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Advertifement.
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TH E Philadelphia Baptift Affociation, met at
Philadelphia October sthy 3795, judging our former
Treatife of Church Difcipline to be materially defective,
appointed the writer to revife the fame, or write a new
one againft the next aflociation.

At their next meeting, in 1796, he laid before them
the reafons why it was not done, which were approved of;
and he was requefted to prepare it againft their next feffion.

Being met at Lower Dublin, October 3d, 1797, it was
read to them, and they appointed a committee of one per-
{on from each church to revife it.

The f2id committee met at Philadelphia, on Wednefday
the 13th of December following, and after making fome
alterations, chiefly verbal, it was agreed it fhould be printed
for the ufe of the churches.

It will be underfood, the writer availed himfelf of all
the help he could derive from fuch writers on the fubje&t
as he had by him, or could find ; and he hopes it will
appear, he has beftowed fome pains to render the work
ferviceable, both as to comprehenfivenefs of matter and
plainne{s of manner, fo far as the requifite brevity would
admit.

He thinks it unneceffary to add any thing farther, fave
that he would beg leave to imprefs on the minds of the
brethren the few following particulars.

Firft; That they fhould be careful in the admiffion of
members. Let there be pretty clear evidence of a work of
grace. Slacknefs, or inattention here, has been the bane
ot the church, in all ages.

Secondly ; Let there be moft unremitting attention to
maintain {tri@ difeiplines The glory of the church, the
credit of religion, and the profperity of Zion, depend, in
a high degree, on the circumipe& walk of its profeflors,
and the vigilant zeal of all, efpecially of the officers, for
the fupport of order and gofpel difcipline.



A
Treatise of Church Discipline,
&ec.

CHAPTER I
Of a Guspel Church.

1. EKKAEEIA, the word in the original for
Church, fignifies, to be called out of; that is, a gofpel
church confifts of fuch perfons, as have been called out of
a ftate of nature into a fltate of grace, called with an
effetual calling, cafled out of the kingdom of Satan into
the kingdom of God’s dear Son, or are judged in charity
to be fo called, Rom. i. 6, 7. viil. 3o. 1 Cor. i. 2. Eph.
ivo 1. Heb. ili. x. 2 Tim.# go 1 Pet,1i. g,

2. The word church fometimes means the whole body
of the ele@, and is commonly called the catholic, or
univerfal church. Eph. i, 22y 23. vo 23. Colii. 18, 24.
This comprehends thofe in Heaven, called the church
triumphant. Heb. xiil. 23, Thofe on earth, called the
church militant. 1 Cor. xii. 28. and thofe yet to be born.

3. But the church, of which we now treat, means a
number of difciples, faints, orbelievers, that have been bap-
tifed, and united together in gofpel fellowfhip,andis called a
particular church. ¢ Were baptifed,” Aé&s ii. 41. ¢ Tellit
unto the church,” Matt. xviii. 17. * The church that is in
their houfe,” Rom. xvi. 5. # That the church may receive
edifying,” 1 Corexiv 5. % Churches of the faints,” 1 Clor.
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wiv. 33. ¢ The churches of Afia,” 1 Cor. xvi. 19. « The
church that is at Babylon,” 1 Pet. v. 13.

4. A particular church is not parochial, as compre-
hending all of the fame parifh ; nor diocelan, as if one
paftor might have feveral flocks *; nor yet provincial, for
thiere were many churches in Judea, Gali i 22. Galatia,
1. Cor. xxvi. 1. Macedonia, 2 Cor. viil. 1. much lefs
nationals

5. A number of believers are united together into a
particular church, by an aé of mutual confederation.
« Gave their own {elves to the Lord, and unte us by the

- will of God,” 2 Cor. viil. g.

6. Whether the requifite number fhould be twelve or
thirteen, becaufe our bleffed Lord and his difciples, at the
firlt celebration of the Lord’s fupper, made that number,
or whether three will be fufficient, becaufe of the promife
in Matt. xviil. 20. may be donbtful : but there ought to
be fo many, as to anfwer the end of that hely inflitution.

7. When fuch a number is found in any place, they
-ought to propofe among themfelves, or others may propofe
it to them, to be conftituted a church.

8. For this purpofe it will bie neceflary te appoint a time
and place, when they are to meet fafting, One minifter or
more thould be prefent to affift, and to preach on the
cccafion.  Ads vii. 14 X1 220

g. After a fuitable {fermion has been preached, the acting
minifter, being furnifhed with a lift of the names of the
candidates, and they ftanding before him, is to interrogate
them ; refpedting their defire to be conftituted a gofpel
church, their knowledge of, and fatisfaltion with each
other’s qualifications, and their purpofe and refolution to
walk together in church relation, in love to one another,
and in obedience to the requirements of Clyift in the
Gofpel, together with fuch other queflions as will involve
the leading particolars of a church covenant; znd after

® We learn from hiftory, that a church never thrives unicfs the
minifter lives among them. The pradtice of pluralities may fuit
the minifter’s pride, and fave the pockets of the churches, but
Raxrves their fouls,
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they have given their affent to the whole, the church
covenant * is to be read to them, which they are then, or
afterwards, to {igm, and the miniftsr pronounces them, in
the name of the Lord Jefus, a regular gofpel church, giving
them, or their reprefentdtive, the right hand, of fellowthip,
and wifhing them profperity in the Lord. If xliv. 5.
Amos iil. 3. Adts xi. 23. 2 Cor. vi, 14. 1% 13.

1o. It will be underflood, that prayers and linging ought
to be introduced in their proper places through the whole,
and then a fuitable addrefs to the confiituted church, with
a benadiction, will clofe the folemnity.

11. It is this mutual confent, confederation, and union
of perfons into one body, asa particular church, that mokes
that church diftin& from any other church, and that makes
the members of it members of that church more than of
any other. * Onefimus, who is one of you ; Epaphras, who
is one of you.” Col. iv. 9, 12. ¢ So we, being many, are
ene body in Chrift.”” Rom. xil. g.

* THE CHURCH COVENANXNT.

We, whofe names are under written, being defirous to he
conftituted a charch of Jefus Chrift, in this place, and having all
due knowledge of one another in point of & work of grace on our
hearts, religions principles, and moral charadters, and being
defirous of enjoying the privileges that appertain to the people of
God in a church relation, do, in the name of the Lord Jefus,
voluntarily and frecly give curfelves np to the Lord, and to one
another, according to his word, to be on: bedy under ene head,
jointly to exift and a&t by the bands and rules of the gofpel, and
do promife and engage to do all things, by divine afliftance, 1n our
different capacities and relations that the Lord has commanded us,
and reqguires of us: particularly to deny ourfelves, take up our
crofs, follow Chrift, kcep the faith, affomble ouifelves together,
love the brethren, fubmit one to another in the Lord, care one for
another, bear one ancther’s burdens, endeavour to keep the unity
of the fpirit in the bond of peace, and, finally, to honour, cbey,
and maintain them that may have the rule over usin the Lord.
This s the Covenant we folemnly =ater Into, in the fear of Gog,
humbly imploring the Divine affiftance and blefling that we may
be built up and eftablithed to the glory of God. the advancemens
of the Redeemer’s intereft, and the comfort and edification of our
own fouls, through the infinite riches of free grace, which s in
Jefus Chrift our Lord: and now, to the only wife Ged, Father,

B2z
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12. Such particular churches have full power and autho-
rity to tranfat all their own affairs, independent of any
other church or churches: fuch as, to chule their own
officers, receive members, exercife difcipline among them-
felves, exclude members, if need be, and, in general, do
every thing that concerns them as a diftinét religious
corporation. Matt. xviil. 17. 1 Cor. vi — 2 Thef.
i, 6, 14 Afls L 5, 23. Vi, 3. XV 4. Xxi. 22,

13. No church, however, can be independent of Chrift,
who is the head of the body, and who, while he has com-
mitted the executive power to his church, has retained the
legiflative in his own hands, or rather, has enacted, by
himfelf or his apoftles, all the Jaws that are neceffary, and
the church muft take heed how they execute the fame, as
they wiltanfwer it to their Lord and Mafter. «Oneis your
Mafter, even Chrift, Hear ye him.” Matt. xvil. g. xxilii 8.
 There is one law giver.,” James iv. 12,

14. Under the law, every member of the congregation
was a member of the church.  The church and congrega-
tion were then commenfurate, but under the Gofpel they
are difin& from one another. For though the church be
in fome finfe congregational, yet the church and con-
gregation are two diftin& things, fo that the one word
fhould not be ufed for the other, as if they were {yno-
nimous.

15. A particular church, conftituted as above, is faid to
be a chureh effential, but not complete, while deftitute of
officers. Thefe were either extraordinary or ordinary ;
the firft comprehending apoftles, prophets, and evangelifts ;
and the other, bithops, * or minifters, ar elders, and deacons;
to which fome add, ruling elders.

Son, and Holy S$pirit, be worfhip, honour, power, glory, dominion,
and obedience rendered, now and ever more, Amen.

Done. at in the county of
and ftate of on the
day of in the year of our blefled Loréd

and Saviour,

€ See the {ollowing page
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% The terms in the New T
In the Greek,

YanpiTns, uled 20 times,

Atdnovos, 30

Aerrvpyos, 5
Hpeabuzspos, 67

£
Exleuomos, 5

Addorane, 58

W%cm\ 3
Knpuseopuerog, 1
Oumovouog, 10
TLosuv, 17

eftament expreflive of thofe, that labour in word and doéirine, ave fhe following ¢

Rendered in Englifb, Applicd to
Cfficer, 11 ts. Common Servants, 3
Servant, 4 Civil Officers, 11 ts. Com. Min, of Serv. 2 6. Paul, 3
Minifter, § Chrift's Difciple or Servt. p § ol Min. 1.
Minifter, 20 Deacons, 3 times. Gofpel Minifters, 12. Satan's Minifter, 1. Civi
Servant, 7 Magiftrates, 2. Chrift, 2.  Apoft. 6. Chriftian, 1. Common
Deacon, 3 Servants, 3.

4 Minifter, 5 | Civil Magift. 1. Angels, 1. Chrift, 1. Paul, 1. Epaphroditus, 1.

amﬁﬁ.m.o@ Jewiih Blders, 31. Gofpel Minifters, 14. Eldersin age, 7. Apoftles, 3.
1 0ld Men, 1 in Revelations, 12, .

Overber | CBrit 5. Cofpel Minifters, 4

Mafter, 47

Dodlor, 1 Chrift, 52. Jewith Teachers, 3. Gofpel Minifters, 7. Paul, 2.
. Hﬁmvvmu I HGH.:HU X. OGEBOH.H zﬂmmﬂm- 3.

Teacher, 9

4 Preacher, 3 | Paul, 2. Noah 1.
4 Preacher, | Gofpel Preachers, x1.

Steward, 8 .
Chamberlain, 1 | Common Stewards, 7. Apoftles, 1, Gofpel Minifters, z.
Governor, 1

WMWWWWHM!; Common Shepherds, r1. Chrift, 5. Gofpel Minifters, 1.

The Summary of the Englifh, exclufive of Chrift and the Apoftles will be; Minifters 14, Elders 14, Teachers a

Bithops 3, Stewards 2, Overfeer
Teachers 9, Bifhops 4, Stewards
+ If they are called Preachers

5. Paftor 1, Preacher 1. Inclufive of Chrift and the Apoftles, Minifters 25, Elders 17,
3, Ovwerleer 1, Paftor 1, Preacher 3.

but once, yet we read of preach, preaching, preached, preacheft, and preacheth, about

140 times, and thefe imply 2 Preacher,

N
/®
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CEAPTER IL
Of Ministers.

1. THE names or titles appropriated tothofe officers
in the New Teltament, ave either fuch as {feem to belong
to them, in virtue of their office, as common names, while
they have not taken the charge of any particular church,
and thenthey are called teachers or preachers. Adts xtit. 1+
1 Tor. xii. 28, Rom. X, 14.; or they are fuch as arife
from their taking the charge of fome church, and then
they obtain relative titles, and are called paftors. Eph.
iv. 11.  Overfeers or bithops, Alls xx. 17, 28. Elders,
1 Tim. v. 17. Stewards, 1 Cor. iv. 1. Minifters, Col.
. 7. 1 Tim. v, 6.

2. The qualifications for this office are pretty clearly
pointed out, both in a pofitive and negative way, natural,
moral, and evangelical. Luke xxi. 15. 1 Tim, 1ils 26,
Tite 1. g—9. 2 Tim. il 24. il 15, 17, Afts xviil. 24.
Rom, ix. 3. x1, 144

3. To this office perfons muft be called : Firflt, of God,
ftyled the inward call, which is a zeal for the glory of God
in the falvation of the fouls of men, and a {trong defire to
be made ufeful in that way, with a perfuafion of God’s
defipnation of the perfon for the office.  This is the voice
of God in his confcience. Il xlix. . Jer. i 5o xxiils 214
Heb. v. 4. 1 Cor. ix. 16, 17. Rom. x. 15. Secondly,
They muft be called of the church, whofe duty it is to
look out forufeful gifts ; and when theyhave reafon tohope
that they difcover fome appearance thereof in any, they
fhould move fuch to the trial of their gifts ; or the perfon,
whofe mind is impreffed, may offer himfelf, 1 Tim. il 1.

4. If, after any onc has been on trial fome time; the
appearances are promifing, the church ought to give him a
letter of licence *, for the exercife of his gifts abroad, his

* To all people, to whom thefe prefents fhall come; The
Baptift church at fendeth greeting. 'The bearer hereof,
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encouragement and further improvement, and to obtain
the opinion of others concerning his gifts, ¢ Lay hands
fuddenly on no man,” 1 Tim. v, 22.

5. After he has been on trial a longer or fhorter time,
according to circumilances, the church fhould proceed to
inveft him more fully with, and confirm him in, the mini-
fterial office, by ordination,

6. The effence of ordination confifls in the call of the
church, in their voting in his favour, and defignating him
by faid vote to the minifterial work, which power it was
neceflary fhould be lodged fomewhere, with a view to
maintain order ; that no perfon who deems himfelf called
and qualified for the office, might enter upon it without
the approbation of others, and this power was lodged in
the church. But neverthelefs, it is expedient and neceffary,
m order to give the defignation weight and folemnity, that
there fhould be a public and formal procedure, when we
inftate a perfon in the minifterial office, Luke x. 1. A&s
x1v. 23. Mark it 14.

7. For this purpole, having called one or more minifters
to their afliftance, and all met fafting, a fermon fhould be
preached fuited to the occafion. Then, after feeing the
perfon’s licence, and the vote for his ordination, one of
- the minifters fhould interrogate him refpefting his call of
God, his motives, his doérinal knowledge, his foundnefs
in the faith, and his refolution to perfevere with diligence,
Having given fatisfaction, he is defired to kneel, and the
minifters prefent lay their hands on his head, accompanied
with {uitable words, and one prays. ‘Then he rifes up,

our belaved brother » being 2 man of good moral
charaéter, real piety, and found knowledge of divine things; and
having been called to the exercife of his minifterial gifts, whereof
we have now had confiderable trial both in private and public 5
we have judged him worthy ; and do therefore hereby licence
and authorife him to preach the Gofpel wherever he may have a
call ; not doubting, but that in due time circumftances will lead
on to a more full inveftiture of him in the minifterial office, by
ordination. In the mean time, we recommend him to favour and
Tefpedt, praying the Lord may be with, and abundantly blefs him,

Done at our meeting at
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and they addrefs him in terms of congratulation, hid him
a welcome to take part with them of the holy miniflry,
and give him the right hand of fellowthip. After this a
charge is delivered, and prayer, with finging, having been
introduced in their proper places through the whole, 2
benediction clofes the folemnity. ¢ Withthe laying on of
tha hands of the prefbytery, or-elderfhip,” ¥ Tim. iv. 14.
¢ And when they bad ordained them elders in every church,
and had prayed with fafting,” Als xiv. 23. ¢ Lay hands
fuddenly on no man,” 1 Tim. v. 22.

8. The minifters ought to-give him a. certificate of his
ordination *. _

9» We {hould now proceed to treat of the duties of the
minifterial office. But although a perfon, in virtue of his
ordination, is fully inftated in the office, and has a right
to difcharge every part of it, when called thereto, yet
while he remains only a. teacher or preacher, and is not
connefted with any church as their paftor or minifter, he
can have but little to do belides preaching. It will there-
fore be proper to defer the confideration of the duties of
the paftoral office, until we have treated of his acquiring
that title, by meuns of taking the overfight of {fome church,
which will much enlarge his {phere of action.

* 'To all peopls, to whom thefe prefents fhall come, the fub-
fcribers fend greeting.~—Being convened at on the
of 1789, at the inftance of the Baptift church of
aforefaid, for the purpofe of fetting apart, by folemn
ordination, the bearer hereof, to the facred office of the miniftry ;
end being, by fufficient teftimonials, fully certified of his meralt
charaéter, real piety, and found knowledge in divine things, as well
as minifterial gifts and abilities, whereof we had otherwife due
knowledge: We pip Tuerzrore, on the faid day of
in the prefence of faid church, and a full affembly met, folemnly
ordain and fet apart, to the faid facred office of the minifiry, by
impofition of hands, prayer, and other rituals among us in that
cafe in ufe, the faid bearer, our worthy and reverend brother
whom we therefore recomamend, as fuch, to
favour and refpect.
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CHAPTER 1I1.
Of Deacons *

1. THE bufinefs of deacons originally, in the
church of Jerufalem, was very extenfive, for the church
confifted of thouf’mds, and bad all things common, Adts
e 41—44. 1V, 32. V. 14. DBut, through a change of
circum{tances in the church, their work is riow by Ought to
a lefs compafs.

2. They are to take charge of the outward concerns of
the church, particularly to ferve tables, Alts vi. 2, 3.
The Lord’s Table, 1 Cor. x. 21. that of the poor, and the
minifter’s table. They are therefore to {ce, that the
members of the church contribute to all neceflfary ufes,
according to thetr abilities, 1 Cor. xvi. 2. 2 Cor. 1x. 7.

3. Their qualifications are fzt down in Alls vi. 3.
1 Tim. ili. 8——13.

4« The manner of executing their office is with impar-
tiality or fimplicity, cheerfulnefs, compaflion, tendernefs,
and faithfulnefs, Rom. xii. 8.

5. They are to be fet in the office by ordination, much
after the fame manner as minifters, Acts vi. 3—6.

6. By the faithful difcharge of their office, they pur-
chafe tothemfelves a good degree,and great boldnefs in the
faith, 1 Tim. il 13.

* Since the word A axcvos is commonly rendered miniffer (as
per note, page 11.) and as thefe officers are not called deacons in
Adls vi. it thould feem as if the application of Phil. i. 1. 1 Tim.
iii. 8, 12. to thofe officers chiefly refts on tradition.
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CHAPTER IV.
Of Ruling Elders.

Ye CONCERNIN‘G the divine right of the office
of ruling elders, there has been confiderable doubt and
much difputation. We, therefore, bad a thought of pafling
it over in filence ; but, on farther confideration, concluded
to ftate briefly the arguments on both fides, then {ubjoin a
few general obfervations, and fo let the churches judge for
them{elves, and praftice as they fhall fee fit.

2. The fcriptures ufvally adduced to prove the right are
the following :

[1.] He that ruleth let him de it with diligence, Rom.
12. 8.

[2.] God hasfet inthe church governments, 1 Cor, xii. 28.

[3.] Let the elders that rule well be comnted worthy of
double honour, efpecially they who labour in word and
do&trine, 1 Tim. v. 17,

[4.] Obey them that have the rule over you, and {ub.
mit yourlelves, Heb. xiit. 7, 17,

From the two firft {criptures it is argued, that the ruler
mentioned mufl be an officer, becaufe he is mentioned
with the other officers, and in contradiftinétion from them.

And from the laft two it is obferved, that there muft be
two kinds of elders, one that rules only; and another who,,
befides ruling, does alfo labour in word and dodtrine.

3. But it is objelted,

{1.] That there is nothing in the two firft feriptures but
may be accommodated to minifters.

2. That the two lalt may mean the fame cfficer, 1. e,
a minifter, who is fuid to be worthy of double honour,
efpeeially Af he Jabours 1n his work.

3. ‘There is no defeription given of the qualificetions of
perfons for the office of ruling elders, as there is of bifhops.
and deacons.
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4. There are no direQtions how they are to be put in
the office.

. It wouid feem there were no fuch officers in the
church of Ephefus, AQs xx. 19, 28. and of Philippi, Phil.
i. 1. nor in thofe of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Afia,
and Bithynia. 1 Pet. i, 1. compared with Chap. v. i. il

The oblervations we meant to make are thefe:

1. It muft be confefled there are fome appearances in
feripture favourable to the office.

2. It there were none it would ftand on a feoting with
{ome other things left to human prudence.

3. There is the fame neceflicy for the ofhce, as for
that of a deacon, namely, to eafe the minifter of part of
his burden.

4. By means of the office, the minifter may avoid fome
hard thoughts and ill-will, which is very deflirable.

£+ It 1s of material advantage to a church, to have at
leaft one amoeng them, capable of bringing matters forward,
ftating them clearly for confideration, fumming up the
arguments on both fides in order for a vote, and prefiding
and maintaining order through the whole,

6. All minifters have not a turn or talents for it, in the
degree that might be withed.

7. Some that are not minifters have, in a good degree.

8. Appointing fuch to this fervice, will not only invite
them to come forward by making it their bufinefs, but
will alo give them a more particular right, and enable
them to do more good, by cloathing them with a mealure
of authority.
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CHAPTER V.,
Of Settling a Minister.

1. A PERSON having been regulaily ordained
a minifter of the gofpel, as we have feen in Chap. IL. he
is qualified to become a paflor or minifter of any deflitute
church.

2. This is done in confequence of a call and invitation
of fome church, and his accepting of the call on the terms
propofed, or fuch as they may agree upon. Calling of him
to preach, ordzining of him, and his being even a member
of {aid churchy 3s not fufficient. There ought to be a
mutual agreement between him and the church, whereby
he becomes theirs, and they his. Col. 1. 4.

3. How unanimous the church ought to be in the choice
and fettlement of a minifter, it may be hard to fay. On
the one hand, a bare, or even a large mdjority, will not be
fufficient, while, on the other hand, an unanimous vote
may not always be obtained, and, perhaps, in fome cafes,
may not be ablolutely neceflary. The more unanimous,
however, the better. |

4. The congregation alfe s not to be neglected in this
bufinefs. For, as their good is to be kept in view, and as
part of the {upport is expected to come from them, it ought
to be known, that the perfon propofed to be fettled gives
pretty general fatisfaction. 1 Tim. iil. 7. 3 John 12.

5. In fettling a minifter, having appomted a time and
place, and invited a council from one or two of the neigh-
bouring churches to affift, and to witnefs the tranfaction,
one of the minifters, after praying and finging, fhould
preach a fuitable fermon. Then he, or another of the
councily is to put {uch queftions to the minifter to be fet-
tled, and to the reprefentative of the church appointed for
that purpole, as will draw from each of them promifes to
fulfil their refpective parts of the covenant and agreement
between them, upon which he pronounces him, in the
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prefence of God and of the whole affembly, to be the paftor
and overfeer of that church, and {aid church to be his
flock and charge. Then the fettled minifter and reprefen.
tative of the church give each other the right hand of
fellowthip, with expreigﬁons of mutual joy and congratu.
lation.

6. After this a charge fhould be delivered to the {ettled
minifter, Col. iv, 19, and his church ; and then, prayer,
finging, and a benediction, will clofe the fervice.

=. The tranfattions of the day, and particularly the
terms of agreement between the fettled minifter and the
church, fhould be entered at large on the records of the
church.

8. Some may fay, that fo much formality in the bufinefs,
with witnefles, isunneceflary, and that a private agreement
between the parties is fufficient. But as a public form of
marriage 16 indifpenfable ; fo the above is expedient and
ufeful, as might be fhewn were it neceffary.

g+ The duties incumbent on the paftor of a church, are
many and great, and blefled is he who is found faithful
therein.

10. He is to exercife love, care, tendernefs, watchfuls
nefs, and diligence, in all the duties of going before,
feeding and defending the flock, the fheep and the lambs,
the ftrong, the weak and difealed, Jobn xxi. 135, 17. A&s
®Xe 20. I Pet.va 2. Jer.iile 15. Heis to preach in {eafon
and out of feafon—attend funerals—adminifter the ordi-
nances of baptifm and the Lord’s fupper*——take the lead
in church government—uvifit the flock—particularly the
fick—pray for and with them—catechife the young, and
defend the faith: beflides the duties of the clofet, of the
ftudy, and his frequent calls abroad, to vifit and fupply the
deftitute, {ettle differences, attend at ordinations, affocis
ations, &c. &c. '

“ And who is fullicient for thefe things,” 2 Cor. ii. 162

* 1t nas been thought by fome, that a minifter cannot wars
rantably adminifter the vrdinance of the Lord’s fupper in or to a
church, where he is not a member and fettled. But why he
may not do it eecafienally, as perfons are admitted to occafional

G
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CHAPTER VL

Of dissolving the Connection between a Pastor
and his Church.

I. THE connedlion between a paftor and his
charch is very binding, not unlike that between man and
wife, and, like that, it fhould not be diffolved for every
caufe.

2. A manifet and material breach, however, of the
contract between them, will juftify a feparation.

3. Te which we may add one canfe more; i, e. when
variance, difagreement, animofity, and ill-will, take place
between them, or between him and many of them, to fuch
a degree as to preclude a rational profpect of his future
ufefolnels among them *,

4. In this cafe it will not be very material, as to the
feparation, who may be to blame. Nor will 2 majority,
even a pretty large one, in the minifter’s favour, make it
prudent for him ‘to continue, any more than it would
juftify his firlt {ettlement, among them, Aéts 22, 8.

5. As a paftor in fuch circumftances ought not to ftay
among them in fupport of a party, {o neither ought he to
yun away from them, nor yet thould they ufe harfth mea-
fures with him: but matters of difference ought to be firft
accommodated in the beft manner they can, that they may
part in love fofar as may be.

6. For this purpole, 1t will be neceflary to call a council
from a neighbouring church or churches, the very {ame,
if they can be had, as were witnefles of the {ettlement.

communion, where they are not members, it is hard to fay, when
he has the call of the church to do it. 1t fheuld feem that the call
of the church to an occafional ad, muft be equivalent to its.call
to ftated adts.

* Sce Jofhua Thomas’s Hiftory of the Baptifts in Wales, p. 169
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=, At this meeting, peace and an accommodation of all
matters of variance fhould be laboured after, that the
paftor may be difmiffed and recommended in as refpectful
a manner as circumftances will admit, in order that his
charaler may not fuffer abroad more than need be, nor
his ufefulnefs elfewhere be prevented.

8. Should the church prove refradtory, and in their ill-
humour, refufe to give the paftor fuch a charater and
difmiflion as he deferves, the council may and onght to
give him, from under their hands, a brief ftatement of
matters in variance, together with their opinion, and fuch
a recommendation as they can anfwer for to God and
their own confciences.

9. If convenient, public worfhip may clofe the meeting.



CHAPTER VIIL

Of the Duties of Members to their Pastors.

1. THE members of churches owe all thewr duties
in adway of obedience to the will of God revealed in his
word,

2. Thefe are to be performed in love to our Lord Jefus
Chrift, John xiv. 15. who is the great prophet, priett, and
king of his church, unto whom all pewer in heaven and
earth is given, Matt. xxvili, 18. our law-giver, If. xxxiii.
22. the head of his church, Eph. i. 22. and who is to be
honoured, John v. 23. and obeyed in 2ll things as God
over all, blefled for ever, Rom. 1x. 3.

3. All church members, therefore, are under the firidteft
oblizations to do and obferve whatf{oever Chrift has enjoined
on them, in particular the duties they owe to their minif-
ters.

4 They ought to pray for them, that God would affift
them in and blefs their labours, Eph. vi. 19,  Col. iv. 3.
1 Thel. v.25. 2 Thef, iii. 1. Heb. xiii. 18, and that
‘he would fupport them under all their trials and aflictions,
2 Thel, i, 2.

5. They onght to obey them in the exercife of eery
part of their official authority, according te the word,
Heb. xiii. 17.

6. They ought to treat them with refpe¢t and efteem,
x Tim. v.'17. 1 Thefi v. 12, 13« Phil ii. 29. Gal v, 15,
3 John ix. r0.

7. They ought to ftand by them in their trials, afflic-
tions, and fufferings, 2 Tim. 1. 15. iva 16, 1 Cor. xvi. 10,
x Tim. v. 19,

8. They ought to contribute towards their maintenance,
that they may apply themfelves to the extenfive duties of
their office, A& vi. 2y 4. See Confeffion of Faith, chap.,
xxvil. § 10
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9. Paftors of churches have a divine right to their fup-
port, if the church 1sable to giveit without beiug opprefled,
or fo far as they are able, than which nothing is more
manifeft in the New Teftament. ¢ For the workman is
worthy of his meat,” Matt. x. 10, Luke x. 7. ¢ If we
have fown unto you fpiritual things, is it a great thinp
if we fball reap your carnal things?” 1 Cor. ix, 11. ¢ o
ye not know, that they who minifter about holy things, live
of the things of thetemple ? and they who wait at the altar,
arcpartakers withthe altar ? Evenfo has the Lord ordained,
that they who preach the gofpel thould live of the goipel,”
1 Cor. ix, 13, 14+ ¢ Let him that is taught in the word,
communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things,”
Gal. vi. 6. See 1 Tim. v. 17, 18.

to. Thefe paffages of holy writ are {o unequivocal and
exprefs, that no one can evade their force.

11. Mr. Hooker well obferves, that ¢ they, who will
ot pay their minifters, would not pay any one his due,
could they refufe with the fame temporal impunity.”
Every one knows, that thofe, who will not do juftice,
farther than the law coinpels them, are deftitute of an
honeft principle.

12. Nothing but ignorance of his duty, or covetoufnefs
and want of principle, or both, can induce to negleét or
refufe paying; and a covetous brother thould be expelled
the church, and kept no company with, 1 Cor. v. 11,

13. When a people neglett their duty in regard to the
fupport of their minilter, they are not only wilful negletters
of the divinelaw, but mufl otherwife be great lofers, bothas
they forfeit a right to the divine blefling, as alfo becaufe
their minifter will be lefs capable of, and prevented from,
ferving them, to the fame advantage, Gal. vi..6, 7. 2 Cor.
ix. 6—8.

14. This fupport of the minifter fhould not be done in
the way of charity, or alms, but as a matter of right; and,
if the people are able, it ought to exceed his bare neceffity,
that he may be able to be exemplary in aéts of hofpitality,
3: Tim. il 2. .

15. If any church and congregation are not able to
give their minifter a comforiable fupport, but are willing

C3
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to do what they can towards it, it will perhaps be duty, at
leaft very commendable, in the minifter, to forego a part
of his right, rather than leave them, and apply himfelf to
fome bulinefs to make up their deficiency, 1 Cor, ix. 12.



CHAPTER VIIL
The Duties of Members towards each other.

TH E principal of thefe are the following :

1. Love one another, John xiii. 34, 35. Xv. 12, 17.
Rom. xii. 9, 10. xiil. 8—10. Gal. v. x5. 1 Pet. i. 22.

2. Avoid every thing that tends to cool love, and make
difagreeable impreflions, Gal. v. 26. In order to this,
they fhould avoid whifpering and backbiting, 2 Cor. Xii.
20. Evil {peaking and furmifing, James iv. r1. 1 Tim,
Vi, 4. tatling and being bufybodies, 1 Tim. v. 13.

3. No one fhould indulge fhynefs in himfelf towards
another, but immediately make known to the other his
grievance and fufpicion: and when he difcovers fhynefs in
another, he fhould inquire after the reafon of it, Matt. v.
23, 24. Eph. iv. 26.

4. Bear with one another, Matt. xviii. 21, 22. Rom.
xv., 1. Gal. vi, 2.

5. Promote peace and harmony, Eph. iv. 3. Rom.
xiv. 19. 1 Thell v. 13.

6. Advance one another’s {piritual benefit and edifica-
tion, 1 Cor. x1v. 26.

=. 'Watch over one another for good, and admonifh one
another, when occafion requires, but in much love and
tendernefs, Rom. xv. 14. 2 Thef. iii. 15.

8. Exhort and {tir up one another to a diligent atten-
dance on the means of grace, Heb. x. 25, Adts 1. 32,

g. Stir up one another to zealin holy living, and in fup-
porting the gofpel.

10. Should not divulge what is done in church meetings,
Cant. iv. 12. It is a fhame to divulge the fecrets of a
family, much more thofe of a church.

17. Relieve the neceflities of the poor, Matt. xxv. 40.
John xii. 8. Rom. xii. 13. xv. 26. Gal. il. 10. Deut.xv.
7, 11. 1 Cor. %vi, 1, 2. 1 Johniii. 17, There is no good
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reafon, however, can be giveny; why a church fhould refufe
the affiftance, which the good and wholefome laws of the
lIand offer: But the deacons ought to agree with the over-
feer of the poor at fo much a year, and then find a place
near the meeting houfe, where they will be taken good
carec of and live comfortably, and if the deacon muft give
more than he receives from the overfeer, let the church
make up the difference.

12 The chuorch fhould alfe affift fuch asare not fo helple(s
or needy as to be put on the town, yet may ftand in need
of afliftance at times, efpecially when {ome accidents have
befallen them.

13. In the jaft place they fhould not go to law with one
snother, if matters can be accommodated in the church, or
by reference, 1 Cor. vi, 1—7. Itistrue, the circumftances
of the church being fo materially altered now, from what
they were in the apoftolic day, may be thought to render
the reafon of the injunéion in the above text lefs forcible;
yet the mode of reference is at any time more eligible, not
only from prudential confilerations, but as being more
friendly and kind, and, in fome inftances, more juft. For,
although the law always hus jultice in view, yet juflice is
not always within its reach, of which a chriftian fhould
never take advantage againft any one, not to fay a brother.
But by leave of the chwich, recowde may be had to the
givil law,



CHAPTER IX.
Of Admission of Members.

1. \/L E have already obferved, p. ro. that every
particular church has full power and authority, to tranfact
all its own affairs, for its well being, independent of any
other church, or eombination of churches.

2. The chief part of church power, exercifed under
Chrift, and according to the rules of the gofpel, is verfant
about four things; the choice of their own officers, the
admiflion of members, governing of them, and finally their
exclufion, whea they prove unworthy of a place in the
houfe of God. Rem. xiv. 1. Altsii. 41. 1 Cor. v. 13.

3. Admiffion is either out of the world, or from other
churches.

4. When perfons are wrought upon and turned to the
Lord,under arealwork of convi&ion and converfion, it willbe
their duty to offer themfelves for baptifin,andgive themfelves
members of fome gofpel church, that may be near them,
with whom they may walk in fellowfhip, and enjoy the
privileges of the houfe of God, appointed for their nourifh-
ment and growth in grace. Adts ii. 38. Ifaiah xliv, g.
Wi, 6, 2 Cor. viit. 5.

5. To this end, it will be proper for the candidate to
acquaint the minifter or paftor beforehand of his defign,
which is commonly done, that the minifter, after converfing
freely with him, may either encourage or difcourage.

6. There is no doubt, but that every gofpel minifter has
a right, in virtue of the cemmiffion, to baptize all fuch
meet fubjects, as apply to him for baptifm, and afterward
the church may receive them on the teflimony of faid
minifter, or on their giving in their religious experience.

7. But, fince the church bas a right to obtain full know-
ledge of the experience, religious principles, and moral
conduy&t of thofe, that offer themfelves for memberfhip;
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and forafmuch as it is edifying, and tends to excite and
encreafe chriftian fellowthip, to hear perfons declare what
the Lord has done for them, Pfalm Ixvi. 16. and alfo, as
it may be of ufe to adminifier the holy ordinance of Baptifin
in a more open and public way; 1t will be better for per-
{ons to be examined in the firft inftance before the church,
either on the day of preparation before communion, or at
any other time, and then baptifed.

8. The prerequifites for baptifm and admiffion into the
church are, godly experience, foundnefs in the faith, and
a regular life.

g. Knowledge of the firft will be beft obtained, by letting
perfons declare, in their own way, the gracions dealings of
the Lord with them, fuch queftions being put occafionally
as will affit and lead them on. 1. Peter iii. 15. The
fecond fhould be confined to the effentials of religion. Rom.
xiv. 1, xv. 7. And we attend to the laft, as the neceflary
fruit, without which, their pretenfion to religion muft be
wain. Titus il. &2, 14. 111 8.

1o. In admitting perfons to baptilm and then into
the church, all precaution fhould be attended to, and
carefulnefs ufed, that we open not thie doors too wide on
the one hand, ndr on the other keep them too clofe.
Zech. iv. 10. Matt. xit. 20, Haiah xxvi. 1—6, Particu-
larly, when they give in their religions. experience, feek to
difcover, whether they have been convinced of righteouf-
nefs, as well as of fin; whether they bave only felt the
power of tite law, or have alfo difcovered the glory of the
gofpel.  John xvi. 8.

11., When the church is.pretty generally fatisfied with
the parties. confeffion and converfation, they are, after
being baptized, to be received into the church as members.

~ 12. In doing this, the Minifter, after a brief introdu&tion,
enquires whether they will watch and be watched over,
give and receive admonition and reproof as occafion may
require, keep their places in the church, contribute accord-
ing to their abilities towards all neceffary ufes, and in all
things walk in a profefled and willing fubjeétion to the
commands and inftitutions of Chrilt in the gofpel: the
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which having, promifed he gives tham the right hand of
fcllowfhip, bids them a welcome among the difciples, prays,
and gives out a {uitable Hymn. 2:Gor. viii, 5. Aéts, i
at. 2 Cor. viu14.  Thole who pradiice laying on of hands
will know when to introduce it.

13. If the cafe of the applicant be pretty doubtful, his
baptifm, and confequently admiflion, had better be deferred :
but this fhould be done with much tendernefs and fuitable
encouragement, when there are fome hopeful appearances.

14. Perfons are fometimes admitted from other churches
to tranfient and occafional communion, without transtering
their memberfhip, and this may be done without letters of
recommendation, when they are known, but not otherwife.
Adts xviil, 27. Rom. xvi. 1, 2. Col. 1v. 10,

15. When any member’s reflidence is in providence
removed to a diftance from the church whereof he is a
member, and more convenient to attend with another
church of the fame faith, he ought to apply to the church
of which he is a member, for a letter recommendatory and
difmiffive to the church more contiguous to him, and the
church whereof he is a member ought to give him fuch a
letter, it he is in good flanding among them, direfted to
the church to which he is difimfled, and faid church oughs
to receive him, unlefs they fhould have good reafon te
refufe. Rom, xvi. 1.  Aés ix. 26, 27. Xvill, 27.

16. It is a good general rule, that perfons ought to be
members of fuch churches as are neareft to them ; for the
cannot otherwife {fo well enjoy the benefit of memberfhip,
nor perform the duties, that arife out of church relation.

17. There may be however cafes, that will make againft
this rule, particularly when perfons plead greater benefit
to themfelves, in a church more remote; and they ought
to be attended to, provided the other church be not too
remote ; for edification is the firft object of church relation,
and their entering into the relation at firft was a voluntary
a¢t ; nor fhould a church be made a prifon of, wherein to
confine people againft their will.

18. It is certain there can be no difmiflion to the world
and it is doubted, whether it would be regular for a church
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to difmifs to another church, with which it can hold ns
communion: but in this cafe, it may give a few lines
Gignifying the perfon’s charater and ftanding with them.

19. When a perfon offers, avho is a.member of a church
differing in faith and order, then, fatisfaltion is to be
required touching the peints in differences
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CHAPTER X,
OF Church Censures.

1. CHURCH cenfures are properly but two;
“amonition or rebuke, and excommunication ; for fufpenfion
in moft cafes, is rather a deiay or poftponement of cenfure,

2. Admonition and rebuke are nearly {ynonimous. The
firft is of the nature of advice; entreaty, warning, 1 Cor. x.
1. Ads xxvil, go 2 Thefl il 35. 1 Tim. vo 1. Theodii
ro. The other carries in it more of reprehenfion, feverity,
and authority, Levit. xix., 17. Luke xix. 39. 2 Tim.
v 2. Tt . 15

3. Admonition or rebuke is either private or public.

4. Private admonition is when the offence, whether
againft God, or more efpecially againft a particular perfon,
is private and not much knewn, Rem. xv. r4. Luke
xvil. 3.

¢. In this cafe, the offended brother 13 not to divulge
the matter, but to go to the offender, and endeavour in a
tender, friendly manner, to convince and reciaim his bro-
tier. 1f he fucceeds, and the offending brother fhews
figns of repentance, snd promifes amendment, the matte
is to end there.  But if not, the cffendad brether is to take
une or two of the brethren with hiin, fuch 2s he fhall ndge
moft Lk-ly to gain on his brother. If this admonition
aifo fhould take no effed, the matter 1sto be brought before
the church, Riatt. xvii. 15=—17.

6, 'This rule holds good, let the offence be of ever fo
hieinous a nature, provided it be private.

=. When it is brenght before the church, after the
charge is proved, thould he deny it, the minifter is to admo-
nifh, and endeavour in the fpirit of meeknels te reclaim
the ofender, 1 Tim.ve 200 Tito 1o 13.  Should this prove
inefle@ual, and the offtnder continue obftinare and iwpe-
nitent, the church is to proceed to higher aéls of cenfure,

D
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and, in {fome cafes, if he is penitent, as we fhall fee in the
16th verfe, Matt, xviii. 17.

8. Should any private matter be brought into the
thurch, before the previcus fieps have been taken, the
perfon that brings it in ought to be fevercly reproved and
admonifhed, and that publicly before the cburch, for his
irregular and injuricus condudt therein: yet neverthelefs,
the church mufl now take it in hand, forafinuch as it will
then be no longer private, but will require public fatisfac-
tion.

9. Public admonition or rebuke alfo takes place in
regard to public offences, of a lefs heinous nature, but
unfeemly in chrifians, and unworthy of their vecation,
Rom. xiv. 22, Matt. v. 22, 1 Cora vl 12,

ro. Sufpenfion is to be ufed, when a perfon, under the
firft admonition or rebuke in the church, proves incorrigi-
ble. Yor, {ince there is to be a {econd admonition, Titus
iil. 1o. he ought, while we are waiting to fee the effeét of
the firfl, to be put under fufpenfion, and debarred the privi-
Jeges of the church, Rev. ii. 21.

11. When a charge is brought into the church againfta
perfon, if he denies ity and witnefles are not at band, or
{fome other circumilinces make it inconvenient for the
prefent to difcufs the matter, it will be neceflary to lay hum,
in the mean time, under {fulpenfion from the Lord’s table,
antil the matter ¢an come to an hearing, Lev. Chapters
X113, XIV.

12. Sufpenfion is allo ufed, when the offence is not fufe
ficiently great, or is not yet ripe for the great fentence of
excommunication. Such is not to be accounted as an
enemy, but to be exhorted as a brotber ; in vnion, though
Yot in communion. 2 Theli il 6, 7, 10, 11, 14, 15.

13. To the above three cafes, wherein fufpenfion is to
take place, we may add afourth, and that is, when a perfon is
called in queftion for fome high mifdemeanor, for which he
ought to be excommunicated, it is thought, that if there
are flrong figns of genuine repentance, the infliction of the
fentence ought to be difpenfed with, yet neverthelefs, the
guilty perfo:. ought to be fufpended from communion for a
time, as a teftimony of the church’s indignation againft
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every fpecies of wickednels, and in vindication of the
honour and glory of God, Thus the Lord appointed con-
cerning Miriam, that fhe fhould be fhut out of the camp
feven days, and then received in again, Numb. xii. 14, 15.

14, The laft and higheft act of church cenfure is excom-
muaication, to which recourfe muft be had, when previous
cenfures have not their due eff:&, in bringing perfons
dealt with to repentance, provided the tnatters for which
they are under dealing, with the circumftances of agora-
vation during the courfe of faid dealing, manifeftly involve
immorality or Lierely *,

15. Ads of immorality include not only the particulars
of the decalogus, but alfo the commands, appointments,
inftsotions, and ordinances contained in the New Tefta-
nient: forabreach of any pofitive injunétion, or requirament
of divine awthority, muft involve in it a breach of morality.

16. There fhould be care taken, however, not to make
forced conftru&iions of implicit immorality, as for inftance,
to charge a perfon with tranfgrefling the rule in Heb, x.
25+ and breach of covenant, becaufe he negleéts his place,
attends worfhip elfewhere, and perhaps with thofe of
a different perfuafion, but pleads greater edification, and
perhaps, conicience ¢, lealt we fhould a&k the part of Diotre-
phes. 3 Johnx.

17. When a member is found guilty of fome grofs a&t
of immorality, and which is notorious and fcandalous, the
church fhould proceed to this cenfure in the firlt place,
without the previous fteps of admonition and reproof, in
order to vindicate the credit of their holy profefiion, and
to manifeft their abhorrence of fuch abomination, 1 Cor.
Vo Iy 2y 7y 13 F 1imMe Vo 244

18, Such as are heretical in their principles, denying
fome effential do@rine, or holding and teaching fuch as
may be unfound and fcandalous, come under the notice of
this ordinance, Gal. . 6, 7. compared with Chap. V. 12.
1 Tim. i 19, 20, vi. 3=—g. 2 Tim, ii. 16—=~18. Rev. ii,
14, 15, 20. 2 Cor, il 6.

* It is thought that Matt. zviii. 17. 1 Cor. v. 3, 5. refer not
to excommunication.

T See Dr. Owen on the nature of a GofpelChurch, p. 109, 225.
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19. The charge being fufficiently proved in the opiniont
of the church, and they having determined on the perfon’s
ekclufion, and fet the time for that purpofe, the minifter is
t0 lay open the heinoufnels of the crime, with the aggra-
vating circumftances thereof, and the fcandal fuch an one
is'become to religion ; he is to apply the particular places
af feripture, that may be pertinent to the cale, in order to
charge the offence home on the confcience of the offender,
if' prefent, and that others alfb may fear; he is to op2n the
nature and end of the cenfure, expiefling the folemn fenfe
of himiftif and church on this awful occafion; and then he
is, in the prefence of the church, to cut off and {zclude
fuch an cffcnder by name from the union and communion
of the church, {o that he is not, henceforth to be locked
upon, deemed or accounted a brother, or a member of fuch
a church, until God fhall reftore bim again by repentance,
{or which they pray.

20. This exclifion is an authoritative putting of fuch a
pérfon out of the church, to keep it pure, and in order to
his being humbled and broken under a fight and fenle of
his fins, and where there are figns of this he ought to be
veftored, 2 Cor. 1. 6,7, 8.

21. Wheu a perfon about to be excommunicated judges
Limfelf aggrieved by party influence or otherwife, he has
2 vight to 1ufilt on a council being called from a neigh-
bouring church or churches, and the church ought to agree
td it, and allow hiin the choice of one half of the council

22, If the church thould refufe to call in a council, and
cut the perfon off; or thould they do it contrary to the
advice of the couancil, the perfon aggrieved may lay a fate-
ment of his cafz before the Aflociation, who may appoint a
council, and if the church fhould refufe to admit of a
rehearing before faid council, or {hould refufe to abide by
the decifion of the councily the Aflociation may bring
faid church under dealing, and, if the church continues
obftinate, a neighbouring church may receive the aggrieved
perfon into their communion ¥,

* See the Confeffion of Faith, Chap. XXVIL § 15. Alfe
Keach’y Glory of a true Church, p. 18.
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23. Intranfacting church bufinefs, itisnot tobe expeéted
that unanumty will always prevail: Some will, at times,
be in the minority. Thele have fometimes taken offence,
and declined keeping their places in the church for a while.
This is very wrong and irregular. For fuppole a church
does ever fo wrong, yet any individual, after bearing his
teftimony againft it, has done his duty, and cleared his
eonfcience, and ought therefore to keep his place, except in
cafe of material defection frow the faith, It has been thought
by gocd men, that our Lord communed with Judas, though
he knew at the time what he was,

24. Although a church may refule a perfon when he
offzrs for memberfhip, if they have good caule to fufpedt,
that he is not truly religious, yet they have no right to
exclude him afterward, upon the like fufpicion. "y hey
may at firlt judge in his favour, but cannot afterwards
reverfe the fentence. Excommunication is only for immo-
rality or herefy. As for their dying away, or feeming to
die away in religion, the rule is, ¢ Let thcm grow together
until the har veﬂ 7 Matt. xiil. 30.

25+ There ought to be meetings of bufinefs everv month,
two months, or quarthrly, and not do all their bulinefs on
days of preparation, left fomething {hould happen, that
might difcompofe the minds of fome, and fo unfit them for
tif: holy communion next day.

26. Ev«,ry church fhould keep a book of records, and
enter therein all their tranfactions, that it may at any time
afterwards be knowp, what was done and how it was
done,



CHAPTER XL

Of the Fellowfhip and Communion of Churches.

1. CHURCHES of the fame faith and gofpel
order, {o far as is necefflary to communion ; as they have
all drank into and of one and the fame {pirit ; as they are
branches of one and the fame body, and hold to one and
the fame head; and as they have one Lord, one faith, and
one baptifin: they therefore may, and ought to have
and enjoy fellowfhip and a friendly intercourfe together, as
occafion may require and opportunity ferve, in the dif-
charge of thofe relative duties, which may tend to the
mutual benefit and edification of the whole. 1 Cor. xil
13. Eph. iv. 5. John xvii. 20e—26. To mention a few.

2. They fhould be ready to aflift one another, when
required, in difficult cafes.

3. Such as have minifterial gifts to fpare, thould be ready
and willing to fupply fuch as may be deftitute. Cant.
viiis 8. _

4. Admit one another’s Members, of regular ftanding,
to tranfient communion, when opportunity may ferve.

5. Difmifs and receive members to and from one
another.

6. They fhould afhiflt one another with money, as well
as advice, if need be, and in general perform all adts of
kindnefs towards each other, as mneighbouring, though
diftinét families or branches of the one great family and
houthold: of faith.

7. And laftly, they have fellowthip and communion
together, for thew mutual benefit, in the focial duties of
an affoeiation.



37
CHAPTER XIL
Of an Affaciation.

1. AN Affociation confifts of delegates, or
Meflengers from different particular churches, who have
agreed to aflociate together, at ftated times, to promote
their own intereft, and the good of the common caufe.

2. This pratice is recommended by the reafon of things,
the fpirit of religion, and apofiolic prattice, Alts xv.

3. The meeting thus of churches by their delegates is
of fnecial ufe ; to gain acquaintance with, and knowledge
of cne another-—to preferve uniformity in faith and prac-
tice, Phil. iii. 16.—~%0 deteét and difcountenance hevefies
w—to curb licentioninefls in the wanton abufe of church
power—to afford affifftance and advice in all difficult
cales—to contribute pecuniary aid when neceffary—to
make appointments of fupplies for deftitute churches-—
And every wax advance and fecure the initereit of religion,
and firengthen and draw clofer the bonds of umion 2nd
feltowlhip,

4- Other churches, befides thofe that enter at the
orizinal conflitution, may be admitted, on making appli-
cationy and giving fatisfaltery evidence in regard to their
faich and pradtice, regular order and good ftanding.

5. The delegates thus aflembled are, properly {peaking,
only anadvifory council. They are notarmed with coercive
power, to compel the churches to fubmit to their decifions,
nor have they any controul over the 2&s or doings of the
churches, Every church (till remains independent.

6. Neverthelels, the affociated body mnay exclude from
their connedion any church that may aét an unworthy
part. This our aﬂ{)ciation did fome years ago, as allo,
virtually, laft affociation. Indeed it would be abfurd to
examine churches-at their admiflion, if afterward they are
to be continued in the connettion, let their principles and
practice be what they may, fee Chap. X. vet, 22, vide alfo
Confeffion of Faith, Chap. XX VIL § 15. Ourlate difcipline,
P 61. Dr. Owen on the nature of a gofpel church, p. 2544
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~. Let it nat be thought, that this power of the affoci-
ation over the churches in conneltion with 1t difannuls or
defiroys the independence of thofe churches: for if any
church of the aflociated body (houid, become unfound in
their principles, or act irregularly and diforderly, and will
not do, what may be juft and right; fuch a chureh will
[l remain an independent church, though an heterodox
and irvegalar one ; but it would be inconfiflent and wrong
in the affaciation, to lufter fuch a erime  to comtinue
among them, fince, befides other confederatians, they
would hereby become partakersof their evil deeds. The aflo.
cration can take neothing {rom them, but what it gave them,
This, in fuch circumitances, it certainly may and ougit todo.

2, From what we have faid, as well as from confider-
ing, that the union of churches in an alfociation, is a
vohintary a&, a voluptzry union or confederation, like
the voluntary confederaticn of members into a church, it
follows that every church ftands in the fame relation to its
affociation, as 2 member does to his church, and therefere
is examined in the fame mainer on admitlion.  Hence

., Complaints way be received by the aflociation,
againft any church belonping to it efpecially when the
camplainit 15 brovght in by another clrch, Hence alfo,

10. The alfociation has a right to call any delinquent
church to account, wheiber Yor a wanton zbufe of its
power towards er over any of itz members, nrgleét of
attendancs at the afleciution, difregacd of thole tisings
recommended to them, or any muterial defed in principle
or praciice ; and if fatisfadtory rewfons are not given there-
for, nor reformation, than to exclud: them,

1. At che il formation of an zffucation o allerwards,
there Thould be a {et of rules. conditions and regulationd
drawn upy as the ground on which the churches agree to
aTociate tagerher.

2. For the maintenance of gacd ordery ihe allociated
hody when met, fhould chwol: 2 Muoderater, to reguiate,
and bringt forward what isto come bbfore them, and to
prefide in oheir deliberations @ as alfo, a Cleik, to take

1=

mupies of toclr procecaings.



