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Advertifement.

T HE occafion of the prefent Diftourfé
is as follows: The Writer being ap-
pointed about eighteen years ago, to preach
at the opening of the Affociation in Phi~
ladelpbia the year follswing, be delivered
a difcourfe nearly the fame in fubflance
with the prefent, from Heb. 1x. 5. This
fermon became the fubjelt of fome conver-
Jation for a while, and there ended.

At the Ajfociation in 1780, be was ap~
pointed to prepare the Circular Letter to
the churches, againft the next Affeciation,
on the fubjec? of God's Covenant. This
when laid before them in 1781, occafioned
fome debate 5 but on flriking out that part
of 1t which related to the Covenant of

Works, it paffed with pretty general ap-

probation.

In the courfe of the year folbwing,
many applications were made to bim
to publifb a Sermon on the fubjelt,
that they might bave bis fentiments on ic

nore
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more at large : And, at the Affociation in
1982, when near feven bundred of thefe
Sermons were fubfcribed for, be was pre='
vailed upon to write and publifh the fame ;
and the ratber as be wifbes to promote a
Spirit of free inquiry, unbiaffed by pre-
Judice or the opinions of men.

Neverthelefs, as be bas a reverend de-
Jference to the judgment of thofe worthy
divines, who bave treated of the cove-
nants in the recerved way, be therefore
Jenfibly feels on the cccafion : and nothing
but Jove to the truth, and the imgportance
of the prefent fubjest to the caufe ¢f true
religion. could confirain bim to deviate
Jrom the common mode of explaining this
toltrne.

As the whote appears to bim Jo confifi-
ent with the fcripture account of man’s
juftification by the righteoufnefs and merits
of Fefus Chrift alone, be cannot but bope
17 will meet with a favourable reception
from thofe, who favour the dolirines of
grace; and as for others, be knows be
bas but little to expell from them, nor
does be beg for quarters.

AcTts



AecTs xvii. 11. |

And fearched the Scriptures daily, whe-
ther thofe things were [o.

HERE is no truth more generally
affented to, by all parties and de-
nominations of Chriftians, than this;
that the Scripture is the only rule of
faith and pra&ice, They all cry, « 7o
 the law, and to the teflimony, if they
““ [peak not according to this word, it is
“ becaufe there is no light in them.” Maiah
viii, 20. Notwithftanding, we have
too much realon to fear, that in this
cafe, as in many others, people are
generally more found in principle
than in pra&tice. For indrawing up a
fyftem of religious truths, for inftance,
the writers have either too imphcitly
followed thofe who have gone before
them, or they have confulted their own
notions and fancies, and made their
fyftems, not {fo much what, from the
word of God, they would be, as what
they imagined they ought to be; and
then have endeavoured to accommo-
date
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date the Scriptures in fupport of them.,
That the Scripture thould {uffer by this
mode of proceeding it is eafy to fee,
when we confider the natural fondnefs
of people, generally {peaking, for their
own notions, and how pliable the
Scripture will become in the hands of
fuch, like a nofe of wax, to fuit every
purpole.

This, however, ought to ferve to put
us the more on our guard, and to engage
us the more to follow the example of
the noble Bereans, in fearching the
Scriptures daily, to {fee whether the
things advanced be fo. ‘The reading of
the whole verfe informs us, that the
Bereans were more noble than thofe of
Theflalonia, on this account, that they
{fearched the Scriptures. It would feem
‘that the Theffalonians, were either, Gal-
Lio-like, indifferent about the truth, and
therefore would not be at the pains of
{earching ; or were fo bigotted to their
received notions, that they would not
fearch further, Thefe are two extremes
equally to be avoided by all enquirers
after truth. Let us always remember

then,
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then, that to be clear of the thackles of
prejudice, on the one hand, and of
carelefs indifference on the other: and
fo prefs forward in purluit of the truth
{fearching for it as for hid treafure, de-
termined to embrace it, wherever we
find it, is a noble thing; while at the
fame time it is fulfilling a pofitive in-
ju&tion of our blefled Lord, when he
faid, <« Search the Scripture.” Johnv, 13.

The fentiments, or points of doétrine,
concerning which we mean at this time
to fearch the Scripture, are thofe of the
Covenants, commonly diflinguithed in-
to three; the covenant of works, the
covenant of grace, and the covenant of
redemption. The firft made with Adam
in the ftate of innocence; the fecond
made with him immediately after the
fall, which is faid to have been after-
wards renewed with Noah, Abraham,
and others of the Patriarchs; and the
third made with Chrift.

In fearching the Scriptures, whether
thefe things be o, we fhall take them up,
one after another, as they lie before us,

and {o begin with the covenant of works.
‘What
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What is commonly called the cove-
nant of works, relates to the tranlac-
tions of God with man, in the ftate of
innocence, refpeéting the forbidden
fruit ; which fome for that reafon call
the covenant of innocence ; whilc others
call it the covenant of works, as above,
as if there ever was, or could be, 2 co-
venant relating to fervice, without
works ; and others again call it the co-
venant of life, though it refpeéted death
as much as life, if not {fomething more,
and which of the two took place. Thus
do the inventors and abettors of this
notional covenant, difagree among them-
felves, as i1s generally the cafe, when
people wander in the dark wildernefs
of their own fancies, without the guid-
ance of divine revelation.

But what faith the {cripture ? Let us
turn to the paflage. Gen. ii. 10, 17.
‘« And the Lord God commanded the
man, faying, of every tree of the gai-
den thou mayeft freely eat. But of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
thou fhalt not eat of it: for in the day
shat thou cateft thereof, thou fhalt fure-

Iy
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ly die.” Now, is there any thing here,
that looks like a covenant? Any 1ifs,
any conditions, any ftipulation and re-
ftipulation ¢ Not a word; not a {ylla-
ble. But on the other hand, we have
every mark, every charater of a law.
Firft, we have it prefaced with the au-
thoritative titles of the enadtor; And the
Lord God. Then we have the language
of authority and of law ; And the Lord
Cod commanded the man., After that
we have the permiffion and prohibition,
informing the fubje@, what he might,
and what he might not do. Of every
tree of the garden thou mayeft freely
eat : but of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil thou fhalt not eat of
it. And laftly, we have the threatning,
or penalty and fan&ion, to fecure and
enforce obedience, or to be inflifted
in cafe of difobedience. For in the day
thou eateft thereof, thou fhalt furely
die. 5o little appearance of a covenant
is there in this place, that it may feem

firange 1t was ever thought of.
But let us fearch further. Where
are the {criptures brought by the writers
on
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on this fubje@, in fupport of the cove-
nant of works? Is there no patlage to
that purpofe fomewhere forward, from
Genefis to Revelations? Not one. The
Bodies of Divinity, the Baptit and
Weftminfter Confeffions of Faith,as well
as all the covenant-writers I have {een,
they all fail. There is one paflage, in-
deed, in Hofea vi, 7. which they would
feem willing to lay fome firefs upon ;
but then it muft be firft mended. The
prefent tranflation muft be found fault
with, and another offered in ftead of it.
The text fays. < They like men have
‘“ tranfgrefled the covenant.” But thefe
tranflation-menders would have it ren-
dered, < They like Adam.” Whata
valuable invention this tranflation-mend-
ing is! How often has it helped peo-
ple to a fcripture, when in the greateft
firait! While at other times it has re-
moved {criptures out of their way, that

they could not well get over 4. But 1
think

+ It is not to be doubted, but that the prefent tranfla-
tion may be mended in fome places ; but then, it is fin-
cerely to be wifthed, that all lovers of the {acred page,
would proceed in this bufinefs with a (paring and cauti-
ous hand, and perhaps never, but where the harmony
of the divine writing allow of, or require it.
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think the great do&or Gill, who was a
mafter in the Hebrew, lays no great
firefs on this emendation, while he refts
the value of it on the little word ##;
which tranflation, fays he, if it can be
fupported ; he dont pretend to fay it
can, but # it can, it will be a fcripture
in fupport of the covenant of works,
The paffage undoubtedly means no
more than this ; that they, the children
of Iracl, who were God’s covenant
people, as we fhall fee bye and bye,
had tranfgrefled God's coverant, as
men too commonly do tranfgrefs or
break covenants made with ene another.
‘“ They like men have tranfgrefled the
covenant.’

But let us fearch the fcriptures, not
to fee if there be any paflage in it to
prove that there was a covenant of
works, for the writers before cited have
without doubt fufficiently done this,
though they have done it in vain; but
let us fearch to fee, if there be any o-
ther text, befides that in Genefis, in
fupport of the /sw of works, to prove
that Adam was under a law, though

not
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not under a covenant. I have long
been of opinion, that one paflage of
fcripture, if it be full and exprefs to
the purpofe, is fufficient to prove any
point; and that to add mady others, as
is too commonly the way, out of a fond-
nefs for many witnefles does but weak-
en the caufe, unlels they be full in point.
Of human witnefles, it is true, two or
three are required in capital aétions;
but what of this to divine teftimony
fince, as the apoflle {ays, and as we all
allow, ¢ 'The witnefs of God 15 great-
er.” 1 John v. g. We are however
in the prefent cafe not at a lofs, for eve-
ry where forward from Genefis, where
mention 1s made of the tranfa&tion mn
queftion, or reference had thereunto, it
is called a law, and nothing elfe.

In Romans v, 12. for inftance, fin
is {z1d to have entered into the world
by one man, and death by fin. Now as
death 1s the wages of fin, vi, 23. fo 1s
fin the tranigreffion of the law, 1 John,
i, 4. Since therefore, the very a& of
Adam in eating the forbidden fruit, is
faid to be fin, tranfgreflion and difo-

bedience,
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bedicnce, Rom. v. 15, 19; and fince
fin is the tranfgreffion of the law, and
where there is no law there can be no
tranfgreflion, iv. 1¢: it is clear that
Adam was under a law. The apoftle
argues yct more expreflly that Adam
was under the law, when he fays, that
{in was in the world, before the giving
of the law by Mofes, v. 13; 7. ¢ all
along from Adam to Mofes. But fays
he, fin is not imputed where there is no
law, Rom. v. 14. ¢ Neverthelefs death
reigned from Adam to Mofes, even over
them, that had not finned after the
fimilitude of Adam’s tran{grcffion.”
v. 14 : that is infants, who could not
be guilty of actual fins, or tranfgreffi-
on of a law, as Adam was. Since there-
fore death the wages of fin, and penal-
‘ty of the law, reigned even over infants,
it muft be that fin was imputed to A~
dam, and to infants on Adam’s account,
and therefore Adam was under a law,
for fin is not imputed, where there is
no law. * More-

* I the Weftminfter Confeflion of Faith, every fin
both original and aual is faid to be a tranfgreffion of

the law of God,—neot covenant. 8o in the Baptitt Con-
feflion
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Moreover, with refpe& to the fecond
Adam, is there any thing faid any where
that he came, or was to come, to ful-
fil, keep and make good the covenant
that the firt Adam broke ? What was
the work of our bleffed Surcty ? Was
it not to anfwer the demands of the
law? Did he not ftand in our law
place? Was he not made under the law,
to redeem them that were under the
law ? Gal. v, 55. Yes, and he anfwered
the demands of the law too, in full,
both penal and preceptive, and thus
keeping the law made it honourable,
Ifaiah xlii, 21. Now, this was the very
law that Adam was under, even the
moral law,

For, though the prohibition of the
forbidden fruit, was a pofitive law, giv-
en for the trial of his obedience, yet

was he under the moral law, and, by
the

fafMon of faith, Adam and Eve are faid to tranfgrefs
the law and the commandment given unto them, by
eating the forbidden fruit. Likewife the Larger Cate-
chifm fays, Our firft parents tranf{greffed the com-
mandment of God, in eating the forbidden fruit. Te
the fame effe& the Baptift Catechifm fays, That fin is
any wint of conformi'y untd, or tranfgreflion of the
law of God,—~~not covenant.
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the tranfgreflion of this pofitive pre-
cept, fell from his moral rightcoufnefs ;
nor can there be a breach of a pofitive
law of God, without involving immo-
rality. *

And befides, the nature of a cove-
nant ‘is incompatible with the relation
fubfifting between God and man, and
therefore inadmiflible.  For the idea of
a covenant includes thefe things follow-
ing :

1. Mutual wants in the parties cove-
nanting.

2. Mutual benefits enjoyed by them.,

3. Power

* In the prefent cafe it would be eafy to conceive, that
Adam, in eating the forbidden fruit, in a manner broke
every precept of the moral law, for, he was guilty cf
{etting up another God, of trampling on the authority -
of the true God, and profaning his holy name; when,
he gave him the lie, difbelieved his word, d:f,beyed his
command, and transferred all the honour of faith, wor.
fhip, obedience, and hope, to another. He dithonored
his parent in the higheft manner. He was guilty of
murder, in murdaring himfelf and pofterity, foul and
body. He was guilty of theft and robbery, in robbing
God of his glory, himfelf and pofterity of mnnocence and
happinefs, While to receive a falle witnels, and aft
wpon it,was no better than to bear falfe witnefs. And,
finally, be coveted the goods and property of another:
and not only coveted, but took poffeffion of, and
devoured at once, Nor would it be difficult to fhew,
that this one fin involved in it, infidelity, pride, ingra-
titude, contempt folly,.cruelty, and thofle other aifec-
tions and aggravations of fin.
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3. Power in cach party to perform
the conditions of the covenant.

4. Each party is brought under obli-
gation to the other, by the performance
of thofe conditions. -

5. Merit on both fides.

6. Either party may refufe, or obje&
to the propofed conditions,

7. And, laftly, neither party ought
to be under prior obligation to the o-
ther, refpecting the conditions of the
coverant.

Now, of thefe particulars not one
can be admitted in the prefent cafe,
except the third. For who will pre-
fume to fay, that the Almighty ftood in
any need of the fervice of man, or of
any of his creatures; or that he could
be henefited by the fervice of any of
them; or that the fervice performed
could bring the glorious Creator under
obligation to the creature ; or that the
creature could merit by his doings; or
that man could refufe or objeét to what
was enjoined on him; or lafily, that
man was not under prior obligations to
perform all that was required of him{i

an
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and therefore would have been an un-
profitable fervant after all he had done.
Luke xvit 0.

From the tenor of feripture then,
and the nature of a covenant, it is ma-
nifeft there never was a covenant of
works made with Adam,

But fome, perhaps, will obje&t and
fay, < How could Adam be a public
head, if he was not a covenant head,
7. e. if there never was a covenant of
works ?”  As if there was no way of
being a public head, butin 2 covenant
way. It might feem fufficient here to
obferve, that if there never was a cove-~
nant of works, as we have feen there
was not; and if Adam could not be a
public head, but in a covenant way :
then he was no public head at all. But,
to me, there appears an eafy way of
folving this difficulty. That Adam was
a public head and reprefentative of his
pofterity, who were to ftand or fall
with him, no one can doubt, who will
read the fifth chapter to the Romans,
and the fifteenth of the firft epiftle to
the Corinthians, with fome other paf-

C fages ;
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fages; and who will confider the event
of the cafe in queftion, and the nature
of things. But then, you will afk,
«« How could it be, if there was no
covenant ?’ I anfwer, juft in that very
way it ought, and only could be, and
that is, The appointment of God. It
was the pleafure and will of God, that
Adam fhould ftand in this public cha-
radter and relation to his pofterity; and
fo be a lively figure, or type, of him
who was to come.

If any thould enquire what advantage
there is in denominating this tranfadti-
on with Adam, in the ftate of inno-
cence a law, rather than a covenant;
we anfwer, much every way. Firft, in
that it is of dangerous confequence to
change the names of things, and put one
word for another of very different im-
port, * as will readily appear to any one,
who will confider how much mankind

are impofed upon by names, which is
the

* We may fay of the word covenant, what doftor
Ridgtey, with his ufual candour, fays of the word re-
flipulation, as applied to this doftrine, But, fays he,
fince it is to ufe a word without its proper ideas, which
others annex to it, ] humbly conceive this de@rine may
be better explained without it.
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the ground of that wo pronounced by
the prophet, when he fays, < Wo unto
¢ them that call evil good, and good
evil ; that put darknefs for light, and
light for darknefs ; that put bitter for
{weet and {weet for bitter,” Ifaiah v, 0.
And then the difference here is not in
name only. A law and a covenant aie
very different things, as we have feen
above. Befides, is there no advantage
in adhering to the fcripture? If we de-
viate from it in one point, why not in
another, why not in every thing? To
which we may add, that in following
the Scripture by denominating this
tranfadtion with Adam a law rather than
‘a covenant, we gain this mighty advan-
tage, that we avoid nurfing that legal
ftrain of fpirit, fo natural to mankind,
and at the fame time {o injurious to
their everlafting happinefs. To talk
about covenants between God and men,
and yet to pretend to be oppofed
to Arminianifm, 15 a perfet {ole-
cifm in divinity. Is it not manifeft that
all true Calvinifts, all, who 1n reality
favour the dodrines of grace, are amaz-

ingly
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ingly embarraffed with the notion of
covenants made with men relpeéting
{piritual things, and pull down with the
one hand, what they build with the
other? Thus, when they {peak of the
covenant of works, they will tell you,
that it is a law-covenant. And when
they f(peak of the covenant of grace,
made with Adam and the faithful, they
fay it 1s not a covenant properly, but a
free, abfolute, unconditional covenant.
"Thus explaining away what they would
feem willingly to eftablifh.

We thall now difmifs this head of
difcourfe, and pafs on, in the lecond
Place, to confider the ground of what
18 called the covenant of grace, which
is faid to have been firlt made with
Adam, and afterwards renewed with
others of the patriarchs, in favour of
the taithful.

The paflages of Scripture on which
this 15 pretended to be founded, are
thofe which relate to the difcovery and
manifeftation of the rich grace of God,
with refpe& to the recovery and re-
demption of finful man, from his loft

ftate
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ftate and condition by the fall, But
why thefe manifeftations fhould be held
forth to our view, under the notion of
covenants, is hard to lay. For when
we {earch the Scriptures, whether thefe
things be {o, we find no appearance of
that kind.

The firlt dawning of the gofpel, and,
at the famc time, the firft glimmering of
hope, appeared to Adam, in the pro-
mife that was made refpecting the feed
of the woman, which was Chrift, Gal.
i1, 16. that it thould bruife the {ferpent’s
head, Gen. 111, 1.. |

Although this was addrefled to the
{erpent, yet being overheard by Adam,
whom it more immediately concerned,
and being comprehended by faith, un-
der the influence of the ipirit, 1t afford-
ed fome ground of hope. Here the
cternal counfels of the mytterious grace
of God began to untold themfelves.

In the promie made to Abraham,
which was afterwards renewed to lfaac
and Jacob, Gal. sii. 8. the fame goipel
grace breaks forth with clearer light,
What had before been {poken in more

general
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general terms, of the {feed of the woman,
is now faid in a more particular man-
ner of the feed of Abraham. ¢ In thy
{eed fhall all nations of the earth be
bleffed,” Gen. xxii, 18.

To Jacob the very time of accom-
plifhing the promife was limited, while
it was faid; ¢¢ The {cepter fhall not de-
part from Judah, nor a law-giver from
between his feet, until Shiloh come,
and unto him fhall the gathering of the
people be, Gen. xlix, 10.

Mofes renders the promife ftll more
manifeft, while he points out a charac-
ter and likenefs. < A prophet,” fays
he, << fthall the Lord thy God raife up
unto thee, of thy brethren like unto me;
unto him fhall ye hearken,” Deuterono-
my xvil,

In the prophets, who were much
further advanced 1in the difpenfation of
the promifes, approaching to the ful-
nefs of time, haftening to the coming
of the Meffiah, you have his virgin mo-
ther, If. vii, 15. place of birth, Mich.
v, 2. and other circymftances particu-
larly pointed out.

Only
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Only obferve the order and progrefsof
the Divine promifes, gathering light and
firength as they advance. When the
firft intimation of a Saviour was given,
he was to be fought for among all the
human race. Afterward we are direét-
ed to the particular feed of Abraham.
Of Jacob s numerous fons, the tribe of
Judah is taken : Of the tribe of Judah
the family of Jeffe, If. xii, 10; and of
Jefle’s fons, the houfe of David, Jer.
xxii, 5. Thus reducing as it were to
a point, what had at firft been delivered
but in very general terms.

Thefe are fome of the leading and
principal difcoveries that were made
to the world, of our bleffed Saviour, be-
fore his incarpation. Thus did the pro-
mifes and prophecies become brighier
and brighter, until at laft they fhone
more clear in their full accomplithment,
when the Sun of Righteoufnefs rofe,
difpelling darknefs, and {preading the
light of the gofpel day. But what do
we {ee in all this like a covenant? No-
thing at all. No not the leaft thadow
of i1t,

Let
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Let us now fee how the apoftles of
gur blefled Lord underflood thefe things.
What is the language of the New T'ef-
tament ? Exadly of the fame tenor with
what we have feen above. It fpeaks
of promifes, gifts, legacies ; all free,
abfolute and unconditional. Let us cite
a few paflages : For the promife 1s uu-
to you and to your children, Adcsii. 34.
Of this man’s feed has God according
to His promife, Ad&s xiii. 27. For the
hope of the promife made of God unto
our fathers, Adts xxvi, n. Hers ac-
cording to the promife, Gal. 1. 21, 22,
2g. The promife oi eternal inheritance,
Heb. ix, 19. To perform the mercy
promifed, Luke 1. 72. And this 1s the
promife, that he has promifed us, even
eternal life 1 John ii. 25. For all the
promifes of God in him, are not yea
and nay, but yea and amen, 2 Cor. 1. 2c.
In like manner we read of gifts: If thou
kneweft the gift of God, John w. io.
Free gift, Rom. v. 1—1¥. Unipeak-
able gift, 2 Cor. ix. 14. Gave gifts un-
to men, Eph. v. §. Hence alfo, the

adminiftrations of grace are called, the
Old
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Old and New Teftanient, 2 Cor. iii. 6,
i4. becaufe a teftament commonly
contains free gifts and legacies made
over and infured to the heirs. How
contrary is all this to the language and
nature of a covenant.

In page 15 and 6, we obferved,
that not any of the particulars included
in the idea of a covenant could be ad-
mitted, in the tranfacion between God
and man in the ftate of innocence, ex~
cept one. But here, with refpett to a
covenant made with fallen man con-
cerning [piritual things, not one excep-
tion is to be made. The idea of a cove-
nant is totally excluded. In the ftate
of innocence man had power, and that
was the only particular admiffible. But
now, he has loft his power, and there
is not the leaft room left for the idea of
a covenant on any ground whatever.
The whole and fole dependence of man
in his prefent ftate is the grace, the free
grace of God.

Is it not {trange, to hear people ta;lk,
that faith and repentance are the terms
and conditions of the covenant made

D with
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with man fince the fall; and that the
grace in this covenant confifts, in that
the terms are ealy, and power given to
perform them. 3 What work! What
ftrange work ! By thofe that pretend
to favour the dodirines of grace too:
endeavouring thus to convert the gof-
pel of the free grace of God into a co-
venant of works, with terms and con-
ditions. Well may we addrefs thefe
men in the language of the apoftle,
when he fays, “ Ye are fallen from
grace.” Gal. v, 4. What a pity that
they have yet to learn, that faith and
repentance are the gifts of God,
and the effe& of his grace wrought in
us, not any thing wrought by us: And
that they are {o far from being cafy, or
¢afier than thofe things required of
Adam in the ftate of innecence : that
while thefe were perfe&tly practicable
and ealy ; thofe are abfolutely impof-
fible. A tman may as well attempt to
remove mountains, as to exercife faith
and repentancs. How fhall be hare and

loathe

- %1 Others again, fecond coufins to the firl, talk that.
finverity is received in lieu of perfeltion.
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loathe that, which it is as natural for him
to love and delight in, as it is for him
to love himfelf ? Or how fhall he loathe
and abhor himfelf on account of that
which he rolls as a fweet morfel under
his tongue, Job xx, 12, But when 1t
is faid, that power is given, freely given,
to perform thele impoflibilities ; this is
deftroying the nature of a covenant, con-
verting terms and conditions into mere.
alls of {overeign grace, and transferring
the claim of merit from us, to him, who

does all our works 1n us, If. xxvi, 12.
As for thofe, who hold the power and
liberty of the will of man to do gpod
in the prefent flate, as well as in the
fate of innoceance; and who therefore
talk of terms and conditions to be per-
formed by man, on performance of
which, he pleads the merit of his good
deeds, claims the forgivene(s of his fins,
and full admiffion into happinefs: it
muft be owned they are tolerably con-
fiftent with themielves, though they be
totally inconfiftent with the revelation
of God's method of grace, which muft
bend and give way to their carnal and
natural
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natural notions of things. But thofe,
who hold that man has now loft his
power and inclination to do good ; that
he is dead in trefpaffes and in fins, Eph.
i1, 1 ; that he isprone to evil as the
{parks to fly upward; that it is God
muft work in him both to will and to
do, of his own good pleafure, Fhil. ii
13, and after all, that man’s depen-
dence 1s not on the merits of his own
doings but folely on the merits of an-
other, even that of our bleflfed Lord
and Saviour Jefus Chrift; that thefe
fhould talk of covenants, terms and
conditions, makes that they are neither
confiftent with themfelves, nor the word
of God. ‘They may have found hearts
derived from their experience, and in
fome meafure found heads; but are
firangely led aftray by thofe legal ex-
preflions and modes of f{peaking, fo to-~
tally foreign to the gofpel.

- We fhall now pafs on to confider the
covenant made with the nation of the
Jews, and a paffage or two in the Pro-
phets and fo haften to the laft head of
dilcourfe.

The
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The covenant made with Ifrael in
the wildernefs, commonly called the
Abrahamic covenant, merits particular
attention. When we confider this co-
venant, it appears to contain nothing of
{piritual things ; nor to have any refer-
ence thereto, further than that the gof-
pel promifes, explained above, were
mentioned along with it. It referred
altogether to fele&ting the feed of Abra-
ham from among the nations of the
earth, to a national church flate, and,
in that refpe&, a peculiar people, Deut,
xxvi, 18. and to the enjoyment of the
land of Canaan. The outward rituals
and ceremonies of their church-wor-
fhip, and ferving the Lord astheir king
in their ftate of Theocracy, which they
promifed and had in their power to do,
they were to obferve, as the conditions
of enjoying the promifed land, and prof-
perity therein. Want of attention to
this circumftance has been the occafion
of much confufion. The firft mention
of this covenant was made to Abraham,
which was afterward renewed with 1faac
and Jacob, but it did pot take its full

form,
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form, until it was made with the whole
body of the Jewith people in the wilder-
nefs. But let us confider the pafiages

particularly that make mention of it.
To Abraham it was faid, < Get thee
out of thy country, and from thy kin-
dred, and from thy fathers houfe, unto
a land that I will fthew thee. And I
will make of thee a great nation. And
I will blefs them that blefs thee, and
curfe them that curfe thee: and in thee
fhall all families of the earth be blel~
fed,” Gen. xi. 1, 2, 7. Afterward,
when he had come into the land of Ca-
naan, it was faid ; *« Unto thy feed will
I give this land, Gen. xii, 7. And 1
will establifh my covenant between me
and thee, and thy feed after thee, In
their generations, for an everlafting co-
venant, to be a God unto thee and to
thy feed after thee. And I will give
unto thee and to thy feed after thee, the
land wherein thou art a firanger, all the
land of Canaan, for an everlafting pof-
{feflion ; and I will be their God,” Gen.
xvil. 7, 8. Here we fee that the land
of Canaan was the ohject of the cove~
nant
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nant. And afterward, the fame was re-
newed with Ifaac, becaufe Abraham had
fulfilled the conditions of it. < And [
will make thy feed to mulfiply as the
ftars of heaven, and I will give unto thy
feed all thefe countries ; and in thy feed
thall all the nations of the earth be blef-
fed : becaufe Abraham obeyed my
voice, and kept my charge, my com-
mandments, my ftatutes, and my laws,”
Gen. xxvi. 4, 5. So again to Jacob,
nearly i the {ame terms, xxxvii, 13, 14.

In the wildernefs as we mentioned
before, the whole affumes more fully
the form of a covenant; and we have
the terms and conditions of it, and the
confent of parties more at large.

<< And Mbpfes went up unto God;
“ and the Lord called unto him out of
““ the mountain, faying, Thus fhale
* thou f{ay unto the houfe of Jacob, and
“ tell the children of Ifrael. Ye have
*feen what I did wnto the Egyptians,
 and how I bare you on eagles wings,
* and brought you unto myfelf. Nowr
“ thtrefore if ye will obey my voice
“ indeed, and keep my covenaut, then

£¢ ye
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+ ye-{hall be a pecular treafure unto me
“ above all people: for all the earth
- ¢ is mine. And ye fhall be unto me a
¢ kingdom of priefts, and an holy na-
*« tion. Thefe are the words which
‘ thou fhalt {peak unto the children of
¢« Ifrael. And Moles came and called
¢« for the elders of the people, and laid
<« before their faces all thefe words,
«« which the Lord commanded him.
« And all the people anfwered together,
¢ and faid, All that the Lord has {pok=
*« en we will do. And Mofes returned
*« the words of the people unto the
“Tord, Exod. xix, 8.

In thefe words we {eem to have the
preface, and leading heads of the cove-
nant propofed to the people before hand
to which they affent. Then, in the
goth, 21ft, 22d, and 2:d chapters fol-
lowing, we have the particulars of the
covenant penned down at large, fo far
as it refpeéted the moral and civil law.
And afterwards the fame was read to
the people for their affent, which they
do, with fome formal circumftances of
confirmation, Exod. xxiv, 3, 8.

«« And
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«« And Mofes came and told the peo-
ple all the words of the Lord, and all
the judgments; and all the people an~
fwered with one voice, and faid: All
the words, which the Lord hath faid,
will we do,” &c.

Then in the following chapters we
have the ceremonies of divine worfhip
entered at large ; and, in the 26th chap-
ter of Leviticus, the fame are reduced
into the form of a covenant.

Thus you fee, this covenant (or, if
you will, thefe covenants) relpected
only temporal bleflings, and was en-
forced only by temporal rewards and
punifhments.

And forward, in the Old Teftament,
where ever mention is made of  this co-
venant, or reference had thereunto, it
is always {fpoken of and confidered in
this light. See Jofh. xxiii. 16. Deut,
xxix. 21---25. Jer. xi. Hence were
the people of the Jews fo often diftrel-
fed and harrafled in the land of Canaan,
for their breach of this covenant, Judg.
it. 20, ; and led out of it into captivity,
2 Kings xviil, 11, 12; and finally

E rejected
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rejeéted from being the people of the
Lord. And here it muft be obferved, that
even this Ifraelitifh covenant, was not a
covenant properly, but as 1t were & law,
tho it was deliveredin part in the form
of a covenant. So far as it enjoined thofe
things,that were of a moralnature, which
they were therefore underprior obligati-
on to obferve and do, it was a law : but,
it was a covenant fo far as it refpedted
their theocratical flate of government,
and was 2 compact between them and
the Lord their King; wherein he con-
deicended to come wunder certain cn-
gagements to them as his people, upon
certain conditions, which they promif-
ed, and had in their power to perform.
Now, as this covenant only referred
to morality, the civil polity of the Jews,
and the outward rites and ordinances of
worthip, which the apofile calls, Carnal
ordinances and a worldly fan&uary,
Heb. ix. 1. 10; and contained only
temporal rewards and punifhments,
but nothing of {piritual bleflings or
~gofpel grace, unlefs it be in a typical
way : It is clear, they might have kc;ll?t
- this
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this covenant in full, and not have been
a whit the nearer heaven, or the more
entitled to everlafting happinefs.

‘To hold forth the pardon of fin, and
the juttification of the finner ; and then
heaven and happinefs as the free gift
of God through Jefus Chrift, without
any meriterious conditions, to be per-
formed on the part of man; this is pe-
culiar to the gofpel, and the glory of it.
The glory 1 fay of that gofpel, with
which the covenant now beforc us had
nothing to do, unlefs typically, and
which was firft held forth to Adam, af-
terwards gradually increafed in light,
until at laft it broke forth with mendi-
an brightnefs, when the day fpring from
on high vifited us, Luke i, 78. And
on this very account, the Ifraelitith co-
venant is confidered as being far inferi-
or to the gofpel, and particulariy the
difpenfation of it, in thefe paflages in
the prophets, of which we made men-
tion above, and which we fhall now
pals on to confider.

In Haiah we read, < As for me, this

my covenant with them, faith the

Loxd,”
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Lord,” &c. Ifa. lix. 21. Whether this
text refers to the gofpel or not, is a
hLttle doubtful. If 1t does, it will be
of the fame import with that in Jere-
miah, where we have thefe words;
- ¢« Behold the days come, faith the Lord,
that I will make a new covenant with
the houfe of Ifrael, and with the houfe
of Judah. Not according to the co-
venant that 1 made with their fathers,
in the day that 1 took them by the hand,
to bring them out of the land of Egypt,
which my covenant they brake, altho’
I was an hufband unto them, faith the
Lord. But this thall be the covenant that
I will make with the houfe of Ifrael,
after thofe days, faith the Lord ; I will
put my law in their inward parts, and
write it in their hearts, and will be their
God, and they fhall be my people.
And they fhall teach no more every
man his neighbour, and every man his
brother, faying, Know the Lord: for
they thall all know me from the leaft
of them to the greateft of them, faith
the Lord; for I will forgive their ini-

quity
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quity, and I will remember their fin
no more,” Jer. xxxi. 31---34.

This paflage undcubtedly refers to
the gofpel. But then, you fee nothing
in it that looks like a covenant. No ifs,
no terms, no conditions: nothing to
be performed by the creature in a way
of merit. But, on the contrary, the
language here is pure gofpel. It 1s not,
« 1 will, if they will;’ but, « I will,
and they fhall.” <« I will put my law
in their inward parts, and write it in
their hearts;” the regenerating and
fan&tifying operations of the OSpirit;
« And will be their God, and they
thall be my people ;" according to that
faying,  Thy people fhall be willing
in the day of thy power;” ¢ For I
will forgive their iniquity, and I will
remember their {in no more.” The
genuine language of fovereign grace.

Now the prophet {peaks of thele Ipt-
ritual bleffings, this pure gofpel, as be-
ing totally different from the contents
of the Ifrachtith covenant. For, fays he,
¢« Behold the days come, faith the Lord,
that 1 will make a new covenant with

the
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the houfc of Ifrael, and with the houfe
of Judah. Not according to the cove-
nant that I made with their fathers: no,
verily . ‘but altogether different from it;
as different as {piritual things are from
temporal, as the heaven is from the
carth,

If any fhould here enquire, « Why
then is it called a covenant, if the con-
tents of it be pure gofpel, and the two
are fo very different?’ For their {atif-
fadion I would fuggelt the foﬂowmg
conﬁderatmns

. That the word covenant in the Old
Teﬁ_amant fometimes means a ftatute,
ordinance, eftablithment, appointment
and decree : as in Jeremiah xxxiii. 20,
““ Thus faith the Lord, if you can break
my covenant of the day, and my cove-
nant of the night.” 7 ¢. My appoint-
ment of the fucceffion of day and night.
So in Gen. ix, 9, 11. God is faid to
make a covenant with Noah and his fa-
mily, and with the beafts of the earth,
that all fleth thould not be cut off any
more by the waters of a flood; which
can mean nothing more than the ap-

- pointmens
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poinment and decree of God in this
matter. And agam in Numb. =xvii,
19. the fame thing is faid to be a fta-
tute and a covenant, and in the 8th verfe
an ordinance ; refpeéing the portion of
the Priefts and Levites. So that the
word covenant is not always to be un-
derftood in a {tri& fenfe. Thus m the
text in queftion, when it is faid, Behold
1 make a new covenant, as itreiers to
the gofpel, or New Teftament difpen(a-
tion, by way of diftin&ion from the old
covenant, or Old Teftament difpenfati-
on, it is not neceffary that we fhould
underftand any thing more by it than
difpenfation : and it certainly means no
more. | -
2. That the ufe of the word covenant
might be more confonant with that legal
difpenfation, than that of a ‘Teftament.
Efpecially,
3. As the prophet was about to draw
a comparifon between the two difpenfa-
tions, in order to fhew the pre-eminence
of the one to the other: fince the old
was known to that people by the word
covenant,
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covenant, it was natural to exprefs the
new by the {fame term.

4. And lattly, That it might feem
odd to fpeak of a Teftament, while the
Teftator was yet living ; as the apoftle
obferves in thefe words; ¢ For where a
a Teftament is, there muft alfo of necel-
fity be the death of the Teftator.  For
a Teftament is of force after men are
dead; otherwife it is of no firength at
all, while the Teftator liveth.” "Heb.
ix. 16, 17. -

In exa& confiftency herewith we find,
that when our bleffed Lord and Saviour
was about to lay down his life, and con-
fidered himfelf as already dead, at the
time of the inftitution of the Lord’s Sup-
per, he lays afide the ufe of the word
covenant, and takes up the more proper
word Teftament, faying, This is my
blood of the New Teftament, Mat.
xxvi. 28. and from thence forward the
word Teftament is conftantly ufed when
reference is had to the difpenfation of
Grace ¥, Whence

* The words covenant and teflament feem to be ufed

rather promifcuoufly in cur Epglifh tranflation othhe
ew
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Hence it is, that we {o often read
of heirs ; as, heirs of God, Rom. vii,
17. Heirs according to the promife,
Sal. dii. 29. Fellow heirs, Eph. 11. 6.
By his grace we fhould be made heirs,
Tit. iii. 7. Heirs of falvation, Heb. 1.
14. Heirs of promife, Heb. vi. 17.
Heirs of the kingdom, James i1. 5. &c.
A language and way of {peaking per-
fectly confonant with a teftament, but
has nothing to do with a covenant.

The word covenant feems to have
been introduced into the Chriftian reli-
gion, becaufe it favoured of a lcgal

F firain,

New Teftament. The things exprefled by them are
three : 1, The Ifraelitith covenant, or Old Teftament
difpenfation, 2. The New Teflament, or its difpenfation.
And 3. Agreements between men.

The firft, not being a covenant properly, and anfwer-
ing to the word diatheke in Greek, whicn fignifies a tel-
tament or difpotion of things, is therefore, as well as.the
fecond, always exprefled by that word.  But the third,
as it means a covenant properly, is therefore exprefled,
in the Greek, by quite otner words,

The frft and fecond you havein thefe thirty-one places
following ; Mat. xxvi, 28. Mark xiv, 24. Luke i. 72,
xxii. 20. Aftsiii.24. vii. 8 Rom, ix. 5. xi.27. 1 Cor.
xi. 25. 2 Cor. iii. 6, 14. Gal. iii. 15, 17. iv.24. Eph.ii.
12. Heb vii. 22. viii. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, ix. 4, 15, 16, 17, 20.
x. 16, 29. %ii. 84. xiit. 20. Rev. xt1 19 Alfo underftood,
but not exprefled, in the Greek, in thefe two places,
Heb. viii. 13.ix. 1 making thirty-three places in Epglifh.

And the third you have in the(e three places, Mat.
¥xvi 15. Luke xxii. 5. Rom. 1. 13, '
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ftrain, fo acceptable to thofe, who are
fond of terms and conditions, to be per-
formed by men : while others, who do
not favour legalifm, yet too incautioufly
make ule of the word covenant, in bare
compliance with cuftom; tho’ thefe are
generally careful to inform us, that it
means a teftamentary covenant, a free,
abfolute, unconditional covenant; which
is much the fame thing as to fay that is
no covenant at all.

But it 1s fincerely to be lamented,
that any, who are admirers of the glo-
rious Redeemer, and the doérines of
grace, thould be thus led aftray, in imi-
tation of thofe, who are at leaft unfa-
vourable, if not enemies to the doéirine
of the atonement.

The fum on the prefent head 1s this ;
that the glorious difpenfations and ma-
nifeftations of the rich grace and mercy
of God in Chrift, contain free, abfolute,
and unconditional promifes, of the free,
rich and unmerited gifts of God, con-
veyed to the heirs as legacies, in a tefla-
mentary way.

Having thus faid what feems nccefla-

Ty
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ry on the two firft heads of difcourfe, at
leaft {o far as our bounds will admut, we
{hall now come to the third and laft,
which is the Covenant of Redemption,
made with Chrift. This relates to the
glorious tranfaction between the perfons
of the ever bleffed Trinity, refpeéting
the recovery and falvation of fallen man.

In fearching the {criptures, that we
may draw from that pure fountain our
knowledge of that wonderful difcovery,
and unparallelled inftance of rich grace,
we find it is {poken of under different
views. Amang thefe that of a covenant
may claim our firft attention.. If ever
there was a covenant of grace, this isit:
forafmuch as it exhibits the moft glori-
ous difplay of grace and mercy, that e-
ver appeared to men or angels. If ever
there was a covenant of redemption,
here you will find it: fince the redemp-
tion of the ele& was the obje& of it
And, on the part of Chrift, it was a co-
venant of works too: foralmuch as the
great work of redemption, the fulfiliing
the law of God in behalf of his people,
for whom he undertoook as their {urety,

was
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was performed by him.  As it is writ-
ten, ¢ Be furety for thy fervant for
good,” Pf. cxix. 122. ““Lord I am op-
prefled, undertake thou for me,” lfaiah.
xxxviil. 14. ¢ I have found a ranfom,”
Job xxxiii. 24. ¢ The ranfomed of the
Lord,” If. xxxv. 10. *“ And to give
his life a ranfom for many,” Matthew
Xx. 28.

The principal places of the Scripture
that {peak of" this glorious tranfaction
between the perfons of the adorable
Godhead, refpeéting man’s recovery,
- as a covenant, are thefe following:
““ And my covenant fhall ftand faft with
him, Pfal. Ixxxix, 28. And give thee
for a covenant of the people, If. xlii. 6.
xlix, 8. Neither fhall the covenant of my
peace be removed, liv, 10. As for
thee alfo by the blood of thy covenant,
I have fent forth thy prifoners out of
the pit, Zech.ix, 11. Even the meflen-
ger of the covenant,” Mal. i, 1.

- Now as thefe paflages evidently refer
to Chrift, who is called the Meflenger of
the Covenant ; is faid to be given for a
covenant of the people ; that this cove-

nant
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nant with him fhould ftand, even the
covenant of peace, which fhould not be
removed; and that his prifoners thould
be f{ent forth out of the pit, even by the
blood of his covenant ; there is no room
left to doubt, but that there was, as it
were, a covenant engagement entered
into between the perfons of the Trinity,
with a view to accomplith the great
work of man’s redemption. And be-
fides, there is nothing forbids admitting
of a covenant here. For firfl, it has not
a dangerous tendency, to encourage and
nourifh a legal firain of {pirit, as the no-
tion of a covenant made with man has.
And then, there i1s much more room
here for the idea of a covenant, than in
the other cafe. For the parties were
upon equal footing, on equal terms and
equally interefted ; they were not under
prior obligations ; and they had power
to perform the conditions, or engage-
ments entered into.

It muft, however, be remembered,
that even here, the idea of a covenant
complete in every part cannot be ad-
mitted ; {ince the parties were not in

want,
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want, nor could be benefited. Which
perhaps may be the reafon, why this
glorious tranfa&ion is fpoken of in ma-
ny other places under other views. 'The
chief of thefe isthat of a counlel, accor-
ing to thefe fcriptures; * And the coun-
{el of peace fhall be between them both,
Zech. vi, 13. For 1 have not {hunned
to declare unto you the whole counicl
of God, A&. xx,27. 'The immutabili-
ty of his counfel, Heb. vi, 17. Being
delivered by the determinate counfel of
God, A&. 1, 23.

Here we are given to underftand, that
the perfons of the blefled Trinity held 3
counfel, Ipeaking after the manner of
men, to deliberate, devife, and contrive
what fhould be done, to recaver and
fave fallen man, In this counfel the
whole fcheme was adjufted and fettled ;
who fhould be faved, by what means,
and after what manner: even in that
glorious manner, which is held forth to
us in Divine Revelation, wherein the
glory of all the Divine attributes is fe-
cured and even advanced, Satan defeat-
ed, and a door of hope opened to man,

Now
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Now in confequence of thus adjulting
and fettling the whole, there was a fixed
tefolution or purpofe what to do. So
the apoftle fpeaks; *“ According to the
eternal purpofe which he purpofed in
Chrift Jefus our Lord,” Eph. iii, 11.

Then allo the bleffed Redeemer was
chofen or eledted to the great work.
Hence the prophet. = Behold my fer-
vant whom I uphold; mine ele@, in
whom iy foul delighteth,” If. Ixii, 1.
And he was not only chofen, but alfo
appointed thereunto, or fore-ordained,
accordihg to Peter ; « Who verily was
fore-ordained, before the foundatlon of
the world,” 1 Pet. i, 20.

‘The great and glorlous plan of re-
demption, the refult of the wifdom and
grace of God, being thus fettled ; and
the Redeemer chofen and app ointed s
it remained to publifh, reveal, and mani-
feft the fame to the world, that i the
gofpel elpecially man might fee the
odious nature of {in, and repent; and
might by faith look to him, on whom
his help was laid, and be faved. 'This
manifeftation of the grace of God took

place
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place immediately after the fall, and
became brighter and brighter in after
ages, as we have feen above, until, in
the fulnefs of time, the chofen of the Fa-
ther was fent, John x, 26¢, received a
commandment to accomplifh the whole,
John x, 15, he obeyed, Pl xl, , 8, and
was rewarded, Pf. ii, 8. Phil. i1, g,
- Now, as thefe latter expreflions of
Scripture may feem not to comport {o
well with the nature of a covenant, let it
be remembered, that they refer, not {o
much to the eftablifhment of the glo-
rious fcheme, as to the accomplifhment
of it. In the firft the Redeemer was God,
in the fecond God-man. For, though
a perfon may have no claim on another,
prior to {ome covenant or agreement,
yet afterward he may. And the perfon
of the Redeemer is not to be confidered
fimply as God, but rather as God-man,
in the accomplithment of this gloricus
work. Now, in this capacity, it is not
inconfiftent to conceive of his being a
fervant, being fent, receiving a com-
mandment, obeying and being reward-
ed. Nor is there any inconfiflency be-
{ween
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tween the notion of a counfel held to
concert matters, and that of a covenant
entered into ; forafmuch as the latter

might be the refult of the former #,
Above we mentioned in the general,
that the whole plan or {cheme of re-
demption, was contrived, adjufted and
fettled ; but it is neceflary we fhould

{peak of it a little more particularly
The great difficulty in this wonderful
confultation, which would have puzzled
men and angels, was to contrive a way
for the venting of mercy, and at the
fame time leave immaculate the glory of
Divine juftice. The different claims of
thefe two leading perfections of Deity,
rendered the undertaking in a manner
infuperable. But Divine wifdom inter-
poles ; as the apoftle {peaks of the ma-~
nifold wifdom of God, Eph. iii, j0; and
G by

¥ Should any be of opinion, that as the word covenant
is only ufed in the Old Teftament, as being more confo-
naot to that legal difpenfation, but never inrthe New, it
aught therefore to be laid afide: I am eafy . fince I can
fee no bad confequence would follow, For T would not
promote a difpute about words, when they are not of
dangerous tendency. To me, however, there appears
fufficient grouud for the ufe of the word Covenant here,
asi well in the language of Scripture, as in the nature of
things, '
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by the unfathemable depth of its re-
fearches, finds out and pueduces that
myfterious difplay of rich grace, which
the angels with aftonifhment defire to
pry inte, 1 Pet. 5, 12; whereim “ mercy
and truth have nset together; righteeunf-
nefs and peace have kiffed each other,”
Pl lxxxv, 10.

In the accomphihment of this gloxi-
ous work, the parties in the great eoun-
fel feem to have affigned them each or
to have each one taken uponm him, hig
feparate part; z e. gencrally {peakirg.
To the Father it pestained to prefide
oves the whole and fec it accomplithed,
fend the. Mediator, John x, 36, furnith
him for the work, Pf. xlv, #. Cobl i, xg,
and uphold him therein, Ifa. xli, 1.

The Son, the fecond perfon in the
glorious Trinity, was to affume human
nature, anfwer the demands of divine
juftice, in behalf of his chofen ones, as
their Surety, and by that means bring
in an everlafting rigliteoulnefs, Dan. ix.
24.; that God might be juft, and yet
the juftifier, Rom. . 26. 'Fhis he ag-
complithed in full; receiving the ap-
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probation of the Father, that he was
well pleafed in him ; he laid down his
life, then refe from the dead, Rom. 1v.
25. ; and fherem triumphed over death
and hel, and all the powers of dark~
nefs, Cel. ii. 15; and alcending into
heaven, Eph. iv. 8. he took his feat on
the right hand of the throne of God,
Heb. xii. 3; being exalted as a Prince
and a Saviour to grve repentance unto
Hrael, and remiffion of fins, Asv. 31,
and to make continual interceflion for
them, Heb. vii. 23.

And the Holy Spirit was to co-ope-
rate, in manifefting the whole to the
world, and in applying the fame to the
chofen; namely, by enlightening their
dark ened underftandings, working in
them faith and repentance, changing
their vile affeétions, and converting of
them from fhe fervice of fin and Satan,
to the fervice of the living God ; carry-
ing on the work of grace begun, Phil.
1. 0 ; and keeping of them by the pow-
or of God unto falvation, 1 Pet. 1. 5 ;
by every means making them meet for
the inheritance of the faints in light,

Col.
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Col. i. 12; and finally bringing them

to the full pofieffion of it.
'Thus, my brethren, we have fearched
the Scriptutesg, with reference to the
covenants ; and have {ecen, that there
never was a covenant of works made
with the parent of mankind; that Adam
was made the {ubjet of moral govern-
ment under a law, and had a pofitive
injuné&tion, refpeéting the forbidden
fruit, for the trial of his obedience.
But, alas! by tranfgreffion he fell from
the ftate of rectitude, wherein he was
created ; and, being conftituted the
public head and reprefentative of his
natural defcendents, brought ruin and
deftruction on himfelf and all his pof-
terity. But man was not left in this
deplorable fituation, The grace of God
appeared for him. We have briefly
laid before you the plan of our redemp-
tion, concerted in eternity, and brought
into effe in time. You fee the glori-
ous covenant of grace, which was well
ordered in all things and fure. You fee
the Son of God appointed to the Medi~
atorial work, and all grace treafured up
in
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in him for that purpofe. You fee him
undertake ; you fee him accomplifh the
{fame in full , and the blefled Spirit co-
operate to make effetual the whole.
You have feen the gofpel preached to
Adam, then to the patriarchs; after-
wards, though full dimly, yet with
clearer light in the types and fhadows
of the Jewith difpenfatien, accompanied
- with prophecies and promifes, until fi-
nally the whole broke forth with re-
fulgent glory in the gofpel day. Thro’
the whole, from firit to laft, you fee
the dilpenfations of grace to man are
free, abfolute, and unconditional ; the
gifts of God difpenfed in a teftamen-
tary way. It behoves us, therefore,
each one, to prove by gofpel marks,
that we are of the legatees. For the
marks are clear, the will firm, and the
title good, to all fuch, and to none elfe.
Through the whole you fee nothing of
works in a way of merit, but all of
grace, Nothing of the will of man,
but all of the will of God; that we
might all, and at all times, cry, Grace,
grace; and whofoever glorieth, might

glory
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glory in the Lord.  Such, my brethren,

is the method of grace.
O blefled and glorious fcheme ! What
a rich difplay have we here of the wif-
dom, juftite, holinefs, truth, mercy,
pity, compaffion, and condefcenfion of
God! See the harmony of the Divine at-
tributes in this ftupenduous plan; that
is every way worthy of a God! What
fhall we render unto him for fuch fich,
unmerited grace ! Never to the endlefy
ages of eternity, never fhall we be able
to render 4dequate compenfation O
that the love of God were abundantly
fhed abroad in each of our hearts; that
we might admire, with aftonithment ad-
mire his rich grace; that we might for
ever love, fear, honour, reverence, and
ferve him, with all the heart unfeign-
Now the God of peace, that brought
again from the dead, our Lord Jefus,
that great Shepherd of the {heep, thro’
the blood of the everlalting Covenant,
miake you perfe@ in every good work,
to do his will, working in you that
- which
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which is well pleafing in his fight, thro
Jefus Chrift, to whom be glory for cyer
and ever. Amen.



