OF FAITH, EXAMINED, 48

Quot. ““The remorse of Judas is called repentance, and
the convictions of the Jewish rulers, of Simon and Agrippa,
and the fearful apprehensions of apostate angels, from what
they had already felt, is called faith. But as we do not
infer, from the application of the term repentance, to the
feelings of Judas, that there is nothing spiritual in real re-
pentance, so neither ought we to conclude, trom the fore-
going applications of the term believing, that there 1s
nothing spiritual in a real belief of the gospel.”*

Ans. It, by real belief, is meant such belief as necessarily
rises out of eternal and vital union in Jesus Christ, the head
and Mediator of the everlasting covenant of sovereign grace,
it is readily granted, that such a belief of the gospel cannot
be said to have nothing spiritual in 1t,

But still I presume it is possible for unregenerate persons
to be persuaded in their own minds by the power of the
Holv Ghost working in them, by common operation in the
light of reason (without regenerating them, or forming
Christ in them, as a living and abiding principle of internal
sanctification), that what God hath said in his word is true.
This is I think sufficiently evident from scripture.t Now,
though such belief is not saving faith, yet it is called faith
in the scriptures, and 1 conceive the term is properly used
also, even though the persuasion be nothing more thana
natural one, produced without any internal saving change
of heart,

Quot. It is true, this conviction is called believing ;
but it is only in an improper sense—it was not that faith
which is connected with justification or salvation. What-
ever conviction any man may have of the truth, while it
is against the grain of his heart, he is not a believer in
the proper sense of the term, nor do the scriptures ac-
knowledge him as such.”}

Ans, Perhaps it may be fairly disputed, whether the terin
believing is always improperly used, when justification or
salvation is not connected therewith. It rather appears as
it Mr. F. wished to substitute the word conviction, in the
above passages, in the room of the term believing. He
most likely could have found a set of words to suit his sen-
timents much better, than those which the scriptures
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