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THE

PREFAUCE

HEN the importance of our Lord’s

proper deity, the ample teftimony it

receives from {cripture, and the many excellent

pieces whieh have appeared in its defence, are

confidered, we may juftly be aftonifthed that

any who call themfelves chriftians fhould op-

pofe it; but, alas! in every age, our own not

excepted, fome would deprive the Redeemer

of his effential glory, and make him alto-
gether fuch an one as themfelves.

This article of faith is of the utmoft mo-
ment. Herein lies the infinite beauty of
Immanuel, on whofe adorable perfon refts the
whole fyftem of the gofpel. < This, faith
‘¢ the great Dr. Owen, is the glory of our
*¢ holy religion and the gofpel, the fole rock on
‘¢ which our church is built, the only fpring of
«¢ preferit grace and future glory,” Meditation
page 48.

a Thus
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Thus it lays at the foundation of our hope ;
but, for the importance of this truth we
may appeal to its adverfaries; they would
not have taken the pains they have done
in attempting to overthrow a doétrine which
they really thought infignificant ; and fince they
are not Jefs diligent, or more decemt, than in
time paft, the prefent and efpeciallysthe rifing
generation ought to be reminded of him,
unto whom they are direéted for falvation.

Seeing then it is of fuch confequence to
know who, or what manner of perfon the
Redeemer is; may we not juftly lament the
inattention of the generality to- this capital
point? In all appearance, {carce any thing is
lefs underftood or regarded by the multitude;
nor is it any caufe of wonder, that they who
are unfettled in their ideas about the perfon
of Chrift, fhould be fuperficial, inconftant,
and carried about with every wind, for he is
the centre, and unlefs men are ¢ rooted and
<¢ built up in bim, they cannot be eftablithed in
< the faith.” It is therefore a mafter-piece of
craft in the enemy," to pafs over this great
article, which is effential to the do¢trine of the

Trinity,
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Trinity, that firft and grand principle of re-
vealed truth and the gofpel. The old Serpent
well knows the infufficiency of every other
doétrine that can be preached, if this lies
neglefted ; namely, < that Jefus is the Son
of God, of the fame divine nature with the
Father and the Holy Ghoft.” I therefore
apprehend, that not to contend for this fublime
truth, or not to be explicit and earneft in
prefling it, under a notion of its being a mat-
ter of controverfy, or becaufe fome have been
too critical and prying into this adorable
myftery, or that others, it may be, provoked
by the infolence of the daring oppofer, have
been rather too warm, is neither reafonable
nor fafe, Far be it that on this, or any other
occafion, unhallowed fire fhould kindle in
our breafts to the prejudice of vital religion!
But I hope that there may be zeal for God
our Saviour according to knowledge, and
that the reader will own, that in my attempt
to illuftrate his eternal exiftence, I have not
loft fight of the experience and practice of
the faints, and indeed thefe are fo far from
being inconfiftant, that true godlinefs is ever
accompanied with a good underftanding in
him who is the fountain of life.

I rank
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I rank not with thofe able advocates for
the truth, whofe works will honor their names,
and extend their ufefulnefs to future genera-
tions, yet hope that my endeavour will not be
impertinent or ufelefs, or give offence to any
that truly fear God. The do&rine I
plead for, and my fenfe of the text are con-
firmed by the generality of orthodox writers,
but I know of noene who have enlarged
on this fingular proof of our Saviour’s eter-
nity, and if my thoughts on the paffage, which
are publifhed not without earneft requeft,
fhould prove of any ufe, it will lay me under
a frefh obligation to admire and praife the
God of all grace, who at his pleafure, employs
the weakeft inftrument for his own glory, and
the edification of his people: To his blefling
I commend the enfuing difcourfe, and without
difguife, {ubfcribe myfelf the cordial friend of
all who are concerned for the honor of Jefus
and the fpread of his gofpel,

Dorter's-Buildings, Soutbavark,
May 10, 1766,

BENJAMIN WALLIN.
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Joun viii. 38.

Sefus faid unto them : Verily, verily, I fay
unto you, Before Abraham was, 1 AM.

H A T think ye of Chrift? Whofe
fon is he? are queftions of no lefs
importance to us than they were to
the Jews. Juft notions of the perfon of our
Saviour are needful to a good underftanding in
his gofpel : and, my brethren, thereis at leaft
one feafon haftening upon us, when our con-
folation and courage will very much depend

on knewing whom we have trufted.
A The
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The profefled defign of this affociation is,
that by communion in prayer, and in the
word of falvation, we may build up one
another on our holy faith, and promote the
life and power of godlinefs. I heartily with
that this noble defign was more univerfally
regarded by thofe of our feveral churches, who,
in all appearance, might greatlyencourage thefe
aflembilies, and that our meetings were crowned
with a vifible and glorious fuccefs.

As one means of promoting our union in the
truth, and therebyour peace and mutual affec-
tion, Ihave chofe to fill up my part in the pre-
fent fervice, in reminding you of the perfon of
our blefled Redeemer; and may the Spirit of the
Lord enable us to behold his glory, that our
hearts may be filled with reverence and joy !

The ignorance and prejudice of the Fews are
manifeft in their altercation with our Lord in
that difcourfe which.clofes with the text; a
concife view of which is in a manner neceffary
to a compleat idea of the truth it contains;
unto which I therefore invite your attentioen.

This difcourfe was occafioned by our Savi-
our’s exhorting thofe who believedto abidein his
word, and prove themfelves hisreal difciples: in
fodoing;, he affuresthem, that they thouldknow

the truth, and obtain that freedom he came to
beftow,
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beftow, which was no other than a freedom
from fin, and to the fruition of life everlafting.
On the mention of freedom, the unbe-
lieving Fews, who boafted in the flefh, were
highly offended, and return with difdain,
verfe 33. He be Abraham’s feed, and were
never in bondage to any man; bow fayeft thon,
Ze fball be made free ?>— Nothing could be more
falfe than what they affert; their fathers had
been often in the hands of their enemies, and
they themfelves were now in fubjetion to the
Romans, though indulged with many choice
liberties. But pafling this by, Jefus proceeds
to the nature of that freedom he intended, and
to point out their bondage to corruption ; from
which he intimates none but himfelf, the Sonof
the Father, could deliver them. Indeed he owns
that they were Abrabam’s feed ; but at the fame
time obferves, that they did not his works,
and that being ftrangers to the faith of Abra-
bam, and his love to God, although they
defcended from his loins, they had no good
pretence to the charatter of his fpiritual
feed, but rather by their finful condu&,
appeared to be the children of Satan. In
anfwer to this they-reply, verfe 41. 7% be not
born of formication ; we bave one father, cven
God. And it muft be owned, that fince thejr
A 2 captivity
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captivity in Babylon, idolatry was not the
reigning fin of the Fews, yet the love of God
was not in them, JFobz v. 42. as appeared
by their condu&t, and particularly their ha-
tred of his Son, for it is a criterion of the
children of God, that they love Jefus Chrift,
the only-begotten of the Father, 1 Fobn v. 1.
And accordingly our Saviour proceeds, ver.
42. If God were your Father, ye would love
me, for I proceeded forth, and came from
God. This might have awakened them, but
alas! they were hardened in a vain conceit of
themfelves, and therefore, as a further means
of conviction, and to leave them without ex-
cufe, our Lord plainly tells them, 2% are of
your fatber the devil. He then fharply re-
proves their perverfe unbelief, and ftill in-
fifting on his own divine charaéter, declares,
ver. 5x. If any man keep my [aying be [ball
never fec death.

The Fews had before reviled Chrift
with the hateful name of a Samaritan,
and one poflfefled with a devil, and taking
him here in a carnal fenfe, they break out in a
kind of infolent triumph, faying, Now we
know that thou boft a devil. Abraham is acad,
and the prophets; and thou fayeft, If a inan keep
my faying be fball never tafte of death. Art thox

greater
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greater than our father Abraham wbich is dead?
And the prophets are dead : Whom makeft thon
thyfelf 2 Neverthelefs, Jefus abides by the
teftimony he had given, and afferts, that this
honour he had from his Father, whom they
ftiled their God, but of whom they were
ignorant: And with refpe& to Adbraham,
faith he, Your father Abraham rejoiced to fee
my day : and be f[aw it, and was glad ; q. d.
Abrabam, in whom you boaft, and whofe
children you would be thought, would not
have treated me in the manner you do. . Abra-~
bam was tranfported with a defire of feeing my
day, and obtaining his wifh in a certain,
though diftant profpect of the fame, by the
Spirit of God, he rejoiced in the view.

TheJews being yet without underftanding,
and apprehending that they had furely now
caught him, {cornfully return, Thou art not yet
Sifty years old, and baft thoy feen Abraham ? q. d.
thou art but of yefterday, and as it were in
thy nonage ; thou art {carcely attained to years
of difcretion, and doft thou pretend to have
feen Abrabam, who hath been hundreds of
years in the grave ? what a ftrange and con-
fident faying is this! Thou haft plainly a de-
vil, and art not to be regarded, but deferve
to be treated as an impoftor.

This
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This mannerofreafoning, in objectionto what
our Lord had declared, feemed plaufible on their
carnal principles, though in fa¢t they mifrepre-
fent his affertion ; he faid not that be bad feen
Abraham, but that Zbrabam bad feen bis day :
but Jefus, to end the difpute, gives a full
and final confirmation of his divine charaéter
in the text. To fhew, that on their own fuppo-
fition he had fpoken the truth, and that his ac-
quaintance with 4brabam did not depend on his
exiftence in the fleth, he pronounces thefe
words, Verily, werily, I fay unto you, before
Abrahamwas, 1 A4 M.

By this grand and fingular declaration,
Chrift explains the myftery of his difcourfe :
It confirms every thing that he had faid
of himfelf as the Son of the Father,
whom he fent into the world, and the
fountain of life everlafting ; but on a princi-
ple which thefe men, and thofe who lean to their
own underftanding, cannot receive.

By the conduét of the Fews, it appears
that they underftood the meaning of our Lord,
and perceived his intention, but being
poffefitd with infuperable prejudice againft
him and the truth, they could not embrace
it; they did not believe that he was what he

declared himfelf tobe ; -and werethrereforefilled
with
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with indignation and wrath, infomuch that, as
in the cafe of Stzephben,with one accord, they took
up ftones to caft at him, and would have cer-
tainly ftoned him to death; but we are told,
that Fefus hid bimfelf, and went out of the temple,
going through the midft of them, and [o pajfed by.

That he hid himfelf behind one of the pillars,
or that he was concealed in a croud of his
friends, are conjettures, in my' opinion,
mean and improbable, they are inconfiftent
with his going through the midft of the peo-
ple; and the account plainly fuggefts, that he
withdrew himfelf in a fupernatural way, pro-
per to a divine perfon only, whofe nature is
invifible: As one juftly obferves, < He
¢¢ as it were wrapped up his humanity in his
¢ deity.” Andhad not thefe men been ama-
zingly hardened, the miraculous manner in
which they fuddenly loft him, or rather in
which he efcaped from their hands, would
have convinced them that he muft be indeed
an extraordinary perfon, if not, that truly this
man was the Son of God.

Thus ftund introduced the words before us ;
and it appears that our Saviour’s defign in the
paflage, is to prove himfelf the Son of God,
whom the Father fent into the world, that we
might live through bim, 1 Johniv.g. Oras

i
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it is expreflfed in chap. v. 2o, that he was
tbe true God, and eternal life. So then, in gene-
ral, by this peculiar and ftriking teftimony
of Jefus, concerning himfelf, he unvails his
glory, and lays open the foundation of his
people’s adoration and confidence to theend of
the world. A paffage which the enemies of
the gofpel have found hard to glofs over and
foften, that they might mould it to their car-
nal conception of things, and the low conceits
they entertain of the perfor and work of the
Meffiah.

Having cleared the way, and given a
general view of this interefting portion
of {cripture, to our further improvement
I {hall,

I. More particularly examine the text, and
endeavour to make it appear, that our Lord
affumes to himfelf, nothing lefs than a nature
truly, and properly divine.

II. Advance fome notes on the fubjett.
And then,

1II. Attempt to ftir up your hearts by way
of reflection.

1. Thefubftanceofthe text liesin thefe words,
Before Abrabam was, I AM. This report is in-

troduced in a very earneft and folemn manner,
to
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to excite a regard and credit of the truth.
Here are manifeftly two perfons exhibited,
namely, Abrabam and Chrift ; thefe are fet in
competition in point of antiquity, or paft
duration, and the latter is exprefly declared
to have the preference, or to be before the
former was. Qur bufinefs is to confider the
fenfe of the paffage, and to confirm the defign
of our Lord in pronouncing it; that being
fully perfuaded of the truth, our hearts may
be eftablithed in the faith of Jefus, and we
may abound in hope of eternal life. The
words may be fairly tranfpofed, and the quef-
tion put thus, how are we to underftand our
Saviour when he faith, I A4 A before Abra-
ham was?

Some apply it to the decree of the Father,
and give this fenfe, namely, That Chrift
was fet up and appointed before Abrabam was
born in the world; and that this was in kind-
nefs revealed to that eminent patriarch. This
no doubt is true, and amounts to what is af-
ferted in ver. 56. Thus the learned Grotious
and Dr. Hammond ; though not to the exclu-
fion of an higher fenfe ; but, with fubmiflion,
to be in the divine decree, in point of ex-
iftence or office, antecedent to Zbrabam’s birth,
was not peculiar to Chrift; the cternal decree

B of
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of the Almighty hath every perfon and event
for its obje€t: He worketh all things after the
counfel of bis own will. Eph. 1, 11. It would have
been no high thing, or any caufe of offence
to the ¥ews, for our Lord to have afferted his
priority to Abrabam in this refpect. Befides,
the queftion is not who was firft ordained, but
who firft acZually exifted.

But our principal concern is againft the
popular fenfe of thofe who ftumble at the
deity of our Lord, and who efteem him no
more than a man, and whofe notions of his
office and work are mean in proportion.
Thefe gentlemen have recourfe to a ftrained
and trifling fenfe; a fenfe inconfiftent with
the fcope of the place, and entirely ground-
lefs. They obferve that the original * expref~
fion rendered awas in the text, fignifies not
barely #0 %e, but o 2e made. It is therefore,
fay they, not to be underftood that Abrabam
merely was, but that he was made; that is,
they fay, made the father of many nations;
as God had promifed he fhould be. So
then they turn the words thus: 7 4 M, 1. e.
I am the Mefliah before Abrabam is made
the father of many nations; and thus the
Saviour is reprefented as intending by this

folemn

* yenidasy & 9ivopas, to be born, made, or to exift.
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folemn declaration no more than that he was
manifefted the Chrift before 4érabam, through
the call of the Gentiles, became an heir of
the world, and the father of all nations, ac-
cording to prophecy.

In anfwer to this glofs on the text many
things have been juftly replied, and more
might be added if needful. In general it is
weak, impertinent, illufive, and in a word,
very unworthy the dignity of our Lord Jefus
Chrit  For,

1. The Gentiles were not to be called till
the Mefliah appeared: Then, and not till
then, was the gofpel to be preached in all
the world, and to every creature; even when
Jefus, having finithed his work on the crofs,
was exalted with power.

2. To be before Abrabam in this fenfe was
common to every perfon who lived on the
earth antecedent to this great event; and con-
fequently was no lefs applicable to the Fezws
than to our Saviour himfelf, And,

3. Not a word is faid about Abrabam be-
ing the father of many nations, nor any
allufion thereto throughout our Lord’s dif-
courfe; fo that they who urge this opinion,

unnaturally and boldly intrude a fubjet
B2 the
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the context has nothing to do with, in
grder to evade the fenfe of the text. Again,

4. It hath been juftly obferved that this is
to introduce a myftical fenfe of Abrabam,
whereas nothing can be plainer than that
Abrabam is here fpoken of in a proper or
literal one. Thefe gentlemen are not fo
averfe to myftery, or myftical doérine, but
that they can have recourfe thereto when it
anfwers their purpofe. Befides, as hinted,
as the term rendered was fignifies to be born,
fo from the feries of the difcourfe it is evident
that the oppofition lies between the birth of
Abrabam and the exiffence of Chrift. Our
Lord manifeftly intends nothing lefs than
to fhew that he pre-exifted Abrabam’s day.
And further,

5. This fenfe renders our Saviour’s reply
to the Fews foreign and fophiftical. The
queltion is, ¢ How Jefus, who was not yet
¢ fifty years old, could have feen Abrabam,
¢ who had been in the tate of the dead many
¢ hundred years.” And the defign of Chrift
is to fhew that this is eafily accounted for,
feeing he cxifted the Son of God in the
time antecedent to that in which Abrabam
lived, even from the beginning, and

accord-
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accordingly Novation*, a famous elder of
Rome, in his piece on the Trinity, which is
highly commended, thus argues on the place,
faith he, ¢ Either Chrift lied, and put a cheat
¢ on the Fewss if being from Abrabam he
¢ was not before him; or he was before
“ him, being the God of Abrabam.” But
furely,

6. Our Lord was in very good earneft,
fince he folemnly introduces the affumption,
contained in thefe words, with a double
affeveration : ¢ Verily, werily 1 fay unto you.
And finally,

7. It is clear from the conduct of the Fews
that they had no fufpicion that our Lord was
not ferious in what he declared. Had they
taken him in a fophiftical way, they might
very juftly, and they certainly would not
have failed to have upbraided him as a de-
ceiver; which would have anfwered their
defire of proving him an impofter; but for
which they would not have attempted to ftone

him : this they never did but under a notion
of blafphemy.

Thus

® Novation lived about the middle of the third century,

whofe writings were much regarded, and efpecially his

book De Trinitata, from whence the above paffage is

taken.—See Dr. Gill’s Caufe of Ged ard Truzs, vol. 1V,
and Dr. I7'}isdy’s paraphrafe on the text, &c.
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Thus it appears there is not the leaft thadow
of a reafon for the fenfe thefe men would im-
pofe on the text, and the attempt only fhews
the fhifts unbelievers are put to, and the ma-
nife prejudices they are under; and likewife
that their hatred of the truth frequently
prompts them to a violation of reafon, com-
mon fenfe, and modefty ; and while they de-
claim the myftery of godlinefs, they can run
into all manner of abfurdity in their oppofition
to the gofpel, and are even fometimes guilty
of prefumption and falfthood.

Thefe gloffes refuted, we now proceed to
a more direct and careful infpection into the
words of the text ; which I pray may be at-
tended with candour, and may it yield us
fatisfattion and joy! Before Abrabam was I
AM. Whatis the meaning of thefe words,
and what doth our Lord hereby aflume to
himfelf? Weare to keep in remembrance
that our text is plainly in anfwer to this quef~
tion of the Fews; namely, how Chrift, being
himfelf not fifty years old, could have feen
Abrabam? and that the defign of our Lord in
general, is to thew that this was no juft ob-
jection to his acquaintance with Abraham :

¢« Before Abrabam was, made, begotten, ex-
< ifted,



Lorp JeEsus Curism. 135

<¢ ifted, or born, take which word you will,
«« IAM, q.d. True, Iam comparatively
<< young, my birth is well known, I am not
yet fifty, no, nor yet much more than thir-
¢ ty years old, and 4brabam your father is
¢ dead, and hath laid in the grave many hun-
¢ dred years; fo that I confefs his day was
<¢ far diftant from mine, neverthelefs, behold
<« T am &efore him : my exiftence is not to be
dated from my incarnation, or meafured by
¢¢ the time I have lived in the fleth; I exifted
¢ previous to my coming into the world ; Ze-

¢ fore Abrabam was I AM>
The change of thephrafeis very remarkable;
our Lord faith not, 7 was, but 1 AM. Fobi
the Baprift bears teftimony to Chrift’s pre-
exiftence, and alfo to his being the Son of God,
in thefe words, He was before me. Fobn i. 30,
36, compared ; and the fame term would have
fuficiently exprefled.our Saviour’s pre-exiftence
to Abrabam, and fully anfwed the objeétion of
the Fews, which vanifhes away on the credit
of this truth, that Chrift was before Abrabam ;
yet, as hath been juftly obferved, our L.ord’s
reply would have then been defective ; it would
ftill have remained a queftion bow he was before
Abrabamn? a quettion the Fews might naturally
afk:

<<

cc
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afk: It was therefore the wifdom of Chrift to ufe
a phrafe which in cludes both ; a phrafe which
left no room for any further queries refpecting
the point in debate, and at the fame time gives
him the glory of the only begotten of the Fa-
ther, which was the grand thing to be proved
in the whole of his difcourfe. In a word, this
teftimony of our Lord carries in it more than
barely that he was before Abrabam ; this might
be faid of Adam, or Noab, and others.
Chrift evidently intends that he exifted the
whole time antecedent to Abrabam’s day, even
from the beginning ; which amounts to an af-
fertion that his exiftence was eternal *, and
anfwers to the divine character he affumes in
his gofpel.

Let us carefully attend to the expreffions of
our Lord, and what they import, as they are
circumftanced in the text. He faith, 7 4 M.
A fhort, but profound and copious fentence.
Not I am the Chrift; Iam he thatis of God,
and from above; or I am the Son of God, or
I am the King of Ifrael; thefe additions, as it

were,

* Dr. Hammond himfelf gives this as the primary fenfe of
of the paffage: His paraphrafe on the words is as fol-
lows, ¢ I have a Being from all eternity, and fo before
<< dbrabam was born, and therefore as young as you
<« take me to be in refpeét of my age, I may well have
¢ feen and known .férabarm.
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were, cover the words, and conceal the truth
they contain from the eyes of the unwary.
‘We are to note that Chrift is not fpeaking of his
office charafler, but of his nature and exiftence.
Now in defcribing of this he declares precifely
and emphatically 7 4 M: neither lefs nor
more than 7 4 M. The period is complete,
and fully exprefles the meaning of our Sa-
viour ; nor can any addition be juftified. They
are words which pafs underftanding, and which
no creature on earth, or in heaven can with de-
cency appropriate to himfelf; words that are
without idea, or quite unintelligible in any
other view than that in which Jehovah ap-
plies them, namely, to exprefs his eternal and
unchangeable nature. ¢ A man, faith a
¢ celebrated writer ¥, cannot in his mind
¢ carry the prefent time back to make it an-
¢ tecedent to the time already paft.” But
this our Lord doth in the text; he is plainly
fpeaking of his exiftence antecedent to .Zbra-
bam’s day, which was more than two thoufand
years paft; yea, and of that pre-exiftence
without limitation, which carries us back to
eternity, and can be refolved into the divine
nature alone; in reference to which there is,

C properly

¥ Bp. Sherkck’s Difcourfes. Vol. IV. Page 14.
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properly fpeaking, neither paft nor to come;
but, as fome have expreflfed it, an efernal
now.

This {ublime and comprehenfive phrafe
was familiar to the Fews, fince the time of
Aofes, by whom we know God revealed him-
felf under this name, when he vifited his peo-
ple in Zgypi : And God faid unto Mofes, 1 AM
that 1 AM. T bus fhalt thou [ay unto the chil-
dren of lracl, 1 AM bath fent me unto you.
Exod. . 14, I AMthat I A4 M, faith
<¢ the pious and learned Mr. Ainfworth, pro-
< perly fignifies, Jwill be that I will be; and
¢ implics God’s eternal and unchangeable
¢« Being in himfelf *. >  Eternity and immu-
tability {eem primary ideas in the phrafe, and
thefe are infeparably connefted with his al-
fufficiency and faithfulnefs.

T'his divine fentence is exceedingly grand;
and we are told that the heathens were vain
enough to infcribe fomething like this on feve-
ral of their temples, whofe idols were nothing,
but our Redeemer is the true and living God,

the

* Sec Ainfaorth on the place. PN TIZN MHIN
The future tenfe, which includes the paft and the pre-
fent, according to the idiom of the Hebreav language,
fome render it, < I am the fame that ever I was or ever
“ will be.” See Pool’s Annotations.
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the Creator of all things: The) fame yefierday,
20 day, and for ever. Heb. xiii. 8. Of whom
it is declared, Rev. xvi. 5. O Lord, which
art, and waft, and fhalt be. In which, and
in other places, this glorious name of the im-
mutable God is evidently applied to the Lord
Jefus Chrift.  There is therefore the highelt
reafon to conclude that in this declaration
our Saviour affumes to himfclf no other, or lefs
than effential and proper divinity.

An ingenuous writer hath fome very judi-
cious and, ftriking remarks on the fore-
mentioned paffage in Exodus, which I take
leave to mention : ¢¢ Our great Creator, fuith
¢ he, by this revelation of himfelf, does in a
< manner exclude every thing elfe from a real
< exiftence, and diftinguithes himfelf from
¢ his creatures as the only Being which truly
¢« and properly exifts: every creature indeed
<¢ hath a real exiftence in its kind, but chat
¢ exiftence, which is made up of paft, pre-
« fent, and to come, or of fucceflive dura-
¢¢ tion, is but the thadow of exiftence com-
« pared with the eternal God, who exifts
¢« in and of himfelf, and by the name 7 4 M/
¢¢ affumes to himfelf a real, neceflary, volun-
¢ tary, and unchangeable exiftence, and

Ca2 ¢ thereby
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¢¢ thereby exhibits to the faith of his people
¢ the immutability of his counfel, and his
¢¢ faithfulnefs to his word.” This may ferve
as a further illuftration of the genuine im-
port of this glorious name of the eternal God,
which our Lord adopts to himfelf in the
text.

Eternity, or infinite and immutable du-
ration, no creature can fully comgprehend.
Our finite and impaired capacities are foon
loft in the contemplation of eternal exiftence,
nor can we form an adequate idea thereof; a
pretence to the knowledge of this manner of
exiftence is vain and abfurd; but there is
nothing more certain or obvious to the eye of
reafon than this, that as no creature could
poflibly make itfelf, a Being mult have eter-
nally exifted, whofe perfections are difplayed
in the works of creation. On this firft na-
tural and wunfhaken principle the Apoftle
argues that the heathen world ftood con-
demned, and were quite inexcufable in their
idolatry : For the invifible things of bim from
the creation of the world are clearly feen, being
underftood by the things that are made, even bis
eternal power and Godbeads [o that they are

without excufe. Rom. i. 20.
Now
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Now this eternity of the omnipotent and
immutable Jehovah is abundantly revealed in
his word, to encourage the hope of the faith-
ful, Deur. xxxiii. 27. faith Mofes to Ifrael,
The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath
are bis everlafting arms. Again, 1 Sam. xXv.
29. The Strength, or Eternity of Irael, will
not lie. And again, Ifa. lvii. 15. he ftiles
himfelf The bigh and lofty One that inbabiteth
eternity. 1. e. that dwelleth in himfelf, whofe
nature and exiftence is eternal. Thefe, and
many other fcriptures, fhew that they who
truft in God are called to converfe by faith
with his eternal exiftence and immutable
naturs, as a ground of their confidence.

‘We have feen that God made choice of thefe
words I A4M to exprefs his own cternity, and
that in our text they can fignify nothing if
they do not convey an idea of eternal exif-
tence 3 it is therefore unreafonable not to
allow them the fame fenfe when applied to our
Saviour, unlefs a reafon could be affigned why
they thould be applied unto him without any
meaning at all. 'When our Lord faith, Zefore
Abrabam was I AM, doth it not favour of
prejudice to hefitate afcribing to him the fame
divine perfections afflumed by God in the

time
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time of Mofes by the identical expreffions?
And what can excufe the boldnefs of Chrift in
applying thefe words to himfelf on the occafion
he did, but a participation of thatdivine nature
this name of the Lord comprehends ? They
had never been ufed but by the immiutable God,
and to make himfelf known to the chil-
dren of Jfrael; and if Jefus was only a man,
what could tempt him to appropriate this
peculiar and myfterious name of ¥ebovab, un-
der which he revealed his glorious effence to
his people, and thereby juitly expofe himfelf
to the charge of a moft daring impiety ?
Surely no one that hath any notion of the ho-
linefs or wifdom of our Saviour, can’admit
that if he was a mere creature he would have
bordered fo nearly on blafphemy; or rather
fo notorioufly blafphemed !

But as the fcripture declares in fo many
words that the Son of God, who came from
the Father, Is the true God ; they accordingly
aferibe unto our divine Jmmanuel all that is
comprehended in thefe words / 4AZ.  Sobn i
x. In the beginning was the Word. i. e. From
eternity, before any thing was made or creat-
ed; agreeable to Ger. i. 1. In the beginning
God created the beavens and the earth. In like

manner
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manner of Jefus, by whom all things were
created, it is faid, Col. i. 17. Heis before all
things. i.e. exifted from eternity, as he muft
indeed if all things were made by him.

But of the eternity and immutability of our
Saviour, to the paffages already occafionally
touched on, many others might be joined to
confirmit. In 1 Tim. i. 1%. he is ftiled The
King eternal. Andin Rev. i. 8. he faith, Iam
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending,
which is, and which was, and <which is to come,
the Aimighty*. 1If any think that place refers
to the Father, what lefs doth he himfelf
afcribe to his Son, Heé. i. 12, Thon art the
Jame. In the Pfalm referred to, it literally
runs, Zhou art ke, i. e. unchangeably the
fame, or of eternal duration; and from this
immutability of nature his people are per-
fuaded of his inviolable faithfulnefs, as it is

written,
* Some apprehend thefe words are fpoken ofthe Father, but
the like defcription is given of him in a preceeding verfe.

And Jefus is the laft perfon {fpoken of in the context : the

words are therefore with reafon taken as an afcription

of the fame divine effence to Chrift, as was before af-
cribed to the Father ; and furely this may be done with
fobriety and truth, fince he is exprefly declared to be

the brightnefs of the Father's glary, and the expref image
of bis perfon, Heb. i, 3.
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written, 2 Tim. il. 13. If we believe not, yet
be abideth faithful 5 be cannot deny himfelf.

So then the oracles of truth will abundant-
ly juftify our interpretation of the words in
their full, proper, and peculiar fenfe, in which
they are manifeftly appropriated in the oud
Teftament; and in which fenfe they well
fupport the charaéter of our blefled Redeemer
as the eternal and unchangeable God. And
indeed it is not only evident that he is pofiefied
of the fame glorious nature affumed by the
Lord in this divine name revealed unto Ayfes,
but it appears that he was the felf-fame divine
Perfon who dwelt in the buth, and fent his
{ervant unto Pharoak. In ver. 2, heis ftiled
the angel of the Lord, but he is likewife ex-
prefly called God, whom {Mofes turned afide
to fee. And in ver. 6, he faith, 7 am the God
of Abrabam, the God of Ifnac, and the God of
Facob, and Mofes hbid bis face, for be was
afraid to look upon Ged. Now the Redeemer
alone fuftains this charatter of the angel, as
in Gen. xlviii. 16. Even the meflenger of the
covenant, whom the Fews expected. AMal. iii. 1.
This divine uncreated Angel is no other than

the Loord Jefus Chrift, who faid unto Mofes,
This
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Thus fbalt thow fzy unto the children of Ifrael,
I AM bath fent wme unto you. Exod.
il 14.

Upon the whole, what but ignorance,
through an inexcufable neglet of the ferip-
tures, or a manifeft prejudice againft the
deity of Chrift, will incline any perfon to
confider the text inany lower or other fenfe,
than the fame words are taken in the paffage
of Mufes, or weuld prevent his feeing that
Jefus claims the eternity and permanent dura~
tion which belongs to the divine nature, and
to him as the only begotten of the Father?
And furely here is more than a bare, yea
than a ffromgy intimation of the deity of
Chrift. I think that the words come not
behind any in the whole book of God, which
teftifieth of the true and proper divinity of
the Lord Jefus Chrift; and I hope it {uffici-
ently appears, from what hath been faid,
that in this declaration he affumes nothmg
lefs than a divine nature and character.

Having minutely confidered the fenfe and
defign of the text, I proceed,

D 11. To
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1I. To advance fome notes on the fubject :
And,

Note I. ' We may remark that Chrift Jefus
exifted before his incarnation. Our Lord had a
Being antecedent to his conception in the
womb of the virgin, or his coming into this
world. This is the firft and a neceffary idea of
the paffage: In whatever fenfe Chrift was
before Abrabam, who had been ages paft
dead, in that fenfe he pre-exifted his own life
in the fleth, which was fhort of fifty years
ftanding. This is mentioned for order fake,
and is too obvious to need any proof. I there-
fore pafs on to

Note II. The nature in which our Saviour
pre-exifted, his affumption of the fleth:
This is a point of no {mall importance, and
it appears from the text that he pre-exifted in
that nature which is truly and properly
divine.

‘Was Chrift before Aérabam? how? Hear
his own words, Before Abraham was 1 .4 M.
q. d. < Before Abrabam was born I exifted
¢ in deity ; in my own ineffable manner of
¢ exiftence, which I have in myfelf from
<¢ everlafting; in the fame nature common

¢ to me and my Father, of whom ye fay he
€€ {g
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« is your God.” If thefe words I A M
exprefs our Lord’s eternal and divine na-
ture, which I hope hath been proved, it is
then plain that he fpeaks of that, and of that
only, as the nature in which he pre-exifted.
Hence it might have been expected that no
other idea of Chrift’s pre-exiftence would
have taken place in the minds of them who
are convinced of his proper deity, and who
difcern the evidence that arifeth from the text
to that great article of faith ; yet fome have
been fond of promoting an opinion that the
human foul of our Redeemer pre-exifted his
taking fleth of the virgin; yea, and have
imagined that it was the firft of all created be-
ings: and many things have been broached
on that head, which will not bear the
ftandard of truth.

It would be unprofitable to oppofe the harm-
lefs opinions of any, but this notion, at leaft in
the light in which fome men would place it,
appears to me of a very ill tendency; and
being naturally led to the fubje&, I cannot
but drop a few hints about it, which I hope
will not be unfeafonable.

That the foul of Chrift was the firft of all
creatures is chiefly pretended from Co/. i. 15.
D2 Yhera
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where the Son of God is faid to be the* firf
born of every creature. But that expreffion,
however plaufible it may feem, on duly at-
tending the context, will fail of fupporting
_ this unferiptural opinion. The term may fignify
- that Chrift is the firft parent, beginning, or
author of every creature; as fome learned
men have obferved ; or as others fuggeft, it
may exprefs his right of inheritance in every
creature, which no doubt refults from his
being the Creator of all things. I take not
upon me to judge of the critical fenfe of the
word, but it is obvious that thefe fenfes con-
fift well together, and that both agree with
the fcope of the place; and whatever may be
the fenfe of that expreflion, it certainly enters
into the divine chara¢ter of our Lord; it
ftands in clofe conneéion with his being ftiled
2he Image of tbe invifible God, and the Creator
of all things in beaven and in earth ; and with
his being declared efore all thingss yea, and
him &y whom all things confif}, verfes 16 and 17.
And will any affert that either of thefe can
be juftly afcribed to the human nature of
Chrift ? Neither do they belong to his medi-
atorial character, the glories of which are
diftinétly

* wewriToxos.
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diftinctly laid out in the verfes immediately
following,

I fee no part of the gofpel illuftrated on a
fuppofition that Chrift’s human foul pre-
exifted his appearance on earth: on the con-
trary, it tends to confound our ideas of
his perfon, and to reprefent his taking of
flefh as no more than his human fpirit affum-
ing 3 natural body; whereas his body and
fleth are fynonomous phrafes, and always im-
ply that perfe€t human nature he aflfumed
when he appeared in the end of the world,
of which the foul is an effential, and principal
branch. If the human foul of Chrift pre-
exifted, fo did all human fouls, for he was,
in his human nature, in all things made like
unto his brethren ; but we have no fuch ac-
count of the creation in the teftimony of
God.

Some heathen philofophers indeed have at-
tempted to account for the origin of moral evil,
by fuppofing that + God created the fouls of all
men at firft, and that each foul finned in its
pre-exiftent ftate, and hence was condemned
to the forrows of this mortal body. But
chriftians have no need of this fancy to help
their underftanding in the introduction of

ﬁn;

4+ Dr. Ridgley’s Body of Divinity, Vol. f. Page 339-
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fin; they are perfuaded that guilt and cor-
ruption are derived from the firft man Adam,
their federal head, in whom we all finned.
Rom. v. 12,

But it muft be acknowledged that fome
worthy perfons, who were convinced of ori-
ginal fin, as laid down in the fcripture, have
yet pleaded for this fentiment. Thefe gen-
tlemen feem to apprehend that it ferves to
illuftrate fome pafiages in the Old Tefta-
ment; which, fay they, are otherwife ob-
fture; and particularly thofe that mention
the appearance of the Meffiah in the form of
A man, as in the days of 4brabam; but, with
fubmiffion ; is it needful to exift in any
effential branch of humanity, in order to
fuch an appearance ? Harth not angels, when
commiffioned from heaven, frequently af-
fumed human fhape? But bhath angels ever
partook of humanity ?

Among other reafons againft this imagina-
tion, it is nene of the leaft, and what necef~
farily brought me into view of the fub-
Je€k, namely, that all pretence thereto
ieems entirely cut off by this reply of our
Saviour to the Fews, who objefted his non-

age to his having feen Abrabam. Had the
human
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Human foul of our Saviour pre-exifted the
days of his fleth, here was a fair opportunity
of introducing it in anfwer to their cavils
it was the fitteft argument he could have
ufed; nor is it reafonable to fuppofe that he
would have had recourfe to his eternity, as
a divine perfon, if in any other nature he had
exifted before Abrabam’s day, for this his
exiftence had been fufficient to fhew that he
was indeed before Abrabamn, and alfo in what
manner he pre-exifted that eminent fervant
of God, whereas our Lord gives no
countenance to this opinion, but refolves his
pre-exiftence entirely into his divine effence,
or his being the great /7 4A4. i. e, the ever-
lafting and immutable Febovah.

Befides, to fuppofe that Chrift was before
Abrabam otherwife than in his own eternal
exiftence in the deity, is to take off from the
pertinency and force of his reply, and to re-
duce it below the manifeft defign of his dif-
courfe, which was to prove his equality with
the Father, as the Fews plainly underftood
him; which they who propagate this notion
do well to confider.

It was in the divine nature that the Son of
God exified from everlafting, when he was

called
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called to and invefted with the important and
high office of Mediator. It was the W#ord,
diftinét from any idea of humanity, that was
in the beginning with God. Yobni. x. Nor
doth the fcripture any where intimate the
exiftence of the Mediator otherwife than as a
divine Perfon, till his manifeftation in the
fleth. And feeing he had a perfonal exiftence
in the deity, any other kind of exiftence was
needlefs unto his entering into the counfel
of peace, and to his furetyfhip engagements
in the covenant of redemption; yea, and if
his human foul had then exifted, it would
have been utterly incapable of thefe tranf-
altions with Febovab, as it is unworthy of
God to imagine he took counfel with
any creature in fettling the plan of fal-
vation.

Once more let it be noted, that if Chrift’s
human foul exifted previous to his appear-
ance on earth, it muft be in heaven; and
in what condition €an it there be fuppofed to
exift? Not in a fuffering one; that is incom-
patible with the peace and fulnefs of joy
which the fcripture declare to be in the pre-
fence of God. To affert that Chrit was

glorified in his human nature antecedent to
the
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the death of the crofs is boldly to contradié

the voice of the prophets, in whom the Spirit

univerfally teftified from the begining, that the

glory of Chrift was to * follow his fufferings,

1 Pes. i. 11, In fhort our text determines the

point. Our Lord’s pre-exiftence to 4brabam,

and to his own incarnation, is refolved into-
his divine nature only; and, can any thing

more clearly and entirely fet afide the notion

of his fouls pre-exiftence ? But again,

Note HI. That our Lord Jefus Chrift pre~
exifted his coming in the flefh, as the anointed
of the Father, and in the charafer of Medi-
ator. Indeed thefe words I 4 M, immedidte<
ly refer to the eternity of his effence, in which
alone, as obirved, he exifted from everlafting,
but one defign of his afferting his eternal
exiftence is to thew that he was the Mefliah
before Abrabam’s day; and therefore, that
although he was not fifty years old in the
flefh, he might commune with Aérabam as his
God and Redeemer, which no doubt he did;

E and

* It is evident the glory which Chrift had with the Father,

before the foundation of the world, mentioned, Fobz xvii.

5. Whatever it was, did not terminate in his humanity,

feeing it is exprefly declared that the glory of Immanuel,

was to followw his paffion ; and this exa&ly agrees with his
own account after the refurrection, Lake xxiv. 264
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and that patriarch, like Myfes and the Prophets,
by faith faw and rejoiced in the Meffiah as
the Lord’s Chrift ; fo that from the fcope of
the place, our text carries in it, that Jefus
fuftained the office of Mediator, and Surety of
the covenant, before his incarnation, On this
depended the falvation of the church till he
came; indeed he came not till the fulnefs of
time, Gal. iv. 4. But he was the Lamb
flain from the foundation of the world, and
the virtue of his facrifice extended to the
tranfgreflions of the people, under the firft
Teftament, and even from the begining, Rew.
xiii. 8. Heb. ix. 15, 16. compared. And
accordingly he faith, Prov. viii. 23. 1 was
fet up from everlaffing®*. 'This myftery of
grace hath encouraged the hope, and excited
the joy of the church in all ages, and will be

a fource of admiration and praife to the end
of

® Hence the church pleads, /. Ixiii. 16. <€ Thou O
Lord or Jehovah, art our Redesmer 5 thy name is from ever-
lafiing. 'The words are TJOY* 551}723 139N rendred
in the margin thus; ¢ our Redeemer from everlafling, ie
¢ thy name,” i.e. fay fome * being fet up and confli-
tuted Mediator in the eternal counfel of God,” to which
may be added, and thercfore, being revealed in prophecy,
was known and believed by the faithful under thefe glo-
rious charalters ; Jehovah the Redeemer of his people:
this was his name from cverlafting.—F7ide Vitringa iz Joc.
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of the world; yea, and in eternity itfelf.
And further,

Note IV. The faith of God’s elect hath
always centered in the deizy of Chrit. A
divine faith muft have a divine obje&, and
they who pretend to faith, and at the fame
time fcruple, or oppofe the real divinity of
our Saviour, have not the fame faith which
Abrabam had, but would deftroy its very
foundation : Neverthelefs the foundation of
God ftandeth fure, and they who obtain an
experimental acquaintance with Chrift will
teltify that, rbis is the true God, and eternal
life : they freely unite in this glorious con-
feflion. e believe, and are fure that thou art
the Chrift, the Som of the living Ged, 1 John
v. 20. John vi. 6g. Nor is this to be con-
fined to the chriftian difpenfation, fince we
fee the Redeemer was known by his great
name I .4M, to Myfes and to the children of
Ifrael, who, with the reft of the faithful in
time paft, trufted in him as the rock of ages ;
and it is declared of Abrabam himfelf, Gen.
xxi. 33. That be planted a grove in Beerfheba,
and called there on tbe name of Febovab, the
EVERLASTING GOD. Ina word, ¢ Jefus
kimfelf is << the chief corner-ftone,” and our

E2 pends
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hope depends on his adorable perfon, theglory of
which is his deity ; and thanks be to the Father
hé hath aboundedin his teftimony to his Son
Jefus Chrift, of whom it is not barely faid that
he is the true Ged, buz even that in bim dwell-
etk all the fulnefs of the Godhbead bodily, Col. ii.
9. Once more,

Note V. That ignorance of our Saviour’s
divinity is one caufe of ftumbling at the
myftery of the gofpel. It was owing to this
that the J¥ews could not receive our Lord and
his doétrine : Had thefe men underftood, or
could they have believed that Jefus was the
1 A M, the eternal and immutable God, and
no other than that fame divine perfon who
called unto Mo/fes out of the bufh, their eyes
had been opened, every difficulty had then been
removed, and all their prejudices vanifhed;
they would then have taken no offence at our
Lord’s affuming a difpenfation of freedom
from fin, and eternal life to them that believed
on his name ; it would then have been eafy
for them to have conceived how he was greater,
and even before Abrabam and the prophets,
who were dead, although he was not yet
fifty years old On a convition of his

eternal exiftence in the divine nature, they
would
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would have readily acquiefced in his claim in
God as his Father, in that high, peculiar and di-~
vine fenfe, he affumed this relation, as they un-
derftood him, and in a word they would have
gladly embraced him as the Meffiah ; but for
want of this difcernment andfaith, they ftrange-
ly mifunderftand him, and put a2 wrong con-
ftruétion on whatever he faid, and rejeét him
with difdain to their ruin. And thus to this
day, the great myftery of godlinefs, is God
manifeft in the fleth, and to them who receive
not this myftery, the gofpel will feem abfurd.
This is the pillar, and this is the key of

the gofpel; that Jefus is Immanuel, God
with us. On this principle alone can be

refolved the Saviour’s engagements with
the Father in the everlafting covenant of
redemption, or his voluntary and effetual
obedience to the death of the crofs: Indeed
he was put to death in the fleth, and his
humanity alone was the fubjet of his paffion,
but had he not been a perfon truly divine, he
could neither have given himfelf for his
church, nor laid down his life and taken it up
again, in the manner he did; no creature
could have fuftained the weight of his
dreadful fufferings, when he, < his own

felf
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¢ felf bore our fins in his own body on the
« gree;” the merit of his blood, and confe-
quently the fatisfaction he gave, and the pur-
chafe he made of his people, depends on his
deity, without which alfo, he could not have
rofe from the dead, nor was it poffible for
him to have become the author of eternal falva-
tion to them that obey him.

Thefe and other points relative to our re-
demption by the death of Chrift are abfolute-
ly impofiible, without admitting that he is
the eternal and unchangeable Son of God,
wha bath life in bimfelf even as the Father bath
life in himfelf s which Jefus appropriates in thefe
words I AM; and accordingly they whe
hefitate the divinity of our Lord, cannot fup-
port his proper atonement, and other articles
of faith which ftand in conneétion with this
adorable truth, but entertain low conceits of
the charaéter and work of the Redeemer, and
in effe®, deny the whole myftery of the
gofpel.

Thefe are fome of the important things we
are taught in this grand and myfterious paf-
fage; namely, that Chrift pre-exifted his
own incarnation; and that this his antecedent
exiftence is alone to be fought in his divine

nature :
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nature; that he thus exifted from the be-
ginning under the charatter of the Meffiah,
and in this view was the obje&t of his peoples
faith, which hath ever centered in his deity :
and finally, that through ignorance of this
truth men ftumble at the gofpel, and fatally
reject the only Saviour of finners.

And now, Beloved, it Chrift the 7 40?2
Doth he in thefe words appropriate to himfelf
the eternal and immutable eflence of God-
head, and make himfelf equal with the Father?
How aftonifhing the prefumptionof thofe who
refufe to acknowledge, but, on the contrary
with violence oppofe the do&rine of his deity!
To dignify Jefus as man, and afcribe to him
a kind of relative deity in office, or even
with the Arians, to exalt his fpirit above
the nature of angels, and terminate his cha-
rater in a creature far higher than the high-
elt of the thrones in the heavens, is no other
than to degrade him beyond all expreffion.
For, feeing he is truly divine, what is a
creature, though exalted to the utmoft of our
imagination, compared with him? The dif~
parity is infinite ! When the Fews would
have ftoned our Saviour they affign this rea-
fon for their condult: For Blajpbemy, fay

they
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they, becaufe that thou, being a man, wakeff
tbyfelf God. John x. 33. And do they lefs
than blafpheme who make him that is the
true God only a man, or at moft but a crea-
ture? And is he a God, is he not jealous
of his honor? Hath not the eternal Yebovah
an omnipotent arm, to fave or to deftroy ?
What punithment muft they be fuppofed
liable to, who bow not before him as the
Father’s own Son! He himfelf thought it
not robbery to be equal with God, and fhall
we not tremble at the thoughts of attempting
to rob him of his glory ? But again,

Is Chrift the 7 AA34, in whom dwelleth
the fulnefs of the eternal Febovah? How
amazing the love, and condefcending good-
nefs of God in his coming into the world to
lay down his life for our fins! From the
eternity and bleflfednefs of the infinite Febo-
vab, a jult argument is drawn unto the inef-
fable goodnefs and wifdom of God, in con-
triving an exiftence for finite natures:
¢« What overflowing goodnefs, faith one,
*¢ will appear in our Creator, who had a com-
¢¢ plete poffeflion of exiftence in himfelf, and
“ was blefled in the fruition of his own eter-

‘¢ nity ; that he fhould thus raife up crea-
tures
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s¢ tures from nothing, and make them as it
< were, partakers in eternity, is matter of
t< wonder and praife.” Fine is the thought!
and would to God that a fenfe of his infinite
and fovereign goodnefs, and adorable wifdom
in bringing us into exiftence, more univer-
fally prevailed! If mankind was in a flate
of reitude, this would be an unfailing fource
of admiration and love: but alas, we are
fallen! yet this moral reflection may ferve to
illuftrate and quicken our hearts in a view of
the goipel. .
If the overflowing goodnefs of our Creator
in producing us into being calls for fuch
wonder and praife, much more doth the
abounding grace of God in our falvation,
by the death of his Son! This is aftonifhing
love and good will; that, when hjs creatures
had abufed his goodnefs, in beftowing an
exiftence upon them, and ruined themfelves
by fin, a Saviour fhould be provided; yea,
and that the only begotten of the Father,
fhould be fent from bhis bofom into the
world to redeem them with his blood! Un-
utterable goodnefs and grace! that the I 4A4,
God’s own eternal Son, fhould thus ftoop
F and
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and be clothed with flefh, that he might be-
come obedient to the death of the crofs, tro
refcue tranigreflors from deferved and ever-
lating deftruétion! O boundlefs and afton-
ifhing mercy and love! This will be wonder
and praife in the higheft among the angels
and faints in heaven for ever. Moreover,

Is Chrift the 74M? then let him be
adored. That all men muft honour the Son
as they honour the Father, is an undeniable
proof of his equality with kim; for the ef-
fence of idolatry lies in this ; namely, a do-
ing fervice to any who by nature are no gods.
Gal. iv. 8. But the real divinity of Jefus
juftifies the worfhip paid to him in the
church. It is decent to fall down before him.
He is thy Lord, O chriftian, therefore wor-
fhip thou him; thou canft not proftrate thy-
felf too low at his feet. Who art thou, and
what thine exiftence in its beft eftate? Com-
pared with thine eternal Redeemer it finks
into nothing and vanity. True, his name is
Iimmanuel 5 there is an endearing fweetnefs in
his perfon that invites thee to freedom; nor
is a flavith fear becoming his fervice; yet

con-
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confider how great heis, and ever approach
him with reverence. To indulge a light
frame in his prefence is unworthy: in chy
neareft communion with him remember that
he is the I/ 4 M; and let thy heart be fen-
fible of his infinite glory with whom thou
art concerned. And further,

By this divine name of our Saviour each
one may prove his own heart’s experience. It
is a criterion of faith. True believers under
every difpenfation ¢ obtain like precious faith.”
2 Pet, i. 1. Now it appears from this reply of
our Lord that before Abirabain they trafted in
nim as the great 7 4/M. And if he is indeed
eternal in his nature, and eflentially divine,
Low can it be otherwife? Men may have a
notion of the divinity of Chrift and be in a
ftate of unbelief ; the moft fubftantial truths
may be known only in f{peculation, and not
reach or conquer the heart; but can any one
conceive how it is poffible that faving faith,
which is of the operation of God, fhould
leave its fubjet fhort of a true knowledge,
or unacquainted with the principal glory of
its object,

F 2 Let
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Let it be duly confidered, if Chrift is
the Son of the living God, of the fame na-
ture with his divine Father, no doubt,
unlefs the chriftian faith is a blind fancy, it
refts not fhort of his deity; they who are
taught by the Spirit of Chrift arc ready to
give him the glory due to his name, as the
angels in heaven are commanded to do.

To conclude. Art thou, my dear reader,
the happy fubject of this divine faith? Fear
not : with what infinite fatisfaction mayeft thou
refign thyfelf, and all thy concerns, in the
hands of this eternal and unchangeable Re-
deemer! Thrice happy man whofe hope is
fixed in the Lord God! Thou art fafe in
every viciflitude of providence. In whatever
temptation, though the fea rore, and the
waves of affli¢tion run mountains high, thine
anchor is fure: the eternal God is thy re-
fuge! his everlafting arms are underneath:
yea, before the laft enemy thou mayeft tri-
umph and fay, The Lord liveth, and bleffed
be my Rock s and let the God of my falvation
be cxalted. ‘Then keep in remembrance this
reverend and glorious name of thy Savi-

our: Let [l AM be graven on the table
of
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of thy heart, and upon the palms of thine
hands, that his eternity and deity may be
ever before thee. ‘This divine phrafe 7 A M,
as applied by our Lord, includes every
thing needful to a full affurance of faith in
him unto life everlafting. In a word, it
proves that he is before al]l things, and to
be adored and obeyed as over all, God;
bleffed for ever. dAmen.



