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2 SAMUEL 23:5

Although my house be not so with God, yet he hath made with
me 


an
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure.


 


THE preceding
verses have already been considered; an introduction, therefore, to the present
discourse, is unnecessary: suffice it to say, our text contains part of the
last words of David; in which we may observe,


I. A concession, or something that
is granted, that things were not altogether right, or so with David as he
desired and wished. Although my house be not so with God.


II. A strong expression of his
faith in God, as his covenant God; yet hath he made with me an everlasting
covenant.


III. The nature and excellency of
this covenant described, 1. As an everlasting one. 2. Ordered in all
things; and, 3. sure.


I. Here is a concession, or
something granted, that things were not altogether right, or so with David as
he desired and wished: Although my house be not so with God.


1. By his house, may be
meant his kingdom and government, In this sense we find the
word used in the seventh chapter of this book; which the Lord, by Nathan,
assures David that he would make him a house. Though he does not allow him to
build the Temple, which he was desirous of; yet, says he, verse 11th, the
Lord telleth thee, that he will make thee a house: that is, that he would
establish a kingdom under him, and in his posterity, as it is explained in the
next verse: and when thy days be fulfilled, and thou, shalt sleep with thy
fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy
bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. That is what is meant by making
him a house; and this is still further explained in the 16th verse, where it is
said, and thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before
thee. Thine house and thy kingdom: the last clause explains the former,
and plainly shows what is meant by his house. In this sense we may understand
it here; for a kingdom is as a house, or family to a king, and the subjects are
as his children, and a good prince is the father of them: such a one was David.


Now David was sensible that the
kingdom which was in his hands, which he had the government of, was not like
the kingdom and government of the Ruler, ruling in the fear of God, before
described. Mine house is not so with God: so bright, so splendid, so
glorious as the kingdom and government of this great and illustrious person,
whom I have been speaking of, who is like the light of the morning, even a
morning without clouds, when the sun riseth; like the tender grass springing
out of the earth, by clear shining after rain: but so it is not with me, with
my kingdom and government. "Nevertheless, he hath made with me an
everlasting covenant, though it is not so." Or, it may be read thus, Although
my house, or kingdom, be not firm and stable: so some cause to render the
words. "Though it is in some respects tottering;" it has been so in
various instances; yet he hath made me an everlasting covenant.


When he was first set upon the
throne, Abner set up Ishbosheth over the ten tribes, in opposition to him. When
that difficulty was over, and David was made king over all Israel, in process of time, a son out of his own bowels, Absalom, rebelled against him; and caused
him not only to flee from Jerusalem, but even to pass over Jordan's river, to be in safety from this rebellious son. When this rebellion was quashed,
there was an insurrection made by Sheba, who blew his trumpet, and said, We
have no part in David; neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse; every
man to his tents, O Israel (2 Sam. 20:1): and all Israel it is said
followed after him; only Judah clave to David. And after this, just before his
death, (and it may be immediately before he uttered these his last words),
Adonijah usurped the throne, and got himself proclaimed instead of Solomon. Now
with respect to all this, he might say, "Although my house, my kingdom, is
not stable and firm, but in a tottering condition; yet God hath made with me an
everlasting covenant." In which he may have respect either to the covenant
of royalty, that there should not want one to sit upon his throne; and which in
some sense may be said to be an everlasting covenant; for so it is represented
in Jeremiah 33:20, 21; If (says the Lord) ye can break my
covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night; and that there should not be
day and night in their season: then may also my covenant be broken with David
my servant, that he should not have a son to reign upon his throne. Now David
may have respect to this covenant of royalty. Though his kingdom had been
tottering, yet the covenant that God had made with him would be firm and sure.
Indeed some writers, especially Jewish ones, understand this in a quite
different sense. Not as expressing any disorder in David's kingdom and
government; but the reverse; they understand it thus, "Although my house
be not so with God, so tottering, so unstable, and uncertain as the things
before mentioned" The morning is sometimes a morning without clouds, as
expressed in the preceding verse; and the sun rises with great
brightness and clearness: at other times it is a morning with clouds; the
heavens are covered with darkness, and all is gloomy, and every thing
uncomfortable. Sometimes it is fine weather, at other times foul sometimes the
sun shines, at other times it is in a cloud; but my house, my kingdom is not so
uncertain and unstable. But then this must be understood with respect to his
more remote and glorious offspring, the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ; whose
throne is for ever and ever, and of whose government, and the peace thereof,
there shall be no end whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; and who reigns
over the house of Jacob, and upon the throne of David, for ever and ever.


2. By his house may be
meant his family. Although my house, my family is not so with God;
some cause to render it, "though my house or my family is not, with God,
mean, low, and despicable," as it had been in comparison with some
families in Israel, (as he himself intimates when he says), Who am I, and what
is my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto? (2 Sam. 7:18). That is, what
am I, a poor creature of mean extraction, and what [is] my family that I sprung
from, that thou shouldst raise me to so much dignity? Jesse's father was a mean
person, comparatively speaking his family small in Israel, and Bethlehem his
native town and place of residence, one of the least of' the thousands of
Judah, Now with respect to this he might say, "although my house, my
family is comparatively small; nothing in it for which any particular and
special favour should be bestowed upon me, yet hath he made with me an
everlasting covenant." Or this may have respect to the disorders in his
family, to the many evils committed by one and another therein. They were
guilty of some of the grossest crimes. Ammon committed incest with his sister.
Absalom rebelled against his father. Adonijah usurped the throne: all which
pressed hard, no doubt, upon this good man; and therefore he might say,
"although my house, my family, be not right with God, yet he hath made
with me an everlasting covenant."


These things prove that grace does
not run in a carnal line, comes not by natural descent. Good men are not born
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
There is nothing in carnal descent, or nothing to be depended upon on that,
account. This however must be a sensible affliction to this great and good man,
to observe such disorder in his family, such sins committed by his children;
but still this did not affect his covenant interest: although my house be
not so with God, yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant.


The afflictions of God's people,
whether personal or domestic, do not affect their covenant interest. That remains
always the same; David's afflictions were many; remember David and all his
afflictions (Ps. 132:1). The phrase denotes his afflictions were not
few , but many, very many. Many are the afflictions of the righteous (Ps.
34:19); but these do not at all affect their covenant interest, that remains
unshaken notwithstanding all their afflictions, trials and exercises. The love
of God towards them is the same, his affection for them is the same, he has the
same special regard unto them: and takes the same special notice of them. He
never withdraws his covenant mercy from his people. Covenant interest continues
notwithstanding all these things. It is said thecovenant of peace shall never
be removed (Isa. 54:10): and it follows in the very next verse, O
thou afflicted, tossed with tempests, and not comforted. Of the very same
persons this character is given, "afflicted, tossed with tempests, and not
comforted;" concerning whom God had that very moment said, "my loving
kindness shall not depart from thee; neither shall the covenant of my peace be
removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee." So that covenant
interest continues firm and unshaken, notwithstanding all afflictions. These
are never to be considered as arguments against covenant interest; no, they are
rather to be considered as evidences of it. For such whom the Lord loves he
rebukes and chastens, and scourges every son whom he receives; whom he receives
into covenant, and into covenant as a son of his. He often afflicts them; but
then it is when it is necessary he should deal with them. Afflictions are
fruits of the covenant of grace. This is what is said in covenant, if his
children forsake my law, and walk not in my judgments: if they break my
statutes, and keep not my commandments; then will I visit their transgressions
with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless, my loving-kindness
will I not utterly take from him; nor suffer my faithfulness to fail: my
covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out from my lips (Ps.
89:30, 34). The afflictions of God's people make for their good. They work
together for good; sometimes for their temporal good; as in the case of
Joseph. For their spiritual good, the exercise of their graces; and that they
may be made more and more partakers of his holiness. And for their eternal
good; .for these light afflictions, which are but for a moment, work for
us afar more exceeding and eternal weight of glory (2 Cor. 4:17).


3. By his house, he may mean
himself; or, at least it is applicable to himself, his own heart; although my
soul, my heart, be not so with God, yet he hath made with me an everlasting
covenant, ordered in all things and sure. Our Lord compares the man that hears
his words, and acts according to them, to a wise man that builds his house upon
a rock; and one that does not, to a foolish man, that builds his house upon the
sand (Matthew 7:24, 27); that is, that builds himself, his faith, his
hope, and his eternal affairs and concerns upon the one, or upon the other. So
this phrase here is applicable to David, or any other good man's self, his own
heart or soul, although that is not so with God; not so right as he could wish
and desire nevertheless, covenant interest remains.


1. Though there be a great deal of
sin, as there is in all good men a great many failings and infirmities in their
lives and conversation, as there are in the best men upon earth: nevertheless,
interest in the covenant of grace continues. David was very sensible he had a
great deal of sin in him, and that sin had been committed by him: O how does he
bewail and lament himself under a sense of his sin. Innumerable evils have
compassed me about; mine iniquities are more than the hairs of my head:
therefore I cannot look up (Ps. 40:12), with delight, boldness, and
pleasure, as I had used to do. Again he says, mine iniquities are gone
over my head as an heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. There is no
soundness in my flesh, because of my sin (Ps. 38:3, 4). It is so with
every good man, more or less. It was so with the apostle of the Gentiles. In
me, that is, in my flesh, dwells no good thing (Rom. 7:18). I see a
law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, bringing me into
captivity to the law of sin, which is in my members (Rom. 7:23). And yet
covenant interest remains. Though a man finds many workings of corruption in
his heart, and breakings forth of it in his life; nevertheless covenant
interest continues. Original and actual sin, were no bar to the admittance of
God's people into the everlasting covenant of grace. He knew very well what
they would be. He knew that they would be transgressors from the womb: that
their neck would be as an iron sinew, and their brow as brass. He saw all this,
and yet this was no hindrance, obstruction, or objection at all to his
admitting them into his everlasting covenant of grace. Indeed, he is sometimes
represented after the manner of men, as if he were struggling in his mind;
expostulating with himself what he should do in this case: How shall I put
thee among the children?(Jer. 3:19). Take thee into the everlasting covenant,
and bestow blessings of grace upon thee; and give thee a goodly heritage
of the host of nations; an eternal inheritance. How shall I do it when
thou art, or wilt be so vile a creature? But grace overcomes all these
struggles and difficulties, as they are, humanly speaking: hence it is said, I
will be their Father, and they shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord
Almighty (2 Cor. 6:18).


Sin, in the whole compass of it, in its blackest
colors, was foreseen, and yet no bar to the admission of these persons into the
everlasting covenant of grace. All the impurity of their nature, and the whole
course of sin, during a state of unregeneracy, did not hinder covenant grace
taking place in effectual vocation. Notwithstanding all that impurity of
nature, in which the Lord's people are brought forth into the world, and in
which they continue; and notwithstanding they go on fulfilling the desires of
the flesh and of the mind; they being, by nature, children of wrath, even as
others; yet such is the great love wherewith the Lord has loved them, that he
quickened them when dead in trespasses and sins. Though they are like the
wretched infant cast out into the open field, to the loathing of their persons
in the day they were born, lying in all the impurity of nature, and act
agreeable to their nature; yet this did not prevent the Lord from looking upon
them with a look of love; or hinder him from casting his skirt over them, and entering
into covenant with them that is, manifesting his covenant to them, and they
openly becoming his. Notwithstanding all their trespasses, original and actual,
through the blood of this covenant, (so the blood of Jesus is called; Heb.
13:20), they are delivered out of the pit wherein is no water: and are
encouraged to turn to the strong hold, as prisoners of hope. And they are, by
this blood, cleansed from all sin. So covenant interest continues.
"Although my house be not so with God, yet he hath made with me an
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure."


2. Though it may be with the people
of God, as it was with David; that they are guilty of many backslidings after
conversion, after they are called by divine grace; nevertheless covenant interest
continues. David was sensible he had been guilty of many backslidings;
particularly in the case of Bathsheba and Uriah; and he continued a long time
without a sense of the evil he had fallen into; but covenant interest still
remained. In virtue of this, Nathan the prophet was sent to him, to convince
him of his evil, bring him to a sense of it, to own and acknowledge it before
God; and at the same time to inform him that he should not die, because his
iniquity was put away: though at the same time, he is also told, that evil
should spring out of his house; God would chastise him for the evil he had been
guilty of; nevertheless his loving-kindness he would not utterly take from him,
nor suffer his faithfulness to fail. So it is with the people of God, more or
less. What is said of literal Israel, may be said of spiritual Israel, My people are bent on backsliding from me (Hos. 11:7): and, as the same prophet
says, "Israel slideth back, as a backsliding heifer" (Hos. 4:16). As
an heifer that cares not to be under the yoke; so the Lord's spiritual Israel are guilty of great departures from the Lord. O what sad departures do they
sometimes make from the living God, through the power of unbelief in their
hearts, therefore they are called upon to "remember from whence they are
fallen, and repent, and do their first works (Rev.2:5)." Yet,
notwithstanding all, this covenant of grace still continues: covenant love is
still the same. I will heal all their backslidings, and will love them freely.
Notwithstanding their backslidings I will make it appear that I still love
them, that my love is a free love: not depending upon any conditions in them.
And I will make it known by forgiving their iniquities, for that is meant; or
by making fresh applications of pardoning grace. In what a light is this set,
in the forty-third chapter of the Prophecy of Isaiah: they made him to
serve with their sins, they wearied him with their iniquities: by which is
to be understood, that they were guilty of sins of omission and commission. Yet,
says the Lord, I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions
for mine own name's sake, and will not remember thy sins (Isa.
43:25).Covenant grace was still the same.


Covenant relation, therefore, is
not broken off by these backslidings and apostasies from God. No; this is most
clear from what in said in Jeremiah 3:14. "Turn, O backsliding children,
saith the Lord, for I am married unto you." Turn, 0 backsliding
children: what strange things, what wonders in grace are here! children,
and yet backsliders! backsliders, and yet, children! children of God still.
Turn, O backsliding children, for I am married unto you: the relation
of husband and spouse still continues. The marriage relation still subsists
notwithstanding all your sins. So again in the 22nd verse; Return, ye
backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings: and the answer
is, behold we come unto thee, for thou art the Lord our God. Faith
gets strength by such declarations of grace, and, notwithstanding all these
backslidings, says, thou art the Lord our God.. Thou art our covenant
God.


3. The dear children of God are
liable to various temptations of Satan; and sometimes are prevailed upon to do
those things that are disagreeable to their heavenly Father: yet covenant
interest remains. "Although my house be not so with God, yet he hath made
with me an ever lasting covenant." David had his temptations. We have
mention made of a very sore one; Satan stirred him up to number the people
of Israel (1 Chron. 21:1). He fell in the temptation, he suffered much, and his
people too, through it, but still covenant interest remained. The best of men
are liable to temptations. Peter was. Simon, Simon (says our Lord), Satan
hath desired to have thee; to have thee in his hands; to do with thee as
he would; to harass, distress, and confound thee, but I have prayed for
thee that thy faith fail not. The great apostle of the Gentiles, had a
messenger of Satan sent to buffet him: and extremely distressed he was
with it. He besought the Lord thrice that it might depart from him; so it is
with all the people of God at one time or another. Those very persons, the
Corinthians, whom the apostle describes as being washed, justified, and
sanctified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of God; he
intimates, in the following verses, that they were liable to the temptations of
Satan. Thus the best of men experience his temptations. Nay, even the Son of
God himself did, he was in all points tempted as we are (Heb. 4:15);
and that as violently as ever any of the people of God were; for what greater
temptations can they be harassed with, than those with which he was assaulted?
But, notwithstanding all the temptations of God's people, yet covenant interest
remains. Our Lord has a sympathizing spirit with them, and rebukes the tempter.
He says, the Lord hath chosen Jerusalem to rebuke thee. "Is not
this one that I have chosen? is not this one that I have called by my grace:
snatched as a brand out of the burning, and saved from everlasting ruin? and
shall this dear child of mine fall by thy hand? the Lord rebuke thee Satan!
What hast thou to do with him? he is one of mine." The Lord knows how to
deliver the godly out of temptations, he knows the fittest time to do it, and
he does do it: though he suffers the enemy to go about like a roaring lion
seeking whom he may devour, yet he does not suffer him to destroy any of his
own children. What is the reason of all this? Covenant interest continues. Yet
he hath made with me an everlasting covenant.


4. They may be, and often are in
great darkness of soul, and under great distress on that account; yet covenant
interest remains. David knew what darkness and distress of soul was; hence
those warm and fervent breathings of his Why standest thou afar off, O
Lord? why hidest thyself in times of trouble? Again,Thou didst hide thy
face and I was troubled. This has been the case of the best of men in all
ages. The man that obeys the voice of the servants of the Lord, may walk in
darkness and see no light. It is said, even of the church in general, that he
hides his face from her; yet she expresses her confidence. When I sit
in darkness the Lord shall be a light unto me (Micah 7:8); she was
satisfied covenant interest still continued. Indeed unbelief prevails
frequently in such dark and distressing circumstances; and the people of God
are brought into such reasonings and doubts, in their own minds, about their
covenant interest, as to say, the Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath
forgotten me (Isa. 49:14), when it is impossible he should; for they
are engraven on the palms of his hands, and their walls are continually
before him. And though he does hide his face from them for a moment, yet
with everlasting kindness will he gather them; for as he has sworn that the
waters of Noah shall no more go over the earth; so hath he sworn that he will
no more be wrath with them, or rebuke them. Even though the mountains may
depart and the hills be removed; yet his loving-kindness shall never
depart, nor the covenant of his peace be removed. So that darkness of soul, the
hidings of God's face, divine desertions, are no arguments against covenant
interest.


5. The people of God are subject to
great coldness, indifference, sleepiness, sluggishness, and slothfulness; it
often attends them, as it did the Church when she said, I sleep but my
heart waketh (Sol. Song 5:2); but still we find she was recovered out of
this frame of soul, and brought to the exercise of strong faith in the Lord: this
is my beloved, and this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem (Sol. Song
5:16). All the virgins, wise and foolish, slumbered and slept.. This may befall
the best of men, and yet notwithstanding that, their covenant
interest remains.


6. Faith, hope, love, and other
graces may not be in lively exercise. Faith is sometimes very low. All that a
believer can say at most, is, Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief; but
that does not affect covenant interest; it does not depend upon the lively
exercise of grace. Though we believe not, yet he abides faithful: He is
faithful to his promises, let it be with us as it will. Hope is sometimes in a
very poor plight; almost gone. The church says, the Lord is my portion,
saith my soul, therefore will I hope in him (Lam. 3:24): even the very
same that before had said, my strength and my hope is perished from the
Lord (Lam. 3:18). Yea, the same may be said of other graces; though low
and upon the decline, covenant interest still remains. All this is supposed in
the phrase, although my house be not so with God.


II. Here is a strong expression of
covenant interest; yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant. What
is this covenant that God had made with David? and with whom made? It cannot be
the covenant of works made with Adam. A covenant was made with him
consisting of these terms, that if he acted according to it, he should live; if
not, he should die. And Adam was the federal head of all his offspring, and a
type of him that was to come, our Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 5:14). But now this
covenant is broken this is no everlasting covenant. They have transgressed
my covenant as Adam (Hosea 6:7). This is not a covenant ordered in all
things and sure; far from it: hence the covenant of grace is said to be, a better
covenant, established upon better promises(Heb. 8:6). Here is no provision made
in this covenant for the pardon of sin; no provision made for a justifying
righteousness; no provision made for life and salvation, This, therefore, can
never be the covenant meant; for David says, this is all my
salvation: but there is no salvation by the covenant of works. As no
justification, so no salvation from thence. David is speaking of a covenant,
from whence he derived abundance of comfort under the most distressing
circumstances he could be in; but there is no such comfort to be derived from
the covenant of works. By the law is the knowledge of sin; but not of a Saviour
from sin. That law convinces men of sin, and curses every transgressor; dooms
them to everlasting destruction, and so brings upon them a spirit of bondage.
This, therefore, cannot be the covenant.


Nor yet the covenant of
circumcision (as it is called) made with Abraham: that is done
away, being a yoke that neither the Jews nor their forefathers could bear. This
was so far from being ordered in all things and sure, that the apostle
declares, to those who complied with it, Christ is become of no effect
unto you. Whosoever of you are justified by the law, ye are fallen from grace (Gal.
5:4).


Nor is this the Sinai
covenant; for that was not an everlasting one. It is abolished and done
away. Not ordered in all things and sure, for it gave way; otherwise there
would have been no need for a second, as the apostle argues (Heb. 8:7).


The covenant which the sweet
Psalmist of Israel, in his last dying words, has respect unto, is the covenant
of grace: founded on grace; filled with the blessings of grace. It is
called the covenant of peace (Isa. 44:10), because a grand article of
it is peace and reconciliation with God, by Jesus Christ. He was sent to be our
peace; to make peace for us by the blood of his cross. It is called a covenant
of life (Mal. 2:5), because a grand article in this covenant is life, and
it secures everlasting life to his people; for this is one grand promise of it,
that God hath promised unto us, eternal life (1 John 2:25).


Now this covenant is said to be
made with David: made with his son and antitype, the Messiah, our Lord Jesus
Christ, who bears his name. I have made a covenant with my chosen, I
have sworn unto David my servant (Ps. 89:3). A covenant projected by God
the Father: it was proposed by him to his Son Christ Jesus, who agreed unto it.
A mere creature cannot make a covenant with God; for what has man to give to
God, to agree upon with God? What terms can he propose, or have proposed, that
he is capable of performing? None at all. When, therefore, God is said to make
a covenant with men; the meaning is, he manifests his covenant made with Jesus
Christ from all eternity. Therefore, when David says, he hath made with me
an everlasting covenant; the meaning is, he hath made it manifest to me,
that I have an interest in his everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and
sure. This is the meaning of, Hearken unto me, and thou shalt live, and I
will make with thee an everlasting covenant (Isa. 55:3). Can any suppose,
that when one, under the influence of grace, hearkens to God, then God begins
to make a covenant with him? no, the meaning is, God will manifest his covenant
love and grace; shew them their interest in the blessings and promises thereof,
so that their faith shall lay hold on this covenant, as David did under all
those distressing circumstance he was in. Although my house be not so with God,
yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant: I clearly see my interest in
it, and by faith lay hold upon it, and upon the blessings and promises of it.


I should now have considered the
nature of this covenant that David saw his interest in. That it is an everlasting covenant, ordered
in all things and sure;but I must defer these things, with what follows, to
another discourse.
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2 SAMUEL
23:5.

Although my house be not so with God, yet he hath made with me an everlasting


 covenant, ordered in all things and sure; for this is
all my salvation 


and all my desire, although he maketh it not to grow.


 


In our last discourse of this text,
Three things were proposed for consideration.


I.
David's concession, that things were not so with him, as he desired and wished.


II. The strong expression of his
faith in God notwithstanding; as having made a covenant with him.


III.
The nature of this covenant described as everlasting; ordered in alt things,
and sure.


The two former have been enlarged
upon: what remains to be considered, is,


III. The nature of this covenant.
It is said to be an everlasting one. That is, from everlasting to
everlasting. It bears date from all eternity, and will continue so for
evermore. It springs from the everlasting love of God to his people: that is
the source of it. God hath loved his people with an everlasting love; not only
with a love, which shall abide for ever; but with a love which was from all
eternity; for, our Lord says to his Divine Father, Thou hast loved
them as thou hast loved me; and thou lovest me before the foundation
of the world (John 17:23, 24). Now this covenant of grace, springs
from this love of God; and is as early as that. Jehovah said, in his eternal
mind, mercy, love and grace shall be built up for ever; and in order to
it, makes this covenant (Ps. 89:2, 3). The basis and foundation of this
covenant are, the purposes, decrees, and counsels of the most High; for he
does all things after the counsel of his own will; and it may be depended upon,
as a most sure and certain thing, that an affair, of so much importance as the
covenant of grace is, could not be made any otherwise than after the counsel of
his will, and depends upon that counsel; and his counsels of old are
faithfulness and truth.


Jesus Christ is the Mediator of
this covenant; so he is more than once called, in the epistle to the Hebrews.
As such, he was set up from everlasting; from the beginning, or ever the earth
was: and therefore the covenant of grace, of which he is Mediator, must be as
early. He could not be the Mediator of a covenant, without the covenant itself.
Add to this, that the sum and substance of this covenant was from everlasting.
David considers the promises of it, and especially that grand promise in it, everlasting
life by Christ, that was made before the world was; as it is expressly
said, Titus 1:2, In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie,
promised before the world began. Now, there could be no such a promise as
this, unless there was a covenant so early. All the blessings of this covenant
are of as ancient date. They are styled the grace (or blessings of
grace) given us in Christ before the world began (2 Tim. 1:9).


And as this covenant is from
everlasting, so it is to everlasting, for God hath commanded his covenant
for ever; Holy and Reverend is his name (Ps. 111:9): that is, he hath
ordained and established this covenant of grace, so as to continue for ever;
nothing shall ever be able to subvert it, or make it null and void.
Notwithstanding all that is done by, or done unto, these covenant ones, God
will not break his covenant, nor alter the thing that is gone out of his lips.
Though they sin, and he chastises them for their sins; yet his loving-kindness
he will not utterly take from them, nor suffer his faithfulness, in keeping the
covenant, to fail. Though they may so provoke him, by their carriage and
behavior, as to cause him to remove his face from them; yet his loving kindness
shall not depart, neither shall the covenant of his peace be removed. This is a
covenant that will never wax old, wi1l never give way to another, or be
succeeded by another;as the old covenant did, and was: no, it is an everlasting
one, upon all accounts.


In the next place, it is ordered
in all things. Ordered in all things to advance the glory of all the Three
Divine Persons; who are jointly concerned therein. To advance and secure the
glory of God the Father, and his eternal choice of persons to everlasting life
and happiness, in all his purposes and decrees concerning them; which,
through this covenant taking place, have their full and complete
accomplishment. As also to advance the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son
of God; who is the Mediator, surety, and messenger of this covenant: the
federal head and representative of the body the church, and the Saviour
thereof; that in all things he may have the preeminence. And to advance the
glory of the blessed Spirit; whose office it is to be the applier of the
grace of this covenant to take of the things of God and of Christ, and shew
them unto those who are interested in them; and to convey and apply all grace,
needful for them in time, till they come into an eternal world. This covenant
is ordered in all things, for the security of all the covenant ones;
who are all, for their safety, put into the hands of Jesus Christ, the
Mediator, who is able to keep them from falling, and to present them,
faultless, before the throne of his Father. In whose hands they being put, are
safe; for, as he will never suffer them to fall from thence, so none are
able to pluck them out of his hands. This covenant is ordered in all things; all
provision is made in it, for the good of the covenant ones, in time and in
eternity. In this covenant are contained all spiritual blessings, all grace,
all things pertaining to life and godliness: provision is made for the
sanctification of the hearts of God's chosen, the justification of their
persons, and the pardon of their sins. In short it contains all things needful
for them here, and eternal glory and happiness hereafter.


And then it is a covenant that is sure. Sure
to Christ, the Covenant Head; and sure to all the seed. Sure to Christ. All the
promises made to him are sure as, that he shall see his seed; and the
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. And that he should be
exalted on high; therefore, when he fulfilled the work, he said, I
have finished the work which thou gayest me to do; and now, O Father, glorify
thou me with thine own self, with the glory which I had with thee, before the
world was (John 17:4,5). It is sure to all the seed, and spiritual
offspring: all the promises of it made to them, in him, are yea, and amen. All
the blessings and mercies of it, are the sure mercies of David; and the
more sure, as they are put into the hands of Christ, their covenant head and
representative: so their spiritual and eternal life is hid with Christ in God: safe
and secure: and because he lives, they shall live also.


But I go on to consider the latter
part of the text, in which,


I.
David expresses his raised expectations upon this covenant; his great regard
unto it, and affection for it: This is all my salvation, and all my
desire.


II.
All this is maintained, notwithstanding the circumstances in which he then was: Although
he maketh it not to grow. Though it was not a growing time and season with him
and his; yet this his covenant was all his salvation, and all his desire.


I. We shall consider his raised
expectations upon this covenant; his great regard unto it, and affection
for it, or to Christ, the covenant head, with whom this covenant was made for
the words may as well regard the one, as the other. The supplement may as well
be, for he is my salvation, and all my desire; as well as it may be
supplied, as we do, this is all my salvation, &c. And, in as much
as these two agree together, and fall in with each other, and indeed are not
separated one from the other, we shall consider the words in both senses; as
they may respect both the covenant which our version directs to, and
as they may respect the Covenant Head, or he that is the Ruler
over the people, before described.


1. As it may respect the everlasting
covenant ordered in all things, and Sure: "for this is all my
salvation, and all my desire." All my salvation (as if David
should say), is provided for in it, and secured by it; flows from it, and
depends upon it. "This is all my salvation;" or, "All my
salvation is here;" a very comprehensive phrase, which includes temporal,
spiritual, and eternal salvation. All salvation is of the Lord. Salvation, (says
the Psalmist) belongs unto the Lord (Ps. 3:8): temporal as well as
spiritual and eternal salvation, belongs to him: he is the author thereof,
and to him the glory should be given; and particularly, the salvation of
his people: the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord; and he is their
strength in the time of trouble (Ps. 37:39). Even temporal salvation is of
the Lord, as their covenant God and Father too; for he is their King and their
God, working salvation in the midst of the earth: and every temporal
deliverance is wrought for them by their covenant God, and in virtue of this
covenant made with them. Covenant ones are saved in this covenant, in a
temporal way, in order to be called. Saved they are from many evils in a
providential way, while in an unconverted state, in order to be effectually
called by the grace of God: and, indeed, all their temporal mercies are
covenant mercies, as they come from a covenant God, and in a covenant way; when
the mercies of the wicked, though the same for substance as theirs, are not
covenant mercies. They are sometimes curses unto them; for the Lord curses
their very blessings (Mal. 2:2). Hence it is, that the people of God have
what they have, in a temporal way, with the favour of the Lord: hence it is,
that a little that a righteous man hath, it is better than. the treasures
of many wicked: they are blessed, and they are loaded day by day,
comparatively speaking, with benefits; for God is the God of salvation, in
a temporal sense, and to God the Lord belong the issues from death (Ps. 68:20).
But more especially, spiritual and eternal salvation is here meant, Spiritual
salvation; by which is meant, the salvation of the spirit or soul: that
salvation, which concerns the spiritual and everlasting good of God's people,
called the salvation of the soul (1 Pet. 1:9): and everlasting
salvation, because it always continues. The fruits, effects, benefits and
blessings thereof always remain; and therefore called an everlasting
salvation. Israel shall be saved in the Lord, with an everlasting
salvation (Isa.45:17). Now this began in the thoughts of God's heart;
which were thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give them an expected end. In
the purposes, resolutions, and determinations of his mind, who appointed his
people, not unto wrath, which they deserved: but to obtain salvation, by the
death of his Son. He, from the beginning, even from all eternity, chose them,
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth, as the means, unto
salvation, the end, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ. In virtue of those thoughts, which were thoughts of peace, and not of
evil, this salvation becomes secured unto them for whom he predestined to
everlasting life, them he also glorifies; that is, they are everlastingly
saved. The scheme of this salvation was framed in the council of grace and
peace, said to be between them both; that is, between the Father and the
Son. Jesus Christ acted as the wonderful counselor. He is the angel and
messenger of the great council; as in the Greek version (Isa. 9:6). God was in
him, reconciling, or drawing the model and scheme, the means of reconciliation
and salvation.


In the covenant of grace it was
eternally settled who should be the saved ones, or partake of this great
salvation; namely, those the Lord had a design of grace and mercy towards: and
a love for; whom he determined to shew mercy unto, even the vessels of mercy,
afore appointed unto glory. All that he hath given unto his Son, put into his
hands, and made his care and charge; concerning whom he declares, that it is
his will, that of all that he gave him, he should lose none, but raise it up at
the last day. Even the whole Israel of God shall be saved in the Lord, with an
everlasting salvation; consisting of Jews and Gentiles, the whole election of
grace throughout the whole world; who are the all men God would have
to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth.


It was also settled who should be
the author of this salvation unto them: not angels, for Jehovah puts
no trust in his servants, for he charges them with folly: nor men themselves,
who are not equal to such a work as this, but the Son of God; of whom the Lord
says, I will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save them; not
in this, that, and the other way, but by the Lord their God. This was
proposed to the Son of God, and he became our surety and Saviour. Jehovah said
to him, Thou art my servant, O Israel: or, it is my will and pleasure it
should be so; in whom I will be glorified; and, if it is a light
thing for thee to raise up the tribe of Jacob, and restore the presence of
Israel, I will enlarge thy commission; thou shalt be a light to the
Gentiles, and the salvation of my people, to the ends of the earth, or
of all my chosen ones throughout the whole world. This was the proposal that
was made to him; to which he agreed. When the question was put, Who shall go
for the salvation of those chosen ones? he made answer, and said, "Here am
I, send me:—lo I come, to do thy will, O my God." A covenant, a compact,
and agreement was made immediately between the Father and the Son, upon this
affair of so great importance and in consequence of this, he was sent in the fulness
of time. Herein is love, the love of God the Father, in that be sent his Son to
be the Savior of the world; and he sent him in the fulness of time agreed upon
in this covenant. Christ came to seek and save them that were lost. This is the
sum of the everlasting gospel, which is no other than a transcript of this
covenant. This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. Moreover, all the blessings
of salvation were provided and secured in this covenant; and therefore it
may with great propriety be said, "this is all my salvation." It was
not only settled who should be the saved ones; but what blessings they should
be partakers of, and should enjoy to all eternity. Now these are all
spiritual blessings (Eph. 1:3), which were given us in Christ before the
world began, and upon which account this covenant is said to be, in the text, ordered
in all things. For instance, one of these blessings is peace; from
which this covenant, as before observed, is called the covenant of peace. It
was foreseen there would be a breach between God and his creature man: that
peace and reconciliation would be necessary. This was provided for; Christ was
proposed to be the Peace-maker. He shall make peace with me (Isa.
27:5); and accordingly he became their peace, and made peace by the blood of
his cross. Pardon of sin is another blessing of this
covenant, not to be had by the covenant of works; such who sinned against
Moses' law died without mercy. Through the blood of this everlasting covenant
is the remission of sins: one promise of it runs thus, I will be merciful
to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember
no more; and without shedding of blood there is no remission. Justification is
another blessing of salvation, provided for in this covenant, Jehovah the
Father appointed this work unto his Son, which he agreed to, even to bring in
everlasting righteousness; and God promised that he should justify many
upon the foot of that righteousness, and as a covenant God he does do it. Is
he the God of the Jews only? Is be not also of the Gentiles (Rom. 3:29)?
He is; that is, the covenant God of the one, as well as of the other. Now how
does this appear? Why in this instance, in as much as he justifies the
circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith; so that the
justification of men, by the righteousness of Christ, received by faith, is a
blessing of grace, which God, as a covenant God, bestows upon his people.
Provision is also made in this covenant for the sanctification of the
Lord's people. Another promise of it is, I will put my laws in their minds
and write them in their hearts. 1 will sprinkle clean water upon them, and they
shall be clean. I will give them a new heart and a new spirit. I will take away
the stony heart, and give a heart of flesh. What an ample provision is
here made for the sanctification of the covenant ones! Faith, repentance, and
every grace are laid up in this covenant. Adoption is another
blessing of salvation, and is secured in the covenant of grace. When God puts
any among the children; it is a putting them into the covenant of grace; as he
says, I will be their Father, and they shall be my sons and daughters. Upon
this follows heir-ship; for, if children, then heirs, heirs of God,
and joint-heirs with Christ Jesus. Heirs together of the grace of life. Heirs
of an inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. Heirs of
salvation, as they are called (Heb. 1:14).


Well then, this being the case,
that in this covenant it is provided who shall be saved, the
Saviour, and the blessings to be enjoyed; with great propriety
may it be said, all our salvation is in this covenant. It is secured
by it, flows from it, and depends upon it. Then adds David, this is all my
desire: and it is no wonder that it should be his desire, when all his
salvation was in it; and it is every gracious soul's desire, to see more
clearly his interest in it. David saw his interest in it no doubt; but
still he desired to see it more clearly, as every good man does, that he may
more strongly take hold on the covenant, as it is expressed in Isaiah
56:4. Take hold on a covenant God, on Christ the Mediator of the covenant, and
of the blessings and promises of it, and claim them as his. Every good man
desires to be led more and more into this covenant, into the nature, fulness,
and glory of it. The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him, and he
will shew them his covenant. Those to whom any thing of this covenant has
been shewn, cannot but be desirous of being shewn more of it; and especially
their full interest in it. They desire also to have a fresh application of
covenant grace, and covenant blessings to them, which God hath promised. He
says, hear and your souls shall live, and I will make with you an
everlasting covenant: the meaning is, that he would manifest and apply
unto them, the blessings of this covenant. It is the desire of every good man,
that knows any thing of the covenant of grace, and the scheme of salvation by it,
to be saved in this way; by and through the covenant of grace, and not of
works. It is natural for men, until they are better enlightened, to desire to
be saved by a covenant of works; first-convictions generally lead this


way, as in the three thousand
persons: say they, what shalt we do? They talked of nothing but doing: so
the apostle Paul, when first enlightened, said, Lord, what wouldst thou
have me to do? And the jailor, what shall I do to be saved? And
it is natural for every man to think and say, he must do something to
be saved. But one that is better enlightened into the covenant of grace and the
scheme of salvation, desires to be saved by this covenant of grace, and no
other; saved by grace, and not by works. This is all my desire; or, my
delight and pleasure; so the word here used signifies. And O! the delight
a good, a spiritual man, has in the covenant of grace, and in the promises of
it particularly, which are exceeding great and precious; and which being opened
and applied to him, are like apples of gold in pictures of silver: he
rejoices in them, when they are brought and applied unto him, more than one
that finds great spoil. This is all his desire, comfort, and solace, in the
most trying circumstances. When he beholds his interest in this covenant, he
can glory even in tribulation; knowing that tribulation worketh patience,
patience experience, and experience hope. Covenant love is shed abroad in
his heart, by the Spirit. Let it be as it will with him, whatever changes he
passes through, this covenant, the blessings and promises of it, are the same;
therefore he is not moved.


2. These words are applicable to
the Ruler over men, before described; or the federal head with whom this
covenant is made, and with his people in him; that is, our Lord Jesus Christ:
so the supplement may as well be, He is all my salvation, and all my
desire: i.e. Christ is so. "He is all my salvation:" He is styled
"God's salvation." I have waited for thy salvation (Gen.
49:18): so called, because he is the salvation or Saviour of God's providing
and appointing: and at other times he is called the salvation of his people,
because they are the subjects of salvation; and they, under the influence of
divine grace, choose him as their salvation or Savior, and will have no other,
as Job said, He also shall be my salvation; and David, He is all
my salvation; that is, he is the author of it. He was appointed to this
work: he came, having salvation. He came with power and authority, as
Mediator, to effect it; and he came (which was his end in coming), to seek and
to save them that were lost; and is become the author of eternal salvation to
all them that obey him. He is the only author of salvation. There is
salvation in him and no other. Saints are not to expect it from any other: nor
will a truly sensible sinner, look to any other for salvation. All their
salvation is in him; not a part of it only, but the whole of it.
A sensible sinner looks to Christ for his whole salvation. He is the
author of complete salvation.The redemption which he has wrought out, is a
plenteous one; for he saves his people from all iniquity: saves them out of the
hands of all that hate them; saves them to the uttermost. It is a complete
salvation; and they that are saved are complete in him; and under the influence
and witnessing of the blessed Spirit, they can claim their interest in him, and
say, "He is all my salvation:" and in this the sensible sinner
glories. What would it have been to David if that little word my were
left out? if he could only have said, "He is all salvation?" But this
was his peculiar support and happiness, that he could add, "He is all my"salvation,
and all my desire." The most desirable one or, all desirable. He
is said to be the desire of all nations (Hag. 2:7); that is, he ought
to be so; of right, he should be so. In him all the nations of the earth are
blessed, he is the desire of all sensible souls: these, with the church, will
say, with my soul have I desired thee; and the desire of my soul is to thy
name, and to the remembrance of thee. He is desirable, on various
accounts; on account of the glory of his person, the transcendent excellencies
which are in him; he is the brightness of his Father's glory, and the express
image of his person. His glory is as the only begotten of the Father; he is
possessed of all divine perfections; he is fairer than the children of men:
white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousands; or, as in our text, all
desire. And he is the desire of his people, on account of that fulness of
grace there is in him: not only because the fulness of the Godhead dwells
bodily in him: but because it hath pleased the Father that in him should all
fulness of grace dwell, for the supply of his people; and out of which they are
supplied. They may say, as the Psalmist did, the Lord is my shepherd, I
shall not want. He is all their desire, as a Saviour, or on account of
that salvation he is the author of: whom have I in heaven but thee (says
the Psalmist) and there is none on earth that I desire besides thee. None
among the angels in heaven, none among all the men upon earth, to be desired
with Jesus Christ. There is such an efficacy in his blood for cleansing from
sin; such an excellency in his righteousness, that a sensible sinner desires to
be found in him, not having on his own righteousness, which is of the law, but
the righteousness which is of God, by faith. There is such a virtue in his
sacrifice, for the expiation of sin, that he has put away sin for ever; and
they are perfected that are sanctified(Heb. 10:14). There is so great
salvation wrought out by him; so full, free, complete, perfect, lasting, and
durable; so suitable to the circumstances of the sinner, that makes him all
desire. He is all my desire. Truly gracious souls, that know any
thing of him, they desire to know more of him: know more of his person,
offices, and grace; to know more of him, and the power of his resurrection. And
no wonder they should, since, this is life eternal, to know thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent: hence they make use of
all the means of grace, for the improvement of their knowledge; that they may
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, and arrive, at last, to
the perfect knowledge of him; to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.
Here all their desire is, not only to know him, but to have more communion with
him: they know the sweetness of communion with Christ, and God in Christ;
and when they have it, they can say with the apostle, truly our fellowship
is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. They pant after him, as
the hart pants after the water-brooks: saying, when shall we come and appear
before God in Sion? His tabernacles are amiable and lovely; they long for his
courts; their souls even faint for the living God, a day in his courts being
better to them than a thousand elsewhere. Whenever they enjoy fellowship with
Christ, it is so desirable to them, that they could wish it always continued:
They say, with the disciples on the mount, it is good for us to be here; or
to be absent from the body, that they may be present with the Lord. At certain
seasons, their hearts are so drawn out after communion with him, that they
desire to depart, and be with Christ, which is far better.—Thus, He is all
their salvation, and all their desire.


II. All this is maintained,
notwithstanding the circumstances in which David was, when he said these words,
"All my salvation, and all my desire; although he maketh it not to
grow." Although I am in such circumstances, am not in so flourishing
a state as I could wish, yet this covenant is all my salvation: or, this
Ruler over men (who is said to be as time tender grass springing out of the
earth, by clear shining after rain), is all my salvation, and all my desire.


This may be understood both
literally, and figuratively. Literally, of the natural produce of the
earth and so the Psalmist may he considered in the like circumstances, and
uttering the same expressions of faith as Habakkuk, when he says, Although
the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour
of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flocks shall
be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls; yet I will
rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation: I will rejoice in
my covenant God, in what he is unto me, and hath provided for me. So says David
here, "He is all my salvation, and all my desire, although he makes it not
to grow:" though there might be a drought and famine in the land as lately
had been.


Or this may be understood figuratively of
a spiritual growth in grace; for there is such a thing as growing in grace, and
in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. Faith sometimes glows exceedingly, love
increases, hope abounds; and every grace is in lively exercise. At other times
it is not so. Now, a/though he make it not to grow: although I am not
in so flourishing a condition with respect to the exercise of my graces, yet he
is all my salvation, and all my desire: or, this covenant of grace made with
me, is all my salvation, and all my desire; things are all safe there,
though I am uncomfortable, with respect to my frames. Salvation does not depend
upon our frames, nor upon the lively exercise of grace in us; it depends upon
the unalterable covenant.


Or this may have respect to David's family, particularly, although
he make it not to grow: although my family are not in growing, increasing and
flourishing circumstances; though one breach after another is made in it: first,
Ammon cut off, then Absalom, and though so many uncomfortable things are there;
yet this is all my salvation, and all my desire. Though the horn of David is
not made to bud, as is promised; yet. this is all my salvation.


Or, rather this may have respect to
the Messiah, the righteous One that should spring forth. "Although that
branch does not spring forth as yet:" or thus, "Shall not this branch
spring forth? Verily it shall; for a rod shall grow out of Jesse." Now
David knew, that though things were not so well as he could wish, yet this was
his comfort, that there was an everlasting covenant made, in which his
salvation was secured; though, as yet, the Messiah, the branch had not sprung
forth, which he believed would, and which the Lord promised by Jeremiah,
(23:5). So by one of the latter prophets, "Behold, I bring forth my
servant the ‘Branch.'" Now this is all my salvation, and all my desire;
although this branch, as yet, does not grow up out of its place, which he firmly
believed, in virtue of this covenant, it would do.


But I shall now come to a close.
Let us be led hereby to adore and admire the wonderful and distinguishing grace
of God; that he should make such a provision in an everlasting covenant for any
of the sons of men, in Christ Jesus. God was under no obligation so to do: it
all flows from his free and unmerited love, that here are such promises made in
it, and such blessings of grace provided. And notwithstanding those disorders
we may be under at times, let not this weaken our faith in covenant interest;
for notwithstanding them, as David observes, covenant interest abides. Although
my house, my family, heart, life, and every thing else, is not as I could wish;
yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant. Such who are interested in
this covenant, need not fear wanting any good thing: it is ordered in all
things. There is nothing that they need, but what is in this covenant; nor can
they be in any condition of life whatever, but here is a promise made in this
covenant, suited to their case and circumstances. I may say, they need not fear
wanting any good thing; for here grace and glory are provided. Blessed are they
that put their trust in him. And let us earnestly desire that we may be more
and more led into the nature and fulness of this covenant: may the desire of
our souls be more and more towards it; may we see our interest in the blessings
and promises of it; and find them to be the support of our souls in all the
circumstances of life, and in the views of death and eternity.
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1 SAMUEL 30:6. LAST
CLAUSE.

But David encouraged himself in the Lord his God.


 


David
was at this time in as great distress, if not greater, than ever he was in all
his life. He had been persecuted from place to place by Saul, and his life
often in imminent danger; but then he had friends along with him, to comfort
and encourage him, to protect and defend him to the utmost of their power; but
now it was otherwise: yet he encouraged himself in the Lord his God. Ziklag,
the place where he and his men had dwelt for some time, the Amalekites taking the advantage
of his absence, came and burnt and destroyed it; carried captives the wives and
concubines of his men, and his own wives also. This occasioned a general
discontent, and even a mutiny among the people; so that David's people, his own
friends, spoke of stoning him:but notwithstanding all this, David encouraged
himself in the Lord his God.


At
this time of distress, he was at the eve of his outward grandeur and glory: for
much about this time, very likely at the very time, that battle, from whence he
was providentially withdrawn, was fought between Saul and the Philistines, in
which Saul and his Sons were slain; which paved the way for David to ascend the
throne of Israel. So sometimes it is, that when God is about to work salvation
from his people, to bestow upon them great favors whether in a way of
providence or grace, he suffers them to be brought into the greatest straits;
that his power, wisdom, and goodness may be the more visible.


But
David knew nothing of this for the present; his state was very distressing,
hopeless, and helpless, as to human appearance: nevertheless he encouraged
himself in the Lord his God. He encouraged himself, for he had none
to encourage him; they all spake of stoning him. He encouraged himself, not by
virtue of any power of his own, but through the influence of the divine Spirit;
which impressed his mind, directed him to God, and enabled him to exercise
faith upon him: he encouraged himself in the Lord his God. In the
Lord; not absolutely considered, for God is a consuming fire; but he
strengthened, he encouraged himself in the Lord his God, his covenant God and
Father.


The
observation I make upon this, is, that covenant interest in God, and a view of
what is in God, as Covenant Lord, are a sufficient encouragement to his people,
in their greatest distresses and, in enlarging on this observation, I shall
consider,


I.
That the people of God have their times of trouble and distress.


II.
That God is their covenant God; and this is a source of support and comfort to
them under their troubles. And,


III.
That a view of what is in God, is enough to encourage the saints in the worst
of times. David encouraged himself in the Lord his God.


I.
The people of God have their times of trouble and distress. The apostle Paul
seems to distinguish between trouble and distress, when he
says, We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed (2 Cor. 4:8). Troubled
on every side, from every quarter, all around; look which way we will, there is
nothing but trouble, and yet not distressed: that is, not so distressed as to
be reduced to despair, as is afterwards explained; or to be brought to ruin and
destruction; for it follows, perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted,
but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.


The
people of God, in all ages and periods of time, have been poor, and afflicted
with divers sorts of afflictions, temporal and spiritual; but this is the favor
bestowed upon them, that they shall trust: they are enabled to trust, they do
trust in the name of the Lord their God. Their afflictions and troubles are
partly outward, and partly inward: some are outward afflictions; such as affect
their bodies, their families, and estates; or arise from the world, and the men
of it, their reproaches and persecutions; and these come not by chance, but are
by divine appointment. They are appointed to these afflictions, and these
afflictions are appointed for them; these are a legacy their great Lord and
Master hath bequeathed them, In the world ye shall have tribulation (John
16:33). There are many tribulations through which the saints enter the kingdom
they attend them all the way, more or less, to the heavenly glory. They follow
them to their entrance into the kingdom; then they leave them, and not till
then. These troubles and afflictions are all in love, and are directed by the
hand of a tender Father; yet, nevertheless, no affliction is joyous, but
grievous to the flesh.


There
are other troubles, trials, and exercises which are internal, and more
especially affect the soul, or the spiritual state of God's people; I mean,
their comfortable spiritual state. Nothing can affect, so as to destroy, their
state and standing in Christ; but there are many things which distress them,
with respect to their spiritual frames, and comfortable spiritual state.
Sometimes they are under the hidings of God's face and, as his presence gives
them the greatest pleasure; so his absence, the greatest pain and uneasiness. When
he hideth his face, their souls are troubled; and upon this follows darkness,
and sometimes such darkness, that they can see no light. This being the case of
good men, that they walk in darkness, and have no light (Isa. 50:10); no joy,
comfort, and peace in a sensible manner; hence follows many doubts and fears in
them, relative to their case. They are ready to fear that a work of grace was
never begun in them, or that they shall never hold on and out unto the end, but
fall short of heaven at last: without are fightings, and within are fears.
Unbelief sometimes prevails to a very great degree, and their language is like
that of the Psalmist, Is his mercy clean gone for ever? doth his promise
fail for evermore? hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath he in
anger shut up his tender mercies? (Ps. 77:8, 9). Unbelief reads all this in the
affirmative. You may well imagine God's people are in distress, when this is
their case. Sometimes their distresses arise from the temptations of Satan:who
is a very busy adversary, and goes about, like a roaring lion, seeking whom he
may devour; though he cannot do this, with respect to the people of God, yet he
can, and is, often suffered to distress them. Yea, he is said to desire to
winnow one as wheat, as Peter; and he buffets another, as in the case of Paul,
he throws his fiery darts thick and fast, and these give a great deal of pain
and uneasiness. To all these may be added, the corruptions of their nature,
which are suffered sometimes to prevail very much in them: they find a law in
their members, warring against the law of their minds, and bringing them into
captivity to the law of sin and death; which makes them say, "Oh! wretched
men, that we are." These old Canaanites left in the land, are as pricks in
their eyes, and thorns in their sides, that give them great distress.


II.
God is the covenant God of his people, and that is a source of support and
comfort to them under all their troubles and distresses. David says, "Fear
was on every side; but I trusted in thee, O Lord I said, thou art my God"
(Ps. 31:13, 14). God is the God of his people, not only in a general sense, as
he is the God of the spirits of all flesh; not in a national sense, as he is
the God of the Jews. He avouched them to be his people, and they avouched him
to be their God; but he is the God, the covenant God of his people, in a more
special sense, in the covenant of grace, ordered in all things, and sure; the
tenor of which runs thus, "They shall be my people, and I will be their
God" (Jer. 32:28). This covenant interest is made manifest in effectual
vocation, when God calls his covenant ones effectually by his grace; which
makes it clearly appear that they are his covenant ones. Then, they who are not
a people, that is, who were not known to be a people of God, either by
themselves or others, openly appear to be his people; for the application of
covenant blessings unto them is an undeniable proof of their interest; for, to
whomsoever covenant blessings are applied, such must be most certainly interested
in the covenant of grace.


Now
this covenant interest always continues, it never can be dissolved, let the
saint come into what condition he will, let him be in what trouble or distress
he may, covenant interest always abides. Afflictions that are laid upon him, of
one kind or another, are no arguments at all disproving his covenant interest;
rather are proofs of the same; for, in the covenant it is provided, that when
the Lord's children forsake his law, and walk not in his statutes, he will
visit their transgression with a rod and their iniquity with stripes;
nevertheless his loving-kindness he will not utterly take from them, not suffer
his faithfulness to fail. His covenant he will not break, nor alter the thing
that is gone out of his lips (Ps. 89:30, 34). Even the sins and corruptions of
God's people, the temptations of Satan, and the snares of this world, do not,
cannot dissolve covenant interest; for Jehovah knew beforehand, when he took
his people into this covenant, what they would be; that they would be called
transgressors from the womb; that their neck would be as an iron sinew, and
their brow as brass; and yet this did not hinder their admission into this
covenant; and consequently cannot be a reason for dismissing them from it:
besides, in this covenant of grace there is provision made for the forgiveness
of the sins of God's people. One principal promise runs thus, "I will
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more" (Jer.
31:34). That darkness and desertion, those doubts and fears, and unbelief,
which attend God's people, cannot destroy their covenant interest: that still
continues the same, whether they are in the light or in the dark, whether in
comfortable or uncomfortable frames, covenant interest is always invariably the
same. As it was with the head, so it is with the members; as it was with our
head, Christ Jesus, when suffering, and God withdrew his presence from him, and
he said, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" Forsaken he
was; but God was his God still: so it is with the members, they may be
forsaken, God may hide his face from them, they may be in darkness, and in the
deeps; yet they may say my God still. So says the church, My God
will hear me; when I sit in darkness, the Lord will be a light unto me: he
will bring me to the light, and I shall behold his righteousness (Micah
7:7, 8, 9). Covenant interest always abides; and is the source of comfort to
the saints in all their distresses; for he, that is their covenant God, will be
their God and their guide unto death (Ps. 48:14).


III.
There are such things in God, as are a sufficient encouragement to his people
in the worst of times and they may, through the strength of divine grace, as
David did, encourage themselves in the Lord their God. Thus, for instance,


1.
There are the mercy, grace, and love of our heavenly Father, of our
covenant God: he has proclaimed his name, the Lord, the Lord God, merciful
and gracious, forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin (Ex. 34:6, 7).
Upon this declaration of grace, David might well, and so every believer also,
with the greatest assurance, affirm, Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;
yea, our God is merciful (Ps. 116:5).


Now
this yields relief to the people of God, when first awakened to a sight and
sense of their state and condition by nature. This relieves them in their first
soul trouble: namely, the declarations of the grace, mercy, and love of God. As
Benhadad's servants argued with their master, We have heard, that the
kings of the house of Israel, are merciful kings; let us, I pray thee, put
sackcloth on our loins, and ropes on our heads, and go out to the king of
Israel; peradventure he will save thy life (1 Kings 20:31). So poor
sinners, when they are first awakened to a sight and sense of their vileness,
the just demerit of their sins, and time consequences of them, having heard,
through the report of the gospel, that the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, is
gracious and merciful; they are encouraged to go and throw themselves upon his
grace and mercy, and say, as the publican did, God be merciful to me a
sinner. Not that they cast themselves upon the absolute mercy of God; but upon
the mercy of God, as it streams through the blood and righteousness of Christ;
which is the sense of that request of the publican, "God be merciful to
me," through the propitiatory sacrifice of thy Son. It is a view of this
that encourages sinners in their first distress of soul, to go to God, and
venture their souls upon his mercy. Let Israel (and so let every
sensible sinner) hope in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy; and
with him there is plenteous redemption (Ps. 130:7): that is, there is
mercy streaming through that plenteous redemption by our Lord Jesus Christ. It
is a declaration of the grace and mercy of God, that is a relief to poor
sensible souls, under the first workings of the Spirit of God upon their
hearts: whereby they are encouraged to hope for pardoning grace, and to obtain
it, as the apostle says he did, I, who was before a blasphemer, and a
persecutor, and injurious; but I obtained mercy (1 Tim 1:13). So
likewise it is a relief unto them, after having fallen into sin, and when
brought again to repentance: when they stand in need of fresh discoveries of
forgiving love. In affliction the Lord is pleased to reveal himself unto them
in this manner, and apply his pardoning grace unto them: they find him to be a
kind, merciful, and tender-hearted Father to them: like as a father
pitieth his children: so the Lord pitieth them that fear him (Ps. 103:13).
He sympathizes with them in all their troubles; in all their afflictions he is
afflicted; his bowels yearn towards them when they are in distress; and though
he may seem sometimes to frown upon them in his providence, yet he changes his
dispensations towards them, in love, saying, Is Ephraim my dear son? is he
a pleasant child ? verily he is, for since I spake against him, in
a providential way, I do earnestly remember him still: therefore my bowels
are troubled for him; I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the Lord.


God,
the covenant God of his people, is full of mercy, grace, love, kindness, and
tenderness unto them at all times; and this is an encouragement unto them to
trust in him. In a view of this, they may do as David did, encourage themselves
in the Lord their God; and the rather, in as much as this mercy, grace, and
love always continue the same. The mercy of God is from everlasting to
everlasting upon them that fear him: his love to his people is an everlasting
love: his loving-kindness never departs from them: nor can any thing separate
them from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus their Lord.


Well
then, let the saint be in what trouble and distress he will, if he can but be
directed and is but enabled to look unto the grace and mercy of God, as a
covenant God, always the same; it will yield him relief in the worst of times.


2.
There is the power of God, which is great and unlimited. "Twice
have I heard this, (says the Psalmist) that power belongs to God." There
are not only one, or two, but there are many instances of the almighty power of
God: he, who is almighty, is able to save his people, when in the greatest
distress. His hand is not shortened that it cannot save, nor his ear heavy that
it cannot hear. When they cry unto him in their distress, pray to him for
deliverance, they pray to a God that can save them to the uttermost; save them
out of all their troubles. This poor man cried (says David, and
it may be, he means himself particularly), and the Lord heard him, and
saved him out of all his troubles. So this poor man, and the other poor man,
and thousands of poor saints, in all ages, have cried unto the Lord in their
distress, and he has saved them out of all their troubles.


He
has power and ability to fulfil all the promises which he has made unto his
people; and they are many, exceeding great and precious. Abraham had a special
promise made to him, and the fulfillment of it was attended with many
difficulties, insurmountable to carnal reason; yet he staggered not at the
promise, but was strong in faith, giving glory to God. And what was it kept up
his faith in the view of those difficulties that attended the accomplishment of
the thing promised? Why, it was this, he was persuaded that Godwas able also to
perform (Rom. 4:21). God, the covenant God of his people, is of such
power, that he is able to supply all their wants, let them be what they will;
to supply all their need, according to his riches in glory, by Christ Jesus, he
is able to support them under their greatest trials, and he has promised to do
it;he has said, "Fear not, I am with thee; be not dismayed, I am thy God;
I will help thee; I will strengthen thee;yea, I will uphold thee, with the
right-hand of my righteousness." And when he puts underneath everlasting
arms, they are a sufficient support. He is able to protect and defend them from
all enemies. They that trust in him, as their covenant God, are as mount Sion, that can never be removed; for as the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so is
the Lord round about his people, from this time forth, even for evermore. He is
a wall of fire round about them, to preserve them, and to annoy their enemies:
he is a glory in the midst of them. They are kept, as in a garrison, by his
power through faith unto salvation he is able to build them up, and to give
them an inheritance among all them that are sanctified by faith in Christ
Jesus. He is able to keep them from falling; from a total and final falling
away, and present them faultless before the throne of his majesty: and he will
exert his power in the preservation of them safe to his everlasting kingdom and
glory. Now a view of this power in God, of his ability to do these things, and
much more, is a sufficient encouragement to saints in the worst of times.


3.
There is the unchangeableness of God; which also, when believers have
a view of, it relieves them under the greatest distresses. He is the Father of
lights, with whom there is no variableness, nor shadow of turning not the least
appearance of a change in him. He is the Lord, that changeth not; and therefore
the sons of Jacob are not consumed: they cannot be consumed; they cannot be
destroyed who are interested in an unchangeable God. He is unchangeable in his
love to them: he never varies in that, let them be in what condition they will,
or let his appearance to them be what it may, in the external dispensation of
things, his love is always the same. If he chides them, if he chastises them,
in a providential way, on account of their sins, yet his loving-kindness he
doth not take from them, nor suffer his faithfulness to fail. If he hide his
face from them, to rebuke them, on one account or another, because of some
misbehavior of theirs; yet still he loves them: his loving-kindness does not
depart from them; having loved them, he loves them to the end. His love is
everlasting; as it commenced in eternity, it will continue to all eternity;
invariably and unchangeably the same. There may be different dispensations
towards them, as I have suggested; they may be in different frames of soul, and
not always have the like apprehensions of the love of God yet that in
itself is the same.


He
is unchangeable in his counsels and decrees; particularly
in that relative to the everlasting salvation of his people. This is a
foundation of solid comfort, even of everlasting consolation; so says the
apostle, "Wherein God, to shew the immutability of his counsel, confirmed
it by an oath, that by two immutable things (his counsel, which is immutable;
and his oath annexed to it, which is likewise so) in which it was impossible
for God to lie; we might have strong consolation, who have fled, for refuge, to
lay hold on the hope set before us" (Heb. 6:17, 18).


God
is unchangeable in his promises, which he hath made to his people. He
is not a man, that he should lie, nor the son of man that he should repent, or
change his mind. What he hath said, he will do; what he hath proposed, he will
most certainly fulfil. Not one of the good things he hath promised, in
covenant, has ever fallen to the ground, or ever shall. For all his promises
are yea and amen in Christ Jesus, to the glory of God by us.


He
is unchangeable in the blessings of his grace. These are the sure
mercies of David;sure to David's son, and sure to all his seed. They are
irreversible ones. Upon whomsoever they are bestowed, they remain; they are
never revoked; God never repents of them. His Son also is as unchangeable as
himself. The eternal Word. The Chaldee paraphrase upon the text respects this,
and reads it thus; "And David strengthened himself in the Word of the Lord
his God." In that eternal Logos, that Word which was in the beginning with
God, and was God. Strengthened himself in Him; or, to use the
apostolic language, he became strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus, who
is the same, yesterday, today, and for ever; unchangeable in his nature, person,
offices, and grace. He hath, particularly, an unchangeable priesthood; an
unchangeable virtue in his righteousness, to justify from all sin; in his blood
to cleanse from it; and in his sacrifice, to make expiation for it. A view of
this unchangeableness in God, and Christ, is a sufficient encouragement to the
saints under all their distresses, be they what they may.


4.
The faithfulness of God. This is a wonderful attribute. Who is
like unto thee, says the Psalmist, or to thy faithfulness round about
thee? (Ps. 89:8). God is faithful to himself; faithful to his promises and
counsels. His counsels of old are faithfulness and truth. All true, and
faithfully fulfilled. He is faithful to every promise of his. Hence the apostle
describes him as faithful who hath promised, who also will do it. He is
faithful to his covenant. He will not break his covenant upon any account
whatsoever, nor suffer his faithfulness to fail. He is faithful to his Son. As
Christ is faithful to him that appointed him, even his divine Father; so
Jehovah the Father is faithful to his Son with respect to all the promises he
made to him, concerning his own glory as Mediator, and the good of his covenant
people. And he is faithful to his covenant people, notwithstanding their
unfaithfulness and unbelief; for though we believe not, says the apostle, he
abides faithful.


Now
a consideration of this perfection of our covenant God, is sufficient to
support and encourage us under the greatest distresses in life. The same may be
observed indeed of every perfection of his; as, his omniscience, omnipresence,
and the like. He is omniscient. He knows all persons and things; and the
knowledge he has of his people is special and particular. It is not merely a
general knowledge, as he knows all his creatures; but is joined with the
greatest affection to them. In this sense we are to understand it, when he is
said to know them that are his. He knows all the world, and all the
men in it; but not in the sense in which he knows his covenant ones. His
knowledge, being connected with the greatest affection to them, his eyes are
upon the righteous, and his ears are open to their cries, in a different manner
from what they are upon, and to others. Indeed the eye of his providence is
particular. " He is the Saviour" of all men, especially of those
"that believe" (1 Tim. 4:10):and the eyes of the Lord, run to and
fro, to shew himself strong in a remarkable manner, on the behalf of those
whose hearts are upright towards him. He knows their persons, and their wants.
Their desires are before him, and their groanings are not hid from him. This is
a great encouragement to them.


So
the Omnipresence of God. He is a God at hand, and not a God afar off.
He is nigh to all them that call upon him in truth. It was the peculiar privilege
of Israel of old, that they had God so nigh unto them in all things they called
upon him for (Deut. 4:7): so have all the saints and people of God. He is the
eternal God, from everlasting to everlasting: He which was, and is, and is to
come; and he has been, and is, the dwelling place of his people in all
generations. He is the ever-living God, to protect, preserve, and bring them
safe to the everlasting enjoyment of himself. Thus, a view of what God is, in
himself, and of what is in our covenant God and Father, are a sufficient
encouragement in the worst of times. David encouraged himself in the
Lord his God.


But
I must draw to a conclusion. You may be directed from hence where to go, and to
when to apply in times of trouble: not to the creature, or an arm of flesh; but
to the Lord as your covenant God. When refuge fails you, and no man
cares for your soul, then say, as David did, Thou art my refuge and
my portion in the land of the living (Ps. 143:5).This doctrine may serve
to support the people of God under all the vicissitudes that attend them in
this life, in body, soul, or estate. This may be a relief to them, that they
have to do with, and are interested in a covenant God; whose love and covenant
are unchangeable, and therefore the sons of Jacob shall not be consumed. What
may not such persons expect, who have Jehovah for their covenant God? They may
say, as Jacob did, they have all things; they have enough. The Lord is their
shepherd; he is their shield, and their exceeding great reward. They have
nothing to fear from their enemies, spiritual or temporal. They may say, as
David did, The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? (Ps.
27:1). If God be for them, if he is on their side, if he is their covenant God
and Father, who shall be against them? or what does it signify who are against
them? Happy that people whose God is the Lord! they may expect every blessing
of grace here, and eternal glory hereafter. His grace will be sufficient to
carry them through all the trials of fire, and bring them safe to glory. He,
who is their God, is a sun and shield; he gives grace and glory, and no good
thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. Blessed are all they that
put their trust in him.
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2 CHRONICLES 16:9

For the eyes f the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth,


 to
shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect towards him.


 


Notwithstanding
Asa, king of Judah had received such remarkable tokens of divine goodness and
power, in appearing for him, when Zarah the Ethiopian came out with a vast army
against him, so that he obtained a complete victory over him, and returned with
a large spoil; yet, when Baasha, king of Israel, attempted to build a city upon
his borders, he distrusted the providence of God; betook himself to the king of
Syria, and sent him gold and silver out of his own treasury, and out of the
treasury of the house of the Lord, to prevail with him to break the league
which he had entered into with the king of Israel, and make a diversion in his
favour; which was accordingly done. Upon which, the prophet Hanani came unto
him, and said, Because thou hast relied on the King of Syria, and not
relied on the Lord thy God; therefore is the host of the King of Syria escaped
out of thine hand. Then he reasons with him upon that remarkable success
which he had against the Ethiopians. Were not the Ethiopians and the
Sabines, a huge host, with very many chariots and horsemen? yet, because thou
didst rely on the Lord, he delivered them into thine hand. Intimating,
that had he relied upon the Lord his God now, and not upon the king of Syria, that the Syrian army would have been delivered into his hands. The reason is given
in the words I have read, For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro
throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose
heart is perfect towards him. In speaking to which words, I shall


I.
Inquire what we are to understand by the eyes of the Lord.


II.
In what sense these are said to run to and fro throughout the whole earth.


III.
The end of their running thus.


I.
What we are to understand by the eyes of the Lord? These words are
not to he understood literally, or in a corporal sense; for though the various
parts of a human body are, in Scripture, attributed to God; yet we are not to
entertain such a gross notion of the divine Being, as if he had a body
consisting of parts like ours. When, therefore, any thing of this kind is
ascribed to him, it is only expressive of some power, or action done by him,
which is similar thereunto. Hast thou eyes of flesh, or seest thou as man
seest? No, Jehovah has not eyes of flesh; he does not see as man sees. Man
can only see things that are near him, not at any great distance; but the
eyes of the Lord, as in our text, run to and fro throughout the whole
earth. Man's eyes can only see and observe objects, one after another; but
the eyes of the Lord behold altogether; all objects throughout the whole
universe, at one and the same time. The eyes of man can only see when there is
light; but light and darkness are both alike to the Lord. Only external objects
are to be seen by the eyes of men; but the eyes of the Lord discern internal
things; the heart of man, and the recesses of it. The eyes of men are
often deceived; but the sight of God never. His are not eyes of
flesh; nor does he see as man sees. But this is to he understood
figuratively of him; and in our text, designs his all-seeing providence and
that, as concerned in a special manner with his own people; who are described
as having their hearts perfect towards him.


This
phrase, The eyes of the Lord, designs sometimes his general
providence, as it respects every individual person. The eyes of the Lord are in
every place, throughout the whole universe, beholding the evil and the good;
evil men and good men; their dispositions and actions, whether good or bad; but
here, and elsewhere, the eyes of the Lord,intend his all-seeing
providence, as concerned in a special manner with his people. So we find in the
prophecy of Zechariah, seven eyes are said to be upon one stone, laid
before Joshua;which stone seems to be none other than that cut out of the
mountain without hands, the stone which the builders refused, and is
made the head of the corner;the foundation and chief corner stone, our Lord
Jesus Christ. The eye of God, in its full perfection, signified by seven
eyes, is said to be upon that stone. It is also upon every one that is
laid upon that stone; built upon that sure foundation which is matter of joy,
as it is said, in the fourth chapter of that book. They shall rejoice when
they see the plummet in the hand of Zerubabel, with those seven: they are the
eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro throughout the whole earth. The
very phrase used in our text.


The
eyes of the Lord are pure and holy. He is of purer eyes than to behold
iniquity. Sin is the abominable thing which his righteous soul hateth;
being contrary to his nature, repugnant to his will, and a breach of his
righteous law. It makes men abominable in the sight of God. How much more
abominable and filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity like water. He is
not a God that takes pleasure in sin, neither shall evil dwell with him. He
hates all the workers of iniquity, who make a trade and business of
sinning. His eyes, as they are set upon the wicked, are upon them for evil, I
will set mine eyes upon them for evil, and not for good, And again. The
eyes of Lord God are upon the sinful kingdom, to destroy it (Amos 9:4-8).
The eyes of she Lord, as they are set upon his own people, are like the eyes of
doves expressive of mildness, gentleness, tenderness, and love: but as they are
set upon wicked men, his eyes are as flames of fire; expressive of wrath and
vengeance; sparkling with rage and fury. The face of the Lord is against
them that do evil; his countenance is a terrible one, and the effect of it
is to cut them off from the face of the earth. But his eyes are set upon the
righteous in a favorable way. Theeyes of the Lord are upon the
righteous, and his ears are open to their cry (Ps. 34:15). His eyes of
providence are upon them, attended with love, mercy, and kindness. He takes
delight in them, as they are clothed with the righteousness of his Son; for
none are righteous, but such who are made so by his righteousness. No man is
justified in his sight by the works of the law; but such as are
clothed with the righteousness of Christ are accepted before him. He beholds
them with pleasure, and he never turns his eyes from them. They are upon them
for good. The eyes of some are full of envy; but his eyes are full of goodness. Is
thine eye evil (envious) because I am good, kind, and bountiful?
Such is the eye of the Lord towards his people, his righteous ones. It is good
and bountiful. His eye is upon them to bestow all needful good; to cause all
things to work together for good. His eye is an eye of love, grace, and mercy
unto them. The eye of the Lord is upon them that fear him, and upon them
that hope in his mercy. This is no other than his grace and mercy, which
are from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him; and that according
to his sovereign will and pleasure, who hath mercy on whom he will have
mercy, and is gracious to whom he will be gracious, He looks
upon his people with complacency and delight. His countenance beholds the
upright. His own people are his Hephzibah, in whom he delights; his Beulah, to
whom he is married:and as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so does he over
them:yea, he rests in his love towards them, and rejoices over them with
abundance of joy.


It
is further said of the eyes of the Lord, that they try the righteous. His
eyes behold, and his eye-lids try the children of men. The Lord tries the
righteous; he distinguishes them from others, even in the way of his
providence;for though he is the Saviour of all men, yet
especially of them that believe. He distinguishes them by the gifts of his
grace; which he makes them partakers of, while others ale not: so that they
have abundant reason to say, with admiration Who hath made us to differ? In
this sense are we to understand the eyes of the Lord, as they are concerned
with his own people; which are no other than his all-seeing providence,
accompanied with his love and mercy towards them.


Now
these eyes of his love and mercy were set upon them from everlasting, in his
eternal councils and decrees. He loved them with an everlasting love. He
looked upon them and chose them, in his Son, before the foundation of the
world, to be holy and happy. He blessed them with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly things in Christ. Jesus. He gave them grace in
Christ before the world began. He put them into the hands of his Son, made them
his care and charge;and said unto him, as their surety, Feed the flock of
slaughter. To which he agreed, and said, I will feed the flock of
slaughter; even ye, O poor of the flock.


His
eyes are upon them in time, even as soon as they are brought into the world. He
takes them under his special protection, from their mother's womb; so says the
apostle, Who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his
grace. Not that he called him by his grace as soon as he was born;but so
early he distinguished him by a special providence over him, in order to his
being effectually called by grace in due time. This he observes concerning
others, as well as himself. Who hath saved us, and called us;saved us to
be called;saved us, in a special providential way. The Lord's eyes are upon all
his people in a peculiar manner, as soon as they are born;and all the while
they are in a state of unregeneracy. This is remarkably manifest in the case of
the apostle Paul, I am now speaking of. What notice is taken of him in the
sacred history, before he was effectually called by grace! When Stephen, the proto-martyr, was stoned, it is said, the witnesses laid down their clothes at
a young man's feet, whose name was Saul: and, further it is observed, that Saul
was consenting unto his death. There were multitudes consenting unto his
death besides Saul;but he is particularly taken notice of, that the grace of
God might be magnified in his conversion. It is further said, Saul made
havoc of the Church. Saul was breathing out threatening and slaughter against
the disciples of Christ. Thus you see what notice was taken of him; how
God's eye was upon him, even before he was called by grace; and that because he
was a chosen vessel of salvation. So our Lord said to Nathaniel, Before
that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee. Before
he was called either in a ministerial way, or effectually by the grace of God,
the eye of the Lord was upon him. The Lord's eyes are upon all his people, even
in this state, until the time comes in which they are to be effectually called.
There is a time for every purpose under heaven; and there is a time for God's
calling his people by his grace; for they are all of them called according
to his purpose. Now till this time Jehovah waits; waits to be
gracious to them; waits as it were with longing eyes, till the time is up;
and with respect to some, he waits even till the eleventh hour: and his
long-suffering towards his people, whether it be longer or shorter, always ends
in salvation; for the Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men
count slackness; but is willing that all should come to repentance. When
the set time is come, he passes by them, looks upon them; and his time is a
time of love. He looks upon them not with loathing and contempt; but with
commiseration. When no eye pities them, he looks upon them;and shews mercy to
them. He looks upon them, while in their blood, and says unto them, live; and
washes them from all their pollutions and defilements. He looks upon them, when
in the hands of Satan;and snatches them from thence: observes them to be as
brands in the burning, and takes them from thence. He looks upon them, and sees
them in a pit, wherein is no water; in the mire and clay; and
taking them from thence, he sets their feet upon a rock and establishes
their goings. Thus he looks upon them with an eye of pity and compassion.


The
Lord's eye still continues upon his people after conversion. He watches over
them night and day, lest any hurt them. They are en graven upon the palms
of his hands, and their walls are continually before him. As the Lord said
concerning the temple at Jerusalem, Mine eyes and mine heart shall be
there perpetually (1 Kings 9:3); so his heart and his eyes are perpetually
upon them: and, as it is said of the land of Canaan, The eyes of the Lord
are always upon it, from the beginning of the year, even to the end of the
year:so the eyes of the Lord are upon his people, not only from the beginning
of one year, to the end of it, but from the beginning of their life, unto the
end of their days. Let us now inquire,


II.
In what sense we are to understand this phrase, The eyes of the Lord run
to and fro throughout the whole earth? We have seen that these eyes of the
Lord signify the all seeing providence of God, attended wish his grace, mercy,
and love; as concerned with his people in a special manner. But in what sense
are we to consider these eyes of the Lord, as running to and fro
throughout the whole earth?


The
Omniscience of God reaches throughout the world, and to all creatures. He looks
down from heaven, and beholds the sons of men;he looks upon the inhabitants of
the earth, and considers all their works, whether they be good or bad. His eyes
are upon the ways of men, whether right or wrong. He beholds all their goings,
every step they take, whether in or out of the way of God. There is no darkness
nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves for the
darkness and the light are both alike to him. He fills heaven and earth with
his presence. His general providence reaches to all creatures. He preserves man
and beast; not only upholds them in their beings, but supplies their wants. The
eyes of all are upon him, and he satisfieth the desire of every living thing.
As in one age of the world and another, he has a people in various parts of the
earth: so the all-seeing eye of his providence has been concerned, in a special
manner with them;and extends to them, be they where they will. The children of
God, those whom he hath predestinated to the adoption of children, according to
the council of his will from everlasting, are said to be scattered abroad; some
are in once place, and some in another. Hence Christ is said to come to gather
these together, to reconcile them to God, by being a propitiation, not for the
sins of the Jews only, but for all the people of God throughout the whole
world: therefore, when he gave a commission to his ministering servants, he bid
them go into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature;He so
orders it in providence, that he either sends the gospel to them, or he brings
them to it;or, however, calls them by his grace, and encourages them to look
unto Christ, who says, Look unto me, and be ye saved, all ye ends of the
earth: for I am God, and there is none else. Hence we read of songs
of praise from the uttermost parts of the earth(Isa. 24:16); songs of electing,
redeeming, justifying, pardoning, adopting, regenerating, and sanctifying
grace, from persons in the uttermost parts of the earth, that are partakers of
his grace.


Let
the wicked be where they may, they shall not escape his notice: Though
they dig into hell, thence shall mine hand take them; though they climb up to
heaven, thence will I bring them down: and though they hide themselves in the
top of Carmel, I will search and take them out thence; and though they be hid
from my sight in the bottom of the sea, thence will I command the serpent, and
he shall bite them. So let the children of God be where they may, He will
find them out. He is the great Shepherd of the sheep; and he will search for
them in whatsoever corner they are; and where they have been scattered in the
dark and cloudy day. The special providence of God reaches them all, attended
with his grace, mercy, and goodness.


When,
therefore, his eyes are said to run to and fro throughout the whole earth, on
the behalf of these;we are not to suppose any local motion, or change of place,
in God; for he is omnipresent. Though he is said, sometimes, in condescension
to our capacities, to bow the heavens and come down, and to return
to his place; yet these expressions are to be understood after the manner
of men; and not as true in a literal sense. When his eyes are said to run to
and fro, it is expressive of his watchfulness over his people. As those who are
watchful look here and there, and are very diligent in their observations;so
the Lord watches over his people. He expresseth himself in this very language, As
I have watched over them, to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw down,
and to destroy, and to afflict; so will I watch over them to build, and to
plant, saith the Lord (Jer. 31:28). He opens his eyes upon such poor
worthless creatures as we are; for he that keepeth Israel, that watches over them, neither slumbers nor sleeps. The phrase is
expressive of his readiness, and swiftness, to assist his people in times of
difficulty and distress; and answers to that request of the church, where she
says, Make haste, my Beloved, and be thou like to a roe, or to a young
hart, upon the mountains of spices. Thus the Lord is a present help in
time of trouble. He is ready at hand to assist his people: he helps them, and
that right early. His eyes run to and fro, here and there, on their behalf; and
this in order to counter-work Satan, who is said to go to and fro in the
earth(Job 1:7); and is by the apostle represented as a roaring lion, that
goeth, about seeking whom he may devour. Now the eyes of the Lord run to
and fro through the earth, to counter-work this adversary;to watch over his
people, that they may not be hurt and destroyed by him. He hath, as before
observed, those that are the objects of his love and care, in various parts of
the earth and his eyes run to and fro every where on their behalf. Fear
not, I will be with thee, I will bring thy seed (spiritual converts) from
the East, and gather them from the West. I will say the North give up, and to the
South keep not back; bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends the
earth. Thus you see what is the meaning of this figurative expression, and
the propriety of using this phrase; because of the people of God being in
different parts of the world, and because of the exquisite care the Lord takes
of them. They are under his special notice; and therefore let them be where
they will, his eyes are upon them. I now come,


III.
To the end, or use, of the eyes of the Lord running to and fro throughout the
whole earth. It is to shew himself strong on the behalf of those whose
heart is perfect towards him. Here we shall


1.
Consider the descriptive character of those who are so peculiarly the objects
of his care and special providence. They are described as having their hearts
perfect towards God.


2.
The exertion of divine power on their behalf. He will shew himself strong on
the behalf of those whose heart is perfect towards him.


1.
The descriptive character given of them who are the care of providence in a
special way of grace, mercy, and love: they are such whose heart is
perfect towards God. What! is it possible any man's heart should be
perfect towards God? It seems, we read of several persons, concerning whom this
testimony is borne. It is said of Solomon, that his heart was not perfect,
as was the heart of his father, David; which plainly implies, that the
heart of David was perfect; and yet that great and good man had many blemishes
in his life: but it seems his heart was sound and perfect. So it is said
of Asa, even to this very Asa to whom our text has an oblique respect, that his
heart was perfect all his days;and yet here is an intimation of some
imperfection in him. Which may be reconciled thus: The bent of his heart was,
in the main, towards God;and his heart was perfect, as to the outward worship
of God;but not as to the inward exercise of grace, particularly faith, in as
much as he relied not upon the Lord as he should have done, but upon the king
of Syria. Hezekiah appeals to God himself, and says, Lord, remember how I
have walked before thee with a perfect heart: and David, in the strength
of divine grace, resolves towalk in his house with a perfect heart; but
how are we to understand this phrase, a perfect heart?


No
man's heart is so perfect in the present state, as to be entirely free from
sin. The apostle Paul, speaks of sin dwelling in him; It is not I, but sin
that dwelleth in me. When I would do good, evil is present with me. I find a
law in my members warring against the law of my mind. O wretched man that I am!
who shall deliver me from the body of this death? This great, this good,
this holy man, who had as perfect a heart, I am persuaded, as ever any man upon
earth had, excepting our Lord Jesus Christ, was not so perfect, as to be free
from indwelling sin. The beloved disciple, the apostle John, that lay in our
Lord's bosom, and enjoyed so much fellowship with him, bears testimony to this,
and says,If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us. And long before this great and good man, Solomon, the wisest of
men, had made this observation, that there is not a just man upon earth,
who doeth good, and sinneth not. In many things we all offend. A man may
he justified from all sin, and in that sense, be free from it;so all that
believe are justified from all things, from which they could not be justified
by the law of Moses. In that sense, a man may be perfectly righteous.
So Noah was, of whom this character is given. He was a just man, and
perfect in his generation. How was he perfect? not by his own
righteousness; no; he was a preacher of righteousness by faith; and
no doubt he was justified by the righteousness he was a preacher of: and that
was the righteousness of our Lord Jesus Christ. In and by this righteousness,
men are made perfectly comely. All their sins are forgiven for Christ's sake;so
that when they are sought for they shall not be found. God sees no
iniquity in them:they are without fault before the throne:but in themselves
they are not perfect. The heart of man is extremely, is desperately wicked; and
therefore every sensible sinner prays as David did, that God would cleanse
him from secret faults, and keep him from presumptuous sins. Though
God sprinkles clean water upon his people, in justifying and
pardoning them;cleansing them from all their filthiness and abomination;yet,
with respect to themselves, who can say they are pure, and free from sinful
thoughts? No man is perfect in this sense.


No
man is perfectly holy. Though the work of holiness and grace is begun in them
by the Spirit of sanctification, it is but begun;it is not perfected. The
God of peace will butwholly those who are in any measure justified;
but as yet they are not perfectly sanctified. Nor are the graces of
the Spirit of God, wrought in their hearts, perfect. Faith is not perfect;there
is something wanting in the faith of the strongest believer. The disciples of
our Lord had reason to pray, Lord increase our faith. Love also is
imperfect in the best of saints. There is room always to pray, that their
love to God, Christ, and one another, may abound yet more and more. Hope
is imperfect; sometimes very low, as it was with the church, when she said, My
hope and my strength are perished from the Lord. Patience likewise is not
perfect, in submission to the will of God, under afflictive dispensations of
providence. Therefore, says the apostle, Let patience have its perfect
work. Knowledge is imperfect. The path of the just, is indeed, as
the shining light, which shines, more and more unto the perfect day; but
the perfect day is not yet come. We know but in part. There is such a
thing as growing in grace, and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ our Lord. Whereas
there would be no room for it, if this were perfect. No man's heart is perfect
in this life. None are free from sin, completely holy; nor are the graces of
the Spirit of God in them, arrived at perfection. But when the heart is said to
be perfect, the meaning, I apprehend is, sincere and upright. When
the ten tribes came to make David king over all Israel, it is said, they
came with a perfect heart; that is, in the uprightness and sincerity of
their souls. They were quite cordial in what they came about. So David and his
people express their great admiration, that they should be enabled, by the
Lord, to offer so willingly, with a perfect heart, for the service of
God. They did what they did heartily, sincerely, and without any grudging. In
this sense we are to understand it here; whose heart is perfect. Such
in whom God has created a right spirit, are styled in Scripture the upright
in heart (Ps. 97:11). Their faith is unfeigned, their hope is without
hypocrisy, and their love without dissimulation.


Their
faith is unfeigned. The end of the commandment is love, out of a pure
heart, and faith unfeigned. Such an unfeigned faith Timothy is said to
have. Now there is a faith, which is feigned;such as that of Simon Magus, who
said he believed, when he was in the gall of bitterness and the bonds of
iniquity. But faith is unfeigned, when a man withthe heart believes unto
righteousness. Hope also is unfeigned, where it is true. There is, indeed, the
hope of the hypocrite; which will be of no avail when God takes away
his soul. But true hope is unfeigned. It is a good hope through
grace. It is founded on the person, blood, and righteousness of our Lord
Jesus Christ. The true grace of love is without dissimulation. It is not in
tongue only, or in word;but in deed, and in truth. Love to Christ is in
sincerity of heart;and love to the brethren, is with a pure heart
fervently,as the apostle says. Now, where these graces are unfeigned, free from
all guile and hypocrisy, the heart may be said to be perfect. The
worship of God also, should be from the heart, and in a spiritual manner. In
some, indeed, it is merely formal and customary: they draw nigh to God
with their mouths, and honour him with their lips, when their hearts are
removed far from him. In others it is otherwise: they draw nigh to God with
their hearts;they call upon him in truth, in the uprightness of their
souls;their worship is performed under the influence of the Spirit of God;and
their hearts con-concerned therein. Now such, in a gospel sense, may be said to
have a perfect heart. But I proceed to consider,


2.
The exertion of divine power on their behalf. The eyes of the Lord run to and
fro in behalf of such persons, to shew himself strong; or (as in the
margin of some of your Bibles), strongly to hold with such; to be on
their side, or take their part to relieve and protect them. The Lord is, in
himself, strong. He is the mighty God:the Almighty. He is wise in heart, and
mighty in strength. If I speak of strength, lo, he is strong. If I
speak of mighty men on earth, or of mighty angels in heaven, they are nothing
in comparison of God. Who is a strong Lord, like unto thee? and to thy
faithfulness round about thee? He hath a mighty arm: strong is his hand, and
high is his right hand, to do things exceeding great and wonderful. He
hath, in a variety of ways, shewn himself to be strong; as in creating all
things out of nothing; in upholding all things by the word of his power; in the
redemption of lost sinners; in delivering their souls out of the hands of
Satan, who is stronger than they: in all these, and in other instances, he has
shewn himself to be strong. But particularly in a way of providence; as it is
concerned for his people. His eyes run to and fro through the whole earth,
to shew himself strong on the behalf of those whose heart is perfect towards
him. He shews himself strong in supplying their wants, whether spiritual
or temporal;for he is able to supply all their need, according to his
riches in glory by Jesus Christ. He is able to do more for them than they
are able to ask or think. He shews himself strong, in supplying them with every
thing needful for time and eternity: in supplying and supporting them under all
their afflictions and temptations. He will not suffer them to be tempted above
what they are able to bear; but will, with the temptation, make a way for their
escape. He who hath encouraged them to cast their burden upon him, hath
promised to sustain them:hath said, that the righteous shall never be
moved: and he is as good as his word. He upholds his people with the right
hand of his righteousness; puts underneath everlasting arms, and shews himself
to be the mighty God, by supporting them under such trials and exercises, which
otherwise, would be intolerable. His eyes run, to and fro throughout the whole
earth, on the behalf of his people, in strengthening them under all their
weaknesses. They are poor weak creatures. Sensible are they of it, and cry unto
him for strength. He hears their cries, strengthens them with strength in their
souls, with might in their inner man;and makes them strong in the Lord, and in
the power of his might: strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. He
strengthens them to perform every duty required of them, and to exercise every
grace wrought in them; to withstand every temptation which besets them, and
every corruption which arises up in their hearts, to bear what he is pleased to
lay upon them; and to do the work appointed for them in their day and
generation.


The
eyes of the Lord run to and fro, to protect and defend them. Sin, Satan, and
the world, are too strong for them. They would never be able to stand their
ground, were it not for the assistance and protection which they have from God,
in a way of special providence and grace. But he not only places his angels as
guards over them, but he likewise appoints salvation to be walls and
bulwarks for them. Yea, he himself is a wall of fire round about
them, and a glory in the midst of them. Thus does he shew
himself strong in their behalf. Happy are the persons that are under his
special care in all these instances.


Let
us now praise and adore the grace of our God, if we have any reason to hope and
believe, that we have been under his special providential care ever since we
have had a being: and especially if he has distinguished us by the blessings of
his grace and goodness. Truly we have abundant reason to bless and praise his
holy name, if he hath dealt with us after this manner. In how many instances
must it have been bad with us, if his eyes had not been over us;if they had not
run to and fro, to shew himself strong on our behalf, in things temporal? And
how sad would have been our condition, if he had not expressed his love to us,
in calling us by his grace? Let what he hath done for us encourage us to put
our trust in him for the future. Let us not rely upon the creature. This was
Asa's sin who, notwithstanding all that God had done for him, distrusted his
providence: relied upon the creature, and not upon his God. O let us take warning,
and not act after this manner;but trust in the living God. Our great concern,
under a sense of all should be, to live to his honour. Let us now attend to the
advice that Solomon gives at the dedication of the temple, Let your hearts
be perfect with the Lord your God; to walk in his statutes, and to keep his
commandments, as at this day.
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