeét
righteonfnéfs, n the room of a perfect one;
and that he has power to condemn, and

reafon fufficient to do it; when, I fay,
thefe things are conﬁder’d ’t1S amazing

that this God fhould juftify.. For the far-
ther illuftracion of this Head, I{hall endea-
vour to {hew the concern that all the three
Perfons, Father, Son, and Spirit, have in
the juftification of the eledt.

1. God the Father is the Contriver of
the {cheme and mf-*thod of our juftifica-
tion ; he « was ! in Chriff, reconciling

k Rom.viii. 34. 1 Cor. V. 1Q.

C the
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the world to himfelf, not imputing theis
trefpafles;” he drew the medel and plat-
form of it; which is Nodus Deo vindice dig-
nus. It would have remained a puzzling
queftion to men and angels, “ How-{hould
man be juft with God ?” had not his grace
employ’d his wifdom to find out a ranfom,
whereby he has deliver’d his people from
going down to the pit of corruption; which
ranfom is no other than his own Son, whom
he fent, in the fulnefs of time, to execute
the fcheme he had fo wifely formed in his
eternal mind; which he did by finithing
tranfgreflion, making an end of fin, ma-
king reconciliation for iniquity, and bring-
ing in an everlafting righteoufne(s ; which
righteoufnefs, being wrought out by Chrift,
God was well pleafed with, becaufe hereby
his law was magnified and made honoura-
ble; and, having gracioufly accepted of it,
he imputes it freely to all his people, and
reckons them righteous on the account
of it.

2. God the Son, as God, is the co-efli-
cient caufe of it, with his Father. As he
has equal power with him to forgive fin, he
alfo has to acquit, difcharge, and juftify
from 1t. As Mediator, he 1s the Head and
Reprefentative, © in whom all the feed of
Iirael are juftified;” asfuch, he has wrought

eut a righteoulnefs, anfwerable to the de-
mands
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mands of the law, by which they are jufti-
fied, and is the Author and Finither of
that faith, which looks unto, lays hold on,
and apprehends that righteoufnefs for jufti-
ficatien.

3. God the Holy Ghoft convinces men
of the weaknefs, imperfection, and in-
fufficiency of their own righteoulnefs ta
juttify them before God ; he brings near,
and fets before them, the righteoufnefs of
Chrift, and works faith in them, to lay
hold on it, and receive it; he intimates to
their confciences the juftifying fentence of
God, on the account of Chrift’s righteouf-
nefs, and bears a teftimony to and with
their {pirits, that they are juitified perfons;
and hence the faints are faid to be * jufti-
fied ™, in the name of the Lord Jefus, and
by the Spirit of our God;” but « this te-
“ ftimony of the Spirit is not fo properly
« juftification 1t {elf, as an actual percep-
¢ tion of it, before granted, by a kind of
« g reflex a& of faith,” as Dr. Ames ® ex-
prefles it. Now this is the part which
Father, Son, and Spirit, feverally bear in
juftification : The Father has contrived i,

™ 1 Cor. vi, 11,

" In hoc teftimonio Spirstus non tam proprie ipfa juftifi-
catio confiftit, quam aftualis antea concefle perceptio, per
attum fidel quafl reflexum, dmef. Medulla Theolog, L. 1.
®27. 0.9,

C 2 ths



12 1he Dollrine of Fuflefication.

the Son has procured it, and the Spirit ap-
plies it. I go on,

IT1. To confider the matter of juftifica-
iton, or what that is for the fake of which
God’s eleét are juitified. And,

1. Man’s obedience to the law of works
s not the matter of his juftification, or
that for the fake of which he is juftified,
for this is imperfe&, and therefore not ju-
(ifying 5 and was man’s obedience his ju-
itifying righteoufnefs, his juftificarion would
be by works, and not by grace, which 1
contrary to the whole fiream and current
of {cripture.  Befides, “ 1f righteoufnefs 1s
by the law, then Chrift 1s dead in vaimn,”
and his righteoufnefs is needle{s and ufelefs,
which muft highly refle&@ both on the
grace and wildom of God.

2. Nor 1s man’s-obedience to the gofpel,
as to a new and milder law, his juftifying
righteoufnefs before God. The {cheme of
{fome, if I underftand it right, 1s this, That
Jefus Chrift bas: procured a relaxation of
the old law, and has introduced a new law,
a remedial law, a law of milder terms;
which new law 1s the gofpel, and its terms,
faith, repentance,and new obedience, which,
though 1mperfe&, yet being fincere, will
be accepied of by God, in the room of a
perfeétrightecufnefs. But thewhole {cheme

1S



The Dorine of Fuflification, 13

is entirely falfe, the law 1s not .relaxed, nor
any of its feverities abated; its power i
not infringed, it has the fame commanding
and condemning power it ever had over
thofe that are under it; hor 1s the gofpel
a law, it’s a pure declaration of grace and
falvation by Chrift; it has no commands,
but all promifes, there’s nothing in it that
looks like a law ; and, if faith and repen-
tance were the terms of 1t, and required by
it, as conditions of mens acceptance with
God, it would not be a remedial law, a
law of milder terms; for it was much ea-
fier for Adam, in a ftate of 1nnocence, to
have kept the whole law, than for man,
in his fallen ftate, to repent and believe in
Chrift of himfelf ; befides, nothing can
more reflect upon the juftice of God than
to fay, that he will accept of an imperfe&
richteoufnefs in the room of a perfect one:
He, who is « the Judge of all the earth,
will do right;” and he, whofe ¢ judgment
is according to truth,” will never call or ac-
ccunt that a righteoufnefs which 1s not one,

3. Nor 1s a profefiion of religion, even
of the beft, the matter of our juftification,
Men may have a form of godlinefs, and
deny the power of it, have a name to live,
and yet be dead, appear outwardly righte-
ous to men, and yet be inwardly full of all
manner of impurity ; they may {fubmit to

all
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all Chrift’s ordinances, be baptized in his
name, fit down at his table, and conftant-
Iy attend on his word, and yet be far from
righteoufnefs, their fear towards God being
only taught by the precept of men; yea,
fuppofing they were fincere in all this, they
could not be juftified by ir. Sincerity, in
any religion, even in the ‘beft religion, is
not our juftifying righteoufnefs : There may
be fincere Mahometans, fincere Papifts, and
fincere Pagans, as well as fincere believers
in Chrift ; one man may be a fincere per-
fecutor of the true religion, as well as ano-
ther may be a fincere profeflor of it. Our
Lord told his difciples °, that the time would
come when fome men fhould think they
did God fervice in killing them ; and ’tis cer-
tain the apoftle Paw/, before his converfion,
“ thought » with himfelf that he ought to
do many things contrary to the name of
Jefus of Nazareth” Burt taking fincerity
1n the beft fenfe, for a grace of the Spirit
of God, which, indeed, runs through, and
accompanies all other graces, and makes
our faith to be unfeigned, our love to be
without diffimulation, and our hope with-
out hypocrify ; 1 fay, taking it in this
{fenfe, it belongs to fanétification, and not
to juftification, which are twodiftinét things,

© John xvi, 2. D Alls xxvi. q,

and
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and not to be confounded; for the whele
real work of fanification is neither the
whole nor a part of our juftifying righte-
oufnefs ; and if the whole work is not,
then not a part of it; and if not a part of
it, then,

4. The 70 credere, or a& of believing,
which is a part of fanétification, is not
imputed to us for juftification, as ¢ Armi-
ntus.and his followers have aflerted, endea-
vouring to eftablith this notion from fome
paflages in Rom. iv. 3, 5, 9. where faith is
{aid to be counted for righteoufnefs; parti-
cularly the faith of Abrabam, by which
the apoftle means not the act, but the ob-
je€t of faith, even the righteoufnefs of
Chrift, which God, in Ver. 6. is faid to
impute without works. That this is his
{enfe 1s manifeft, from this one fingle con-
fideration: The very fame ##, which was
imputed to Abrabam for righteoufnefs, is
“ imputed to all thofe who believe on him,
that raifed up Jefus our Lord from the
dead,” Ver. 22, 23, 24. Now {uppofing
that Abrabam’s fairth was reckoned and
imputed to him for a juftifying righte-

% Armine Declar, fent. ad Ord. p. 102. & Refponf. ad 31,
Artic, p. 138, Epiftol. ad Hippolyt. Articul. Perpend. p. 786,
Remonfir, Confeff. ¢, 10. §.2. & c. 18. §. 3. Bertii Epift.

difcept. contr, Lubbert, p. 6, 81, Vorflii Schelia contra Lub-
bert, p. 177,

oulnefs,
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oufnefs, it cannot be reafonably thought
that it {hould be imputed alfo for righte-
oufnefs to all that believe: Befides, it ought
to be obferved, that the apoftle does not
fay that this was imputed, &y o ixaistmg,
inftead of righteoufnefs; but eis Jduawsdm,
unto-righteoufnefs, and intends no more here
than what the apoftle elfewhere * fays, that
«¢ with the heart man believes unto righ-
teoufnefs,” 7. e¢. with his heart, or hearti-
ly, he believes in Chrift for righteoufnefs,
which righteoufnefs, and not faith, is im-
puted to him for juftification ; for faich, as
it is our a&, is our own, hence we read ¢
of hzs faith, and my faith, and #by faith in
{cripture ; but the righteoufnefs by which
we are jultified is the righteoufnefs of ano-
ther, and therefore not faith, Moreover,
faith, as an aé of ours, is a duty, for what-
focver we do, in a religious way, we do
but what 1s our duty to do, and, if it 1s a
duty, it belongs to the law ; for, as all the
declarations and promifes of grace belong
to the golpel,{foall dutiesbelong to thelaw;
and 1f faith belongs to'the law, as a dury,
‘is a work of 1t, and therefore by it we
can’t be juftified, « for by the deeds of the
law {hall no fleth living be juitified.” Be-
fides, faith is imperfe, 1t has many defi-

¥ Rom, x, 10, { Hab. ii, 5. James i 18.
clencles,
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ciencies, 2nd. was it perfet, ’tis but a part
of the law, though one of the weightier
parts of it, and God, « whofe judgment is
according to truth,” will never rieckon or
account a partial conformity to the law a
compleat righteoufnefs. Add to this, that
faith and righteoufnefs are manifeftly di-
ftinguithed *; * the rightcoufniefs of God
is revealed from faith to'faith;” icis ¢ un-
to all; and upon all them that believe,”
Something elfe, and not faith, is repre-
fented as otr juftifying righteoufnefs; faich
is not the blood nor obedience of Chrift, and
yet by thefe we are faid * to be juftified,
or made righteous, We are, indeed, faid *
to be ¢ juftified by faich,” bit not by faith,
as an act of ours, for then we fhould be ju-
{tified by works ; nor by faith, as a grace of
the Spitit, for this would be to eonfound
juftification and fan&ification 5 but we are
juftified by faith objectively, as it looks to,
receives; apprehends, and embraces Chrift’s
righteoufnefs for juftification. And let it
be obferved, that though we are faid tc be
juftified by faith, yet faith 1s never faid to
juftify us. And here give me leave to cor-
rect a vualgar, though but a verbal miftake,
i calling faith, juftifying faich. I am

! Rom. 1. 18, and 1ii, 22. “ Rom. Vv, 9, Ig.
R_Oln- ., I'a'

D el
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well fatisfied found divines have ufed this
phrafe without afy ill meaning; and no
lefs a perfon than the great Dr. Goodwir,
whofe works I much value and efteem, has
entitled one of his Treatifes, Of the Obyel?
and Afts of Fuftifying Farth: But why it
fhould be called juftifying faith, any more
than adopting or pardoning faith, I fee
not, fince it has juft the fame concern in
adoption and pardon, as it has in juftifica-
tion. Are we {aid to be juftified by faith,
or, by faith, to receive the righteoufnefs
of Chrift for juftification? We Y are alfo
faid, by faith, to receive the remiffion of
fins, and to be the children of God, by
faith, in Chritt Jefus, Befides, what do
we, or can we fay more of the righteouf-
nefs of Chrift, than that it is a juftifying
one? In one word, 1t 1s God, and not
faith, that juftifies. But,

¢, The matter of our juftification, or
that for the fake of which we are juftified,
is the rightcoufnefs of the Lord Jefus
Chrift; by which I mean not his effentiat
righteoufnefs, as God, nor his righteouf-
nefs and fidelity to him, that appointed
him in the difcharge of his mediatorial
office ; nor do I take in any of his adions
performed by him in heaven, as Jefus

Y Afts xxvi, 18, Gal.id, 26,

Chrift
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Chrift the righteous, only thofe which he
wrought in his ftate of humiliation here
on earth ; and not all thefe neither, for
his extraordinary works and miracles muft
be excluded ; for ¢ they, as a great man *
« well obferves, rather tranfcend the pre-
¢ dicaments of the Ten Commandments,
« than are parts of the righteouinefs of the
« law: They were proofs of his divinity,
<« and the figns and badges, rather than
« the duties of his ofice. He, 1ndeed, by
« them, fhewed himielf to be the only
<« Mediator, but he did not a& the Media-
- ¢ tor in them ; and he did them that men
« might believe in his righteoufnefs, but
« they were no ingredients in that righte-
< oufnefs on which they were to believe.”
But by the righteoufnefs of Chrift, I mean
that which confifts of what 1s commonly
called his a&ive and paflive obedience ;
by the former, is meant the conformity of
his life to the precepts of the law, and is,
{tri&ly {peaking, that obedience of his, by
which we are made righteous ; and by the
latter, 18 meant his fufferings and death,
which, in fcripture, are exprefled by his
blood. This diftinction, though taken

from the {chools, 1s not very accurate,

* Dr, Geodavin's Works, Vol. 111, Par, 3. p. 336.
D2 Paflive
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Paflive # obedience is a contradi&ion 1n
terms, nor can Chrift’s fufferings and death
beproperly called obedience. Obedience be-
longs to the predicament, or clafs of action,
and fufferings and death to that of paffion.
Befides, Chrift’s fufferings and death flow
from his obedience; they are the effects of
it, they are in confequence of his fubje-
&ion and fubmifiion to his Father’s will.
What looks moft likely to prove Chrift’s
{fufferings and death to be an obedience, is
the textin Phi/. i1, 8. where Chrift 1s faid
to be ¢ obedient unto death.,” But this
will fall fhort of doing 1t ; for, as a judi-
cious ® divine obferves, 1t may as well be
infer’d, becaufe Pefer and Paul confefled
Chrift unto death, therefore their confeffion
and death were one and the fame. The
true fenfe of the words is, that Chrift was
obedient to his Father, from the cradle to
the crofs, during the whole courfe of his
life, even to the very moment of his death.
It will be allowed, that Chrit was, in
fome fenfe, aétive in his {ufferings, he be-
ing God, as well as man. Hence heis faid

* Vid. Maccov. Loc, Commun. c. 69. p. 613, & Colleg,
Theolog, p. 141¢ & Theolog. Polem. ¢ 15, Quaclt, 2,
D 133, .

- ® Maccov. ib, © John x. 18, Ifa1, In, 12, Lph, v, a.
fleo, 1x, 14,

{Q
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to ¢ lay down his life of himfelf;” ro
< pour out his {foul unto death ;”' to ¢ giVC
himfelf an offering and facrifice;” yea,
« thro’ the eternal Spirit, to offer up him-
felf to God;” and it will be as readily
granted, that Chrift’s fufferings and death,
which are commonly called his pafiive obe-
dience, are requifite unto, and are impu-
ted to us for our juftification. Hence we
are faid ¢ to have * healing by his ftripes,”
to be « juftified by his blood,” and to be
«« reconciled to God by his death ;” but
then this 1s not to be underftood as
exclufive of the imputation of his altive
obedience, nor of the holinefs of his hu-
man nature. 1here are fome divines ¢ that
exclude Chrift’s active obedience from be-
ing any part of the righteoufnefs by which
we are jultified : They allow, that it is a
condition requifite in him, as Mediator,
which qualifics him for his office, and
that without it his death would not have
been effettual and meritorious. Bur they
ceny that this obedience, ftri¢tly and pro-
perly {peaking, is the matter of our juftifi-
cation, or thatitis imputed to us, or rec-
koned to us, as ours; they fuppofe, thag

“ Ifai. liit. §. Rom, v. 9, 10.
° Vid. Wendelin. Theolog. Chriftian. 1 1. ¢, 25, thef. )
D. 492, OF this opinion were Pifeator, Forbes, and others,

Chrift
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Chrift was obliged to this obedience as g
creature for himfelf, and that it was un-
neceflary to us, becaufe his fufferings and
death were fufficient for our juftification.
On the other hand, I firmly believe, that
not only the active obedience of Chrift,
with his {ufferings and death, but alfo that
the holinefs of his human nature is impu-
ted to us for juftification. The law re-
quires an holy nature, and perfe& obe-
dience, and, in cafe of difobedience, en-
joins punifhment. Through fin, our na-
ture i1s become unholy, our obedience im-
perfe&, and fo we are liable to punifh-
ment. Chrift has afflumed an holy human
nature, and in it performed perfect obe-
dience to the law, and {uffered the penalty
of it, all which he did not for himfelf,
but for us; and unto us it 1s all im-
puted for our juftification. He ¢ is of God,
made f unta us, 2. ¢. by 1mputation, wif-
dom, righteoufnefs, fanctification, and re-
demption'” Wifdom may {tand, in gene-
ral, for juftification, becaufe there is in it
{uch a manifeft difplay of the wildom of
God, and the other three may be confider-
ed as fo many parts of it. Sanétification
may intend the holinefs of his human na-
ture, which is that ¢ law of the Spirit of

C 1 Cor, 1. 30,

life
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life in Chrift Jefus, which frees from the
law of fin and death.”  Righteoufnefs may
ﬁgnify his active obcdience, by which
«« many are made righteous;” and Redenp-
#70n may exprefs his fufferings and death,
whereby ¢ fin wascondemned in the fleth,”
and fo the whole ¢ righteoufnefs of the
law is fulfilled in us.” 1 fhall now very
briefly give fome reafons why, I think,
Chrift’s a&ive obedience, in particular, as
well as his fufferings and death, 1s imputed
for juftification,

1. Becaufe all that muft be imputed for
our juftification, which the law requires,
and without which it cannot be fatisfied.
Now let it be obferved, that the law, before
man had finned, only obliged him to obe-
dience ; fince hisfall; it obliges him both to
obedience and pumifhment, and, unlefs its
precepts are perfectly obeyed, and its whole
penalty endured; it cannot be fatished;
and unlefs 1t is fatishied, there can be no ju-
ftification by it. If Jefus Chrift, therefore,
engages, as a Surety, to make fatisfation
to the law, in the room and ftead of his
people, he muft both obey the precept of
the law, and {uffer the penalty of it; his
fubmitting to one, without conforming to
the other, 1s not fufficient; one debt is not
paid by another; his paying off the debt of
punifhment did not exempt from ebedience,

as
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a5 the paying off the debt of obedience did
not exempt from punifhment. Chrift did
not fatisfy the whole law by either of them
feparately, but by both conjunétly ; by
his fufferings and death he fausfied the
threatnings of the law, but not the pre-
gepts of it; and, by his active obedience,
he fatisfied the preceptive part of the law,
but not the penal part; but, by beth; he
fatisfied the whole law, and magnified i,
and made it honourable, and therefore both
muft be imputed for our juftification,

2. Becaufe we are juttified by a righte-
oufnefs, and that is the righteoufnefs of
Chrift. Now righteoufnefs, {trictly {peak-
ing, confifts in attual obedience; ¢« it (halk
be our righteoufnefs; if we obferve to do
all thefe commandments.” Deuf. vi. 27,
Chrift’s righteoufnefs lay in doing, not in
fuffering. < All ¢ righteoufnefs is either
¢« an habit, or an att; but fufferings are
« neither, and therefore not righteoufnefs:
« No man is righteous becaufe he is pu-
¢ nithed ; if fo, the devils and damned in
« hell would be righteous, in proportion
« to their punifhment ; the more fevere
¢ theit punifbment, and the more grievous
“ their torments, the greater their righte-

€ Molinacus contr. Tien, m Maccov., Loc. Commun,
¢. 09, pi 613,

¢ oufnely
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s oufnefs muft be; if there is any righte-
«« oufnefs in punifhment, it muft be in
« the punifher, not in the punifhed.” If
then we are juftified by the righteoufnefs of
Chrift imputed to us, 1t muft be by his
a&ive obedience, and not merely by his
{fufferings and death, becaufe thefe, though
they free us from death, yet they do not,
ftrictly {peaking, make us righteous.

7. Becaufe we are exprefsly faid * ts be
< made righteous by the obedience of one,”
which i1s Chrift. Now by obedience,
in this place, cannot be meant the fuffer-
ings and death of Chrift, becaufe, {trictly
{peaking, they are not his obedience, but
flow fromit, ashas been obferved. Befides,
the antichefis, in the text, determines the
fenfe of the words; for if, by one man’s
atual difobedience many were made finners,
fo, by the rules of oppofition, by one man’s
aCtual obedience, many arc made righ-
teous,

4. Becaufe the reward of life 1s promifcd
not to {uffering, but to doing, the law fay:,
do this and live; it promifes life notto
him that {uffers the penalty, but to him
that obeys the precept. ¢ There naver
“ was a law, as an excellent divine ' 5i-

* Rom. v. 19. |
* Dr, Goodw:n’s Warks, Vol, III, Par. 3. of Chr.: :le

Medrator, p. 338,
DX € feives,
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¢ ferves, even among men, either promi-

“ fing or declaring a reward due to the
‘¢ cnmmal, becaufe he had undergone the
‘ punifhiment of his crimes.” Chrift’s
1ufferings and death being fatisfactory to
the comminatory, or thleatmng part of the
law, are impuied to us for juitification,
Ihat fo we may be freed and difcharged
from the curfe, and hell, and wrath. But
thefe, as they do not conflitute s righ-
teous, do not, firictly and properly fpeak-
mg, entltlﬂ us to eternal life; but the
active obedience, or rlghteoufnefs of Chrift,
being lnjputcd to us, is our Juﬁlﬁcauon
of life,” or what gives us the title to eter-
ilal life.

- r. Becaufe Chrift’s altive obedience was
performed for us, in our room and ftead,
and therefore muft be imputed to us for
juttification. If 1t fhonld be faid, that
Chnift, as a Creature, being que of a
woman, and made under the law, was
obliged to vield obedience to that law for
himielf ; 1 anfwer, that he aflumed hu-
man nature, becanie a creature, f{ubjected
himfelf to'the law, and oblized himfelf to
yield obedience 10 it, was not for himfelf,
but for us; por upon his own, but our
account, ‘¢ to® or for us a Child is born, a

R Ifai ix, G,

oon
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Son is given;” and if Chrift only in Ihs
fufferings; and not in his obedience; is gi-
VEN to us, we fhould not have 4 whole
Chrift given us, only a fuffering Chrift,
not an obeying one.

Let it further be obferved, that Chrift's
ative obedience to the law for us, and in
our room and ftead; does not exempt us
from perfonal cobedience to it, any more
than his fufferings and death exe¢mpt us
from a corporal death, or fuffering for his
fake. ’Tls true, mdeed we do not fuffer
and die in the fenfe he did, to fatisfy ju-
{tice, and atone for fin, fo nelther do we
yield obedience to the law, 1n ordet to
obtain eternal life by it. By Chrift’s obe-
dience for us, we are exempted from obe-
dience to the law 1n this {fenfe; but not from
obedience to it, as a rule of walk and con-
verfation, in which we may glorify God,
and exprefs our thankfulpefs to him, for
his abundant mercies. Well then, it is
what 1s commonly called Chrift’s aétive
and paflive obedience,; together with the
holinefs of his nature, from whence all his
obedience flows, Wthh 1s the matter of our
juftificationbefore God. Many things mighe
be faid 1n commendation of this glorious
righteoufnefs of the Mediator. The nature

and excellency of 1t may be coliected from
E 2 the
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the feveral names, or appellations, by whicli
it 1s called 1 {cripture.

1. Jt1s called’, « the righteoufnels of
God,” and that not only becaufe it ftands
oppofed to therighteoufnefs of man, but be-
caufe itwaswrought out by one that is God,
as well as man; and 1s greatly approved and
oracioufly accepted of by God, and by him
freely imputed to all his people, who are
juftified from all things by it in his fight.

2. It 1s called ™, « the righteoufnefs £
one,” that 15, of one of the Per{ons of the
T-inity 5 it 1s not the righteoufne(s of the
Father, nor of the Spirit, but of the Son,
who, though he 1s a Partaker of two na-
tures, yet 1s but one Perfon ; it is the righ-
tcoufnefs of one, who is a common Head
to all his {eed, as Adem was to his. It may,
indeed, be called the righteoufnefs of ma-
ny, even of all the faints, becaufe 1t is im-
puted to them, and they all have an equal
right to it ; but yet the Author is but one,
and therefore we are not juftified, partly
by our own righteoufnefs, and parily by
Chrift’s, for then we fhould be juftified by
the righteoufnefs of two, and not of one
only.

3. It 15 called ®, ¢ the righteouinefs of
the law,” for though righteoufnefs does

YRom, 1, 17, axd i1i, 224 ™ Chap, v, 18, P Chap, viil. 4,
not
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not come by our obedience to the law, yet
it does by Chrift’s obedience to it ; though,
by the deeds of the law, as performed by
man, no fleth living can be juttified, yer,
by the deeds of the law, as performed by
Chrift, all the ele&t are juftified. Chrift’s
righteoufnefs may be truly called a legal
righteoufnefs ; it is what thelaw requiresand
demands, and is every way commenfurate
to it ; it is a compleat conformity to all its
precepts, by it the law is magnified and
made honourable. ’“Tis true, indeed, it
makes no difcovery of 1t, for it Is ““ mani-
fefted without the law, though witnefled
to both by law and prophets;” ’tis the
gofpel that is the miniftration of it, for
therein it is revealed from faith to faich,

4. It is called °, « the righteoufnefs of
faith,” not that faith is our righteoufnefs,
either in whole, or in part ; 1t is not the
matter of our juftification, as has been be-
fore obferved; it has no manner of caufal
influence on it, nor is it imputed to us for
it ; but Chriit’s righteoufnefs is called fo,
becaufe faith receives it, puts it on, re-
joices in it, and boalts of Ir.

£. It is called », ¢ the gift of righteouf-
nefs,” and a * free gift,” and “ a gift by
srace,” becaufe it is freely wrought our by

° Rom. iv, 13. ? Rom, v. 15, 16, 17.

Chrift,
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Chrift, and freely imputed by Ged the
Father, and faith is freely given to lay hold

on it, and embrace it,

6. It is called, ¢ the beft robe, or, asin
the Greek text 9, the firftrobe;” for though
Adam’s robe of righteoufnefs, in innocence;
was firft in wear, this was firft provided in
the covenant of grace; this was firft in de-
{ignation, though that was firft in ufe, and
may well be called the beft robe, becaufe it
- is a better robe than ever - finfyl fallen
man had; his being imperfe&, and pollu-
ted, infufficient to juftify him before God,
or fkreen him from divine juftice, or fec-
cure him from divine wrath; yea, ’tis a
better robe than ever Adam had in Eden,
or the angels have in heaven, for the righ<
teoufnefs of either of thele, 1s but the righ-
teoufnefs of a creature, whereas this is the
righteoufnefs of God ; befides, the righte-
oufnefs of Adam was a righteoufnefs that
might be loft, and which wasa&tually loft ;
for « God made man upright, and he
fought out many inventions,  whereby he
loft his righteoufnefs ; fo that now there 1s
none of Adam’s pofterity righteous in and
of themifelves, no, not one ; and as for the

T Luke xv. 22. 7iv sohily Ty f;rgco"nw, {tolam primam,
Vulg, Lat, Avias Montan, Sce Huffey's Glory of Chrilt un-

velled, p. 747, 742 743) 744, &%

rightes
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righteoufnefs of the angels, it is plain, it
was a lofeable righteoufnefs, for many of

them left their firft eftate, and loft their
fighteoufhefs ; and the true reafon why the
others ftand in theirs is, becaufe of confirm-
ing grace from Chrift; but Chrift’s righ-~
geoufnefs is an everlafling one, and cannot,
nor will it, ever be loft.

It is a righteoufnefs which juftice can
find no fault with, but is entirely fatsfied
with;” it juftifies ¢ from all things,
from whieh ye could not be juftified by the
law of Modes;” 1t fecures from all wrath
and condemnation, and filences all accufa-
tions ; for * who fhall lay any thing to the
charge of God’s ele¢t ? it is God that jufti-
fieth:” It will « anfwer for us in a time
to come, and give us an admittance inta
God’s kingdom and glory, when fuch that
have no better righteoufne(s than what the
oeribes and Pharifees had, fhall not enter
there; and all that are without this ¢ wed-
ding garment,” thall be thut out, and “ caft
mto outer darknefs, where is weeping, wail-
inga and gnathing of teeth.” But I pro-
ceed,

IV. To confider the form cf i:::71 1cation,
which is by the imputatio.: = :sis 1ghte-
oufnefs of Chiitt, I have Lo 562 ng of|

oevean
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 even * as Dawvid defcribeth the blefled-

nefs of the man, unto whom God imputeth
righteoufnefs without works,” The He-
orew ¢ word =wn and the Greek words,
20yiCopat, EMoytn, i0yopa, whichare ufed
to exprefs this act of imputation, fignify to
reckon, repute, eftimate, autribute, or
place any thing to the account of anOther -
as when the apoﬁle Paul {a1d to Philemon*,

concerning Onefimus,  If he hath Wrong-
ed thee, or oweth thee ought put that on
my account, TETo &40 27\?\0}/&1, let it be rec-
koned or imputed to me;" {o when God is
faid to impute Chrift’s righteouinels to us,
the meaning is, that he reckons 1t as ours,
being wrought out for us, and accounts us
righteous by it, as though we had per-
formed 1t in our own perfons. And now,

that 1t may appear that we are juftified by
the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed to us,

obferve,

1. That we are in our own perfons un-
godly, who are JUﬁlﬁed for God ¢ jufti-
« fieth the ungodly v;” if ungodly, then
without a ughteoufnefs as all Adam’s po-

* Rom.1v. 6.
nuﬁ, putavit, imputavit, reputavit, eftimavit, Buztorf.
A a‘y;f’ JIE 2 aeﬂlmo, reputo, itcm 1mputo & ahcu]us velutt ra-
tionibus infero, tribuo, Scapula.
' Philem. er. 18. v Rom, 1v, 3,

{terity
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ﬁerity are ; and if without a righteoufnefs,
then, if we are juftified, it muit be by {ome
righteoufnefs imputed to wus, or placed to
our account, which can be no other than
the righteoufnefs of Chrift.

2. We are juftified eicher by an inherent,
or by an imputed righteoufnefs; not by an
inherent one, becaufe that 1s imperfeét,
and nothing that is imperfect can juitify us.
Befides, this 1s a righteoufnefs within us,
whereas the righteoufnefs by which we are
juftified is a righteouinefs without us, 1t 1s
« unto*all,and upon all them that believe.”
And, if we are not juftified by an inherent
righteoufnefs, then it muft be by an impus-
ted one, becaufe there remains no other,

3. The righteoufnefs by which we are
juftified 1s not our own righteouinefs, but
the righteoufnefs of another, even the righ-
teoufnefs of Chrift: ¢ ThatI maybe found
1n Chrift, fays the apoftle v,nothaving mine
own righteoufnefs, which is of the law,
but that which is through the faith of
Chrift” Now the righteoufnefs of ano-
ther cannot be made ours, or we be jufti-
fied by it, any other way than by an impu-
tation of it

4. The {fame way that Adam’s fin be«
comes ours, or we are made finners by i,

* Rom, 1iis 22, Y Phil. i, o,

F thd
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the fame way Chrift’s righteou{nefs becomes
ours, or we are made righteous by 1t. Now
Adam’s fin becomes ours by imputation,
and {o does Chrift’s righteoufnefs, accord-
ing to the apoftle?: « As by one man’s dif-
obedience many were made finners, {o, by
the obedience of one, fhall many be made

righteous.” ‘
¢. The fame way that our fins became

Chrift’s, his righteoufnefs becomes ours.
Now our fins become Chrift’s by imputa-
tion only; the Father laid them on him
by imputation, and he took them to him-
{felf by voluntary {ufception; they were
placed to his.account, and he looked upon
himfelf as anfwerable to juftice for them.
Now in the fame way his righteou{nefs be-
comes ours, * For he, who knew no fin,
was made fin for us, that we might be
made the righteoufnefs of God in him,”
2 Cor, v, 21. ButIhaften,

V. To enquire into the time of juftifica-
tion, concerning which there have been
various fentiments®, Some have thought
that it will not be compleated until the day
of judgment; others, that it commences at,
or upon believing, and not before ; others,

%z Rom. V. 19,
2 Vid. Tugretin, Inflitut, Theolog, Tom, 1L, loc, 16, Quaefts

2 § I
| that
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that it took place at Chrift’s refurrection
from the dead, when he was juftified, and

all the ele& in him ; others ®, that it bears
date from the time that Chrift was firft

promifed, as the Mediator, which was
quickly after the fall ; others carry it up as
high as the covenant tranfactions between
the Father and the Son, and the furetyfhip
engagements of Chrift from eternity, which
are the prefent {enuments of my mind.
The method in which I fhall endeavour to
reprefent them to others, fhall be as fol-
lows :

Firft, I {hall endeavour to prove that
that which is properly juftification, is ante-
cedent to any act of believing,

Secondly, That the juftification by, or at,
or upon believing, is not properly juftifica-
tion.

Thirdly, Anf{wer the objeGtions made a-
gaint this doctrine.
~ Furft, 1 fhall endeavour to prove, that
that which 1s properly juftification, is be-
fore faith, or antecedent to any alt of be-
lieving of ours, which, I apprehend, may
be fairly concluded from the following

confiderations.
1. Faith 1s not the caufe, but the fruic

and effe&t of juftification. The reafon why

b Maccov. Loc. Commun. ¢, 69. p. 608.
b2 we
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we are juftified, i1s not becaufe we have
faith; but the reafon why we have faith,
is becaufe we are juftified. Was there no
fuch blefling of grace as juftification of life
provided for the {ons. of men, there would
be no fuch thing as faith in Chrift beftowed
upon them, nor, indeed, would there be
any ufe for it; and though it is provi-
ded, yet fince not for all men, therefore
all men have not faith, The reafon why
fome do not believe, is, becaufe ¢ they are
“ not of Chrift’s fheep,” they never were
chofe in him, nor juftified by him, but are
juttly left in their fins, and {o to condem-
nation ; the reafon why others do believe,
is, becaufe ¢ they  are ordained to eternal
life,” have a juftifying righteoufnefs pro-
vided for them, and are jultified by it, and
fhall hever enter into condemnation: And,
in afferting this, I fay no more than what
Dr. Twifle, the famous Prolocutor to the
Affembly of Divines, has faid before me,
His werds are thefe: < Before faith ¢ the

¢ John x. 26. d Adts xiii. 48. .
¢ Ante fidem haec Chrifti juftitia noftra fuit, quatenus ex
intentione Dei Patris & Chrifti Mediatoris pro nobis praeftira ;
& quia pro nobis praeftica, ideo fuo tempore Deus daturus eft
nobis & gratiam cujufcunque generis, ipfamque etiam fidem
inter alias, & tandem. aliquandn caeleftis gloriae coronam,
——Ante fidem & refipifcentiam applicatir nobis juftitia
Chrifit, utpote propter quam gratiam confequimur efficacem,
ad credendurn in Chriftum & agendum pacnitentiam.  Jwiff,
Vindiciae Gratiaey 1o 1o par, 2. v 25, p. 197,

¥ rightes
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« righteoufnefs of Chrift was ours, being
« in the intention of God the Father, and
« Chrit the Mediator, wrought out for
« yg; and, becaufe wrought out for-us,
« therefore God, in his own time, gives
« ys grace of every kind, and, among o-
¢ thers, faith felf, and, at laft, thecrown
« of heavenly glory.” And, a liule
after he fays:  Before faith and repen-
“ tance the righteoufnefs of Chrift is ap-
« plied unto us ; fince 1t is on the account
« of that that we obtain efficactous grace,
« to believe in Chrift and repent.” Like-
wife the jvdicious Pemble writes to the
fame effe@ f, when, obferving a twofold
juftification, he fays, the one is « Iz foro
« Diwvino, in God's fight, and this goes be-
« fore all our fanétification; for even whilft
« the elet are unconverted, they are then
“ altually juftified, and freed from all fin,
“ by the death of Chrift, and God {o e-
“ fleems of them as free, and, having ac-
‘ cepted of that fatisfaction, is affually re-
« conciled to them. By this juftification,
“ we are freed from the guilt of our fins;
““ and becaufe that is done away, God, in
““ due time, proceeds to give us the grace
* of fan¢tification, to free from fins cor-
% ruption ftill inherent in our perfons.”

¥ Dr. pemble’s Worksy po 223

Ths



28 The Doctrume of Fufisfication,

The other 15  In foro confcientiae, in
« their own fenfe, which is but the revela-
« tion and certain declaration of God’s
« former {ecret alts of accepting Chrift’s
« righteoufnefs to our juftification.” And
Maccovius ¢ {ays,  That becaufe that God
« juftifies us, therefore he gives us faith,
« and other fpiritual gifts.” Now, if ju-
ftification is the caufe, and faith the effet ;
then, as every caufe is before its effe&t, and
every effeCt follows its own caufe, juftifi-
cation muft be before faith, and faith mu#t
follow juftification.

2. Juftification is the object, and faich is
the a&, which is converfant with it. Now
the obje&t does not depend upon the a&,
but the act upon the object. Every objeét
is prior to the a&, which 1s converfant
with it, unlefs it be when an at gives be-
ing to the obje&, which cannot be the cafe
here, unlefs we make faith to be the caufe
or matter of our juftification, which has
been already difproved. Faith 1s the evi-
dence, not the caufe of juftification ; and
if it is an evidence, that of which it is an
evidence muft exift before 1t. ¢ Faith is,
indeed, the evidence of things not feen;”

® Quia ex o, quod nos Deus jultificar, concedit nobis fi-
dem & alia dona Spiritualia, Muccov, wewTay Jiudes, Armi-
nan. ¢ 10,

but.
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but it is not the evidence of things that are
not: What the eye is in thebody, thatfaithis
in the foul. The eye, by virtue of its vifive
faculty beholds fenfible objects, but does
not produce them ; and, did they not pre-
vioufly exift, could not behold them. We
fee the {un fhining in its brightnefs, but did
it not exift before, it could not be vifible
to us ; the fame obfervation will hold good
in ten thoufand other inftances. Faith is
the hand which receives the blefling of ju-
ftification from the Lord, and righteouf-
nefs, by which the foul is juftified from
the God of its falvation; but then this blef~
fing muft exift before faith can receive it.
If any fhould think fit to diftinguifh be-
tween the act of juftification, and the righ-
teoufnefs of Chrift, by which we are jufti-
fied, and objeé, That not juftification, but
the righteoufnefs of Chrift, 1s the obje of
faith: T reply, Either the rightecoufnefs of
Chrift, as juftifying, is the object of faith,
or it 1s not; if it is not, then ’tis ufelefs,
and to be laid afide in the bufinefs of jufti-
fication ; 1f, asjuftifying, it 1s the obje&
of faith, what 1s it elfe but juflification ?
Chrift’s righteoufnefs juftifying me, is my
juftification before God, and, as fuch, my
faith confiders it, and fays, with thechurch®

h Ifﬁi; }El'{c 2.49

« Surely,
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« Surely, in the Lord have I righteoufnef§
and {trength.” |
3. The elet of God are juftified whilft
ungodly, and therefore, before they believe;
the reafon of the confequence is plain, be-
caufe a believer 1s not an ungodly perfon.
That God’s elet are, by nature, ungodly,
will not be denied; as {fuch, Chrit died
for them: « While ! we were yet without
ftrength, in due time Chrift died for the
ungodly.” And’tis as evident, that, as fuch,
God juftifies them: ¢ But * to him that
worketh not, but believeth on him that
juftifieth the ungodly, his faith 1s counted
for righteoufnefs.” Not that God juftifies
the ungodly without a righteoufnefs, but
he imputes and reckons to them the righte-
oufnefs of his Son, for otherwife he would
do that himfelf which he abhors in others:
¢« For!he that juftifieth the wicked, and
he that condemneth the juft, they both are
an abomination to the Lord.” Nor does he
juftify them in their ungodlinefs, but from
it; and, indeed, “ from all things, from
which they could not be juftified by the law
of Mofes,” and yet he juflifies them being
ungodly. Now, if it can be proved that
a believer is, or may be, called an ungodly
perfon, then there js no flrength in my

" Rom. v, 6, ¥ Rom.ivi 5, ! Prov. xvil, 1%.
argus
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argument ; but, I apprehend, it can’t be
proved, from fcripture, that a believer is
{o called; nor can any juft reafon.be given
why he fhould, feeing an ungodly perfon is
one that is without God, 7. e. without the
grace and fear of God, and without Chrift,
being deftitute of a true knowledge of
him, faith in him, and love to him; all
which is incompatible with the chara-
&ter of a believer. I conclude then, that
if God juftifies his elect when they are un-
godly, then he juftifies them before they
believe, which 1s the thing I have under-
taken to prove.

4. All the elect of God were juftified in,
and with Chrift, their Head and Reprefen-
tative; when he rofe from the dead, and
therefore before they believe. The Lord
Jefus Chrift having from erternity engaged
as a Surety for his people, all their fins
were laid upon him, imputed to him, and
placed to his account; for all which he was
refponfible to divine juftice, and, accord-
ingly, 1n the fulnefs of time, gave full fa-
tisfaction for them, by his fufferings and
death ; and, having done this, was acquit-
ted and difcharged : For, as he was put to
death in the fleth, he was juftified in the
Spirit.  Now as he fuffered and died not
as a private perfon, but as a publick one,
{o he rofe again, and was juftified as fuch,

Hence when he was juftified, all thofe for
G whom





