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PREFACE

IN compofing this Difcourfe, I bhad no Thoughts

of its Appearance in the World. But as the
Publication of it, was defired, by Juch unto whom
I pay no fmall Deference, I have ventured to ex-
pofe it to public View, although, 1am apprebenfives
that it may be difpleafing unto fome ; becaufe I have
herein, taken the Liberty to animadvert upon an
Abfurdity advanced, by a learned Author, con-
cerning the divine Decrees : viz. That they are
not properly Eternal ; but Jater than the Exiftence
of God, and had Beginning. We all profefs to
believe that we are fallible, and may err, and yet,
it is very common with Men, to treat tbo_/é with
Difdain, who think that they are wrong in any
Point, and attempt to rectify their Miftakes, Their
Friends alfo, fometimes, very much ill-refent fuch
Freedom,  And, this is one of the numerous Ways
wherein the Pride and Naughtinefs of the Heart
difcovers stfelf. However, I am not unprepared
Jor bearing Cenfure, in the Defence of that, which

appears



2 PREFACE

appears to me, is Divine Truth. I am only forry
that it bath not a better Advocate, when Iam en-
gaged in its Vindication. If what is prefented to
the Reader, fhall be of the leaft Service, either in
guarding bim againft, or comvincing him of the
mifiaken Conceptions about the Decrees of God,
the Perfon of Chrift, and of bis Conflitution unto
the mediatorial Office, fo far my Ends will be
onfwered. And, I am not altogether without Hope,
that this flort Difcourfe, may in fome Meafure, be
conducive unto thofe Ends, under the divine Blef-
Sing : Unto which I would folemnly recommend it.

Prov.



(3)

Prov. viil. 22, 23.

The Lord poffeffed me in the beginning of bis Way,
before bis Works of old. I was [et up, from
Ewverlafting, from the Beginning, or ever the
Earth was.

HESE are the Words of Wifdom,

which fpeaks throughout the Chap-

ter: Different Apprehenfions have

been entertained concerning this di-
vine Speaker, viz. What, or who is meant
by Wifdom. I think there are clear Reafons
to conclude, that by Wifdom, a Perfon, or
intelligent Agent is intended: For, Wifdom
all along fpeaks under perfonal Charatters,
and various perfonal Ads are attributed unto
this Speaker. As fearching, or finding out.
I Wifdom dwell with Prudence, and find out
Knowledge of witty ~Inventions, Alfo A&s of
Love and AffeGtion: I lve them that lrve me.
And a&ls of Joy and Delight: Then was I
by bim, as one brought up with bim, Iwas daily
his Delight, rejoycing ahways before him: Re-
joycing in the babitable Parts of bis Earth, and
my Delights were with the Sons of Men. All
which are perfonal Aéts, and, therefore, this

divine Speaker, is a Perfon, or an underftanding
Agent ;



4 The Decrées of God, e,

Agent; and the Things which are predicated
of this Speaker, are fo grand and fudlime, that
they cannot be applicable to any other Perfon
than Chrilt, who is the Zifdom, as well as
the Power of God.

Underftanding the Words of our blefled Re-
deemer, without commenting upon what pre-
cedes, I fhall immediately proceed to the Ex-
plication of them.

And it will be proper to fhew, what is de-
figned by the Way of the Leord; what the
Beginning of his way imports ; what is implied
in the A& of poflefling Chrift ; what Works of
God are intended, before which he poflefled
our Saviour, and why they are faid to be of
old; what the fetting up of Wifdom defigns:
when this was done, from Everlofling, from
the Beginning, or ever the Earth was,

I. Iwould thew what is defigned by the Way
of the Lord. The Way of God fometimes in-
tends his wife and holy Difpenfations towards
the World, and towards his Church in Provi-
dence, which are the Accomplithment of his
Decrees concerning both, with refpe@ unto
their temporal Eftate, ‘This is a Senfe wherein
it is frequently to be underftood: And his
Way is to be taken for his gracious Purpofes
and Counfels, which. were formed in his infi-
nite and eternal Mind, concerning Chrift, and
his Church. I apprehend this Senfe s defigned by
it in thefe Words : For my Thoughts are not your
Thoughts, neither are your Ways my Ways faith
the Lord, For as the Heavens are higher tbezn

toe
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the Earth, fo are my Ways bigher than your Wayss
and my Thoughts than your Thoughts *.

It i of pardoning Grace and Merey, that
the Lord there fpeaks: For be will abundantly
pardon,  'We are too apt to limit the Holy One
of Ifrael, in his Acs of pardoning Kinduefs and
Mercy. And it is his Intention, in thefe Words
to affure us, that his Pucpofes of Gragce, Mercy,
and Padon, infinitely exceeds thofe Concep-
tions which we are apt to entertain ther of, I
apprehend, that in this Senfe, the divine Way is
to be underftood, in the Text: Or, that God’s
Thoughts and Purpofes of Love, and Grace con-
cerning Chrift and his Members are meant by
his Way, Further I am to thew,

I1. What the Beginning of his Way imports,
If we underftand it of Duration: That muft
either commence, or not commence, have
Limit, or not have Limit. The Term begin-
ning is put for Duration, which had not Com-
mencement, in thefe Words; God bath from
the Begining chofen you to Salvation, thro' Sanc-
tification of the Spirit, and the Belief of the
Truth. This divire A& of Eleion was eterpal :
Aecording as be hath chofen us in bim, before the
Foundation of the World. From the Beginning,
and before the Foundation of the World mean
the fame. And, there never was an Inftant,
wherein the Church was not the Object of a
gracious Choice unto Salvation, or the Enjoy-
ment of eternal Life,

B2 A

* Ifalv. 8, 9,
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A learned Writer hath been pleafed to dif-
tinguith upon Eternity, @ Parte ante, or that
Duration, which was before the Exiftence of
the World, or Things created, and fpeaks of
a firfh, and an after Date thercin. ‘The firf
Date refpets, he fays, God’s Exiffence, which
was eternal, and had no Beginning : The after
Date refers unto his Decrees, or A&s within
himfelf relating unto Chrift and the Church,
which he affirms had Beginning : He fums up
what he had before more largely exprefled, and
pleaded for, in this Aflertion, vz, God bimfelf
was before the Conceptions and Thoughts which he
entertained of bis Works: Before, befure in Order
of Nature; but how long before, the Thing neither
Jpeaks nor the Word declares®. Let us prefs
this Grape a little, that we may be able to form
a Judgment of the Nature of its Juice. The
plain Import of this Affertion is, God was be-
fore he had infinite Thought and Confcioufnefs ;
but how long before, is impoffible to be known,
becaufe neither the Thing fpeaks, nor the
Word declares it. This is a very unfaf?, o very
offenfve, and a moft abfurd Way of [peaking. 1f
God ever was without infinite Thought and
Confcioufnefs, he was not, he then could not
be God. For, a Being without Thought and
Confcioufnefs can’t be God, To be quite free
with you upon this Subje@®. The Affertion is
fo extremely abfurd, that it excites my Affonifb-
ment.  'The Divine Decrees are of the fame
Datewith the Exiftence of God. HisBeing is not
of one Date, and his Purpofes of another, a later
Date,

® Mr. Hufly, The Glory of Chrift nnveild, p. 85, 86.
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Date. Befides, to fuppofe, that there was an ever~
lafting, or a Duration, before the Exiftence of 2
Creature, that really had a Beginning, or Com-~
mencement, 15 to imagine, that there was a
Duration, which was neither efernal, nor
temporary ; but fomething between both, which
is an highly abfurd Imagination. Duration is,
either immeafurable and witheut any Limit:
Or, it is meafurable and hath a Limit, If
Duration paft is immeafurable, it is eternal,
and could not have any Beginning. If it is
meafurable, it is not eternal, but temporary,
and muft have had Commencement, There
can be no Medjum between Eternity and Time.
A Duration which begins, is meafurable and
limited, whether it is meafured and divided in-
to the Parts whereof it confifts, or not, by
the Motion of Body, or otherwife. Meafur-
able and limited it is, and there muft be fome
Inflant at which we muft neceffarily ftop, when
we contemplate a paft Duration, which had
Beginning, If, therefore, the Divine Decrees
are /ater than the Exiftence of God, or had
Beginning, they muft, as to Duration, have
been infinitely thort of the Exiftence of God.
So that, according to the Dotrine contained
in this moff abfurd Affertion, there muft have
been an infinite Duration, wherein, God was
without any Conceptions and Thoughts of his
Works: That is to fay, without infinite
Thought and Confcioufnefs; and, therefore,
for an infinite Duration, he was not God,
For, if his Conceptions and Thoughts really

had
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had Begisming, they muft begin after himfelf
had exifted, in a Duaration infinite: Becaufe
fach a Duration muft have been before a
meafurable Duration could begin, and, confe-
quently, though God, in his Exiftence is eter-
nal, his Love to Chrift, and the Church, and
his Decrees about them, are not eternal ; but
only temporary. Which is no more true,
than it is, that the Almighty Creator, once,
was not God.

A certain Writer pours Contempt upon fomne,
whofe Works have praifed, and will long
praife them, in the Gates of the Church, that
have endeavoured, to prove Chrift's eternal
Exiftence, or proper Deity from this Place.
His contemptuous Words concerning them,
are thefe : Twonder not, that Ariantfm prevails as
it doth, amongft us, at this Day, when fuch poor,
Blind, ignorant Wretches, undertake todefend the
Doétrine of the Redeemer’s Godbeads for fure I
am, that going fo the vilith of the Proverbs to
Prove ity is for ever to give up the Caufe into the
Heands of the Arigns¥ 'This contemptuous
Language the Author prevailed with him-
felf to ufe, concerning fome worthy Perfons,
as any perhaps, the Church of God was blefled
with in the former Century.

His great Confidence and Contempt will not
deter me from aferting, that in this Chaprer,
elear Proof is given, in Abundance, and above
all Exception, unto the important Doctrine of
the eternal Exiftence, and proper Deity of our

precious

* Mr.Stockel, 'The Redeemer’s Glory unveiled, p. 36.
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precious Redeemer. 1 fhall proceed fo far, as
to fay, that, if that Dotrine is not capable of
Proof, from this Context ; Proof of it cannof
be brought from any Part whatever, of facred
Writ. The Terms and Phrafes, ufed therein,
exprefling the Eternity of his Exiftence, are
fo full, firong, and explicite, that none mere
fo can be produced. But this Writer was led
ito a Miftake, by what the /earned Author,
1 before referred unto, had advanced, con-
cerning the Import of the Term everlafting,
as it is wfed, in telation to God’s Decrees,
and Ads within himfelf, as {fome other Per-
fons have alfo been, which is not a little to
be lamented,

Upon the Whole, if Beginning is under-
ftood of Duration, Eternity muft be intended :
Or that immeafurable Duration, which was be-
fore the Creation of the World, and had no
Commencement. But, it may be obferved,
that in the Original, it is not, in the Beginning,
as we tranflate ; but the Lord poffeffed me, the
Beginning of bis Way :* And the or1ginal Word
fignifies the Firt, or Chief, By which two
Things are fuggefted,

1. That Chrift 1s the Firft and Chief, in the
Decrees of God, as they are all calculated for
his Glory, above Angels and Men. The
fupreme End of God in his Purpofes and
Operations, is the Glory ef his own infinite
Perfections, Wifdom, Power, Goodnefs, &e.
For he made, and decreed to make all Things

Sfor

* PWRT Without the Prefix 2.
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Jor bimfelf.  His next, fubordinate End, whick
he eternally had in View, was the Glory of
Chrift, in the CharaCter of Mediator, as an
Effe@ of his infinite Love unto his Perfon.
Hence the Apoftle fpeaking of Chrift in his
mediatorial Capacity, or of his Pérfon, as con-
ftituted of the divine and human Natures, fays :
All Things were created by him and for him.
They were made by him, as an efficient Caufe,
and they were alfo made for him, as a final
Caufe.

Again, 2. When it is faid, that Chrift is the
Firft, or Chief of God’'s Ways, it implies,
that there is a more glorious Difplay of his
Perfections in him, than in any of, or all
his other Works taken together. All Divine
Works are exeellent and worthy of their in-
finitely good and great Author. The Works
of Creation point out unto us the infinite
Wifdom, unlimited Power, and Benevolence
of the Creator. For the invifible Things of
bim, from the Creation of the World, are clearly
feen, being underflood by the Things that are
made, even bis eternal Power and Godbead, But,
there is a far more illuftrious and fuperior
Difplay of the Wifdom, Goodnefs, Holi-
nefs, Truth, and Juftice of God, in the Con-
ftitution of the Perfon of Chrift, and in the
amazing Defigns, which are thereby accom-

lithed. And, therefore, with great Propriety,
ﬁc may be faid, as Mediator, to be the Chief
of his Ways, I proceed to fhew,

I, What
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III. What is implied in the A& of poffef-
fing Chrit. 'The original Word * fignifies
to have or pofiefs by Price, or by Labour,
and fometimes by Birth. In this Senfe Eve
ufesit, When fhe had conceived and bore
Carn, fhe faid : I bave gotten (the fame Word)
a Man from the Lord. In this Senfe it may
be underftood here, for there is not that
wanting in the Context, which gives Coun-
tenance unto it. Wifdom, or Chrift, fays of
himfelf, Before the Mountains were fettled, be-
fore the Hills was I brought forth, The latter
Writer, unto whom I before referred, on the
Subject of the Filiation of Chrift, hath thefe
remarkable Words: I am pofitive, that Chrift
as the eternal God (i.e. as a Divine Perfon)
was never begotten, fince st 1s impoffible for me to
conceive the begetter and the begotten to be of

equal Date.+
Why is he {o confident that Chrift, as aDivine

Perfon, was never begotten ? He was fo, be-
caufe he was not able to conceive how he
could be of the fame Date with him, by whom
he was begotten. Shall we poor Worms, whofe
Underftandings are finite and limited, take upon
us, boldly to pronounce, that, that cannot be
in Deity, which we are unable to form adequate
Ideas of, or explain how itis? We muft for-
get our own Nature, and the Nature of God
alfo, if we do. We muft forget our own
Nature, that it is limited and finite, and for

C that

* ap + Mr. Stackel), ibid. p. 41.
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that Reafon, incapable of comprehending that
which is infinite.  And, we muft forget the
Nature of God, v/z. that it is infinite, and
therefore, unto us incomprchenfible, That,
therefore, may be in Deity, which we are fure
cannot be in finite and limited Beings. And,
that which involves a Contradiction, in Beings
finite and limited, may not, in that Being,
which is infinite.  For Inftance, in the human
Nature, it implies a manifeft Contradiction to
conceive, that he who is begotten, is of the
fame Date with him that begot him. But, it by
no Means follows, that it is 2 Contradicion to
conceive, thdt a Divine Perfon, who is be-
gotten, is of the fame Date with the Divine
Begetter. This Writer, notwithftanding his
Confidence in this Matter, might have been
afked, as przzling Queftions concerning Eter-
nity, as any he could propofe relating unto
this myflerious Subje. But, I fuppole, he
would fcarcely have denied, that there is a
Duration, which had not Beginning, and which
will never end, though he might have found
it impoffible for him to refolve fome difficult
Queftions concerning it.

It is beyond Contradiction, that Chrift is
the Son of God. He is his Son, therefore,
either in a proper Senfe, or only in an zmproper
and metaphorical one. That he is the Son of
God, in a proper Senfe, may be concluded
from his afferting, that God was his own Fa-
ther : My Father worketh bitherto, and I work :
The Jews inferred, and very rightly, from this

Aflertion,
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Affertion, and not from his affirming him-
felf to be the Meffiah, that he made bimfelf
equal with God.  Therefore, the Jews fought the
mare to kill bim, not only becaufe be bad broken
the Sabbath, but [aid alfo, that Ged was bis
(Wiov own, or proper) Father, making bimfelf
equal with God.* He is fo a Son, 2s to be of
the fame Nature with God, whofe Son he is.
For which Reafon, he is called God’s own,
or proper Son.  God [pared not bis own, or pro-
per Son. God can’t be his proper Father, if
he begat him not; nor can he be God's proper
Son, unlefs he was begotten of him. But
he is God’s begotten, and his only begotten Son :
God fo loved the World, that he gave bis only
begotten Son,

Some have thought, and fome do think,
that Chrift is called the Son of God, becaufe
he is invefted with Office. But, that is to
confound the very different CharaCers, of a
Son and a Servant, and it neceflarily makes
them the fame. As invefted with the Office
of Mediator, he is God’s Servant: Behold my
Servant, whom I uphold. Now if it is true,
that he is God’s Son, as invefted with the
mediatorial Office, he is no otherwife a Son,
than as he is a Servant, and thefe very different
Charatters, of Son and Servant, can contain
and convey no different, but in all Refpetts,
the fame Idea, which there is no Reafon to
think. Befides, Chrift was a Son antecedent

unto his Inveftiture with the mediatorial Office,
Ca which

* L
John v, 17, 18,
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which he could not poffibly be, if his being
in that Office was the formal Reafon, or Caufe
of his Sonfhip. That he was a Son before
his Inveftiture with Office, is, I think, abun-
dantly clear from thefe Words of the infpired
Writer : For the Lew maketh Men High Priefls
which bave Infirmity 5 but the Word of the Qath,
which was fince the Law, maketh the Son, who
is confecrated for evermore. 1f Chrift bears
the Charaéter of Son, on account of his
being the High Prieft, or Mediator of the
Church, he could not be a Son, before his
Inveftiture with that Office; but it is moft
clear that he was : For the Word of the Oath,
which was fince the Low, maketh the Son, or
conftituteth zbe Son. What doth it make or
conftitute him ? It made or conftituted him
High Prieft, or Mediator: And, therefore, he
was a Son before he was made High Prieft,
or Mediator. 'This is fo clear and illufirious a
Teftimony unto the Truth of the Sonfhip of
Chrift, as a Divine Perfon, that I am per-
fuaded, it will be impofiible for the Wit of
Man, by any Arss, or Shifts, to cloud it, and
enervate its Force. Farther, Chrift as a Son,
was not under Obligation to obey and fuffer.
This is clearly fuggefted in thefe Words: Though
he were a Son, yet learned be Obedience by the
Things that be fuffired. The Opinion of his
being a Son, as invefted with Office, muft
compel us to conclude this to be the Senfe of
thofe Words : Though he was a Son, and as

fach under Obligation to obey and fuffer, yet
learned
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learned he Obedience, by the Things that he
fuffered. But who can think this to be the
Import of the Divine Writer? Surely none.
As Mediator, he was under Obligation to
obey and fuffer: Asa Son, he was not, and
therefore, his mediatorial Office is not intended
by his Sonthip; but his filial Relation unto
God, as a Divine Perfon.

Again, the Father poflefled him of all thofe
Treafures of Grace and Glory, which he in-
tended the Church fhould receive here, and
enjoy hereafter. And, there is that in the
Context, which favours this Senfe alfo : Thar
1 may caufe them that love me to inberit Subflance,
and I will fill their Treafures. Chrift is capa-
ble of making good this Promife : For,
bath pleafed the Father that in him all Fulnefs
Should dwell. He bleffed us with all fpiritual
Bleffings in heavenly Places in Chriff. And that
Grace, according unto which we are faved and
called, was given us in Chrift : #ho bath faved
us and called us, with an holy Calling, not accord-
ing to our Works 5 but according to bis own Purpofe
and Grace which was given us in Chrift before
the World began. All thofe precious Benefits,
which the Church of God partakes of, in this
World, and all that Blis and Glory, which
fhe will poffefs in the heavenly State, were de-
pofited, and laid up for her in the Hands of
her ever-bleffed and glorious Head. In whofe
Keeping they are eternally fecure. Farther,

1V. God
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IV. God poflefied Chrift before his Works
of vld.

1. The Works which are intended, are the
Works of Creation ; of this I think there can
be no Doubt : Becaufe Wifdom, immediately
after the Text, proceeds to give an elegant
Defcription of the Creation : When there were
no Depths, 1 was brought forth: When there
were no Fountains abounding with Water : Before
the Mountains were fettled, before the Hills was
1 brought forth : While as yet he had not made
the Earth, nor the Fields, nor the bighef Part
of the Duft of the World, When he prepared the
Heavens, I was there: When be fet a Compafs
upon the Face of the Depth. When be eftablifbed
the Clouds above : When be firengthened the Foun-
tains of the Deep : When be gave to the Sea bis
Decree, that the Waters flould not pafs his Com-
mandment : When he appointed the Founda-
tions of the Farth. 'Thefe are the wonderful
Works defigned, wherein Divine Wifdom and
Power are manifefted. Creation is proper to
God, Omnipotence only could give Exiftence
unto Body, out of non-exifting Matter : Which
it did. For, Things which are feen, were not
made of Things which do appear. And infinite
Wifdom and Power alone could form the
beautiful Fabrick of the Univerfe, out of that
rude Mafs of Matter, unto which Exiftence
was firft given: The Earth was without Forms,
and void : And Darknefs was upon the Face of
the Deep. Creation therefore, is a Work Divine,
and peculiar to God. And he challenges it,

as
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as his own. Lift up your Eyes on bigh, and
bebold who hath created thefe Things, that bringeth
out their Hoft by Number ; be calleth them all by
their Names, by the Greatnefs of bis Might, for
that ke is flrong in Powcr, not one faileth *.

2. Thefe Works were wrought of o/d. Many
Ages had then run out fince the Creation of
the World, and, therefore, they are faid to be
of old. And as Things created invariably keep
thofe Laws, thro’ all the fuccefive Ages of
Time, unto which they were fubjected, in their
Creation, it is an Evidence, that they were
formed by infinite Wifdom, and are preferved
and upheld in that beautiful Order, wherein
they were at firft fixed by immenfe Power.
And,

3. Chrift was pofleffed of the Father before
a creating At was put forth: Or before Being
was given to any Creature, and, confequently,
in Eternity: Or in that infinite, immeafurable
Duration, which was before Time commenced.
The Beginning of God’s Way, therefore, can-
not poflibly mean a finite and limited Duration.
If proper Eternity is not exprefled by thefe
Phrafes, it will be impoffible to produce any
from Scripture, which exprefs it. But the
next general thing in the Text demands my
Adttention.

V. Chrift was fet up: I was fof up. 'The
original Word, (m) fignifies pouring forth, or
anointing, and as Oil was poured forth upon a

Perfon

* Ifa. x1. 26
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Perfon who was invefted with Office: Or, as
a Perfon was anointed with Oil, when appointed
unto Office, Chrift's Appointment unto and In-
veftiture with the mediatoral Office, is intended
by this Phrafe. The latter Writer, fome of
whofe Words 1 took notice of before, enter-
taining the Notion of the Pre-exiftence of the
Soul of Chrift, labours to prove it from this
Place. He objedts unto the Application of the
Phrafe to Chrift, as a divine Perfon, in this
very nonfenfical Manner.  Now this cannot bave
the leaft Relation to bis Godbead, becaufe we can-
not fay that was poyred out*. No, nor can we
fay, that his Soul was poured out, when he
was anointed unto Office. The Perfon an-
ointed to Office is not poured out, but Oil
15 poured forth upon him, or he is anointed
therewith. He adds: Thefe Words may likewsfe
denate bis Unétion; and fo it may be read, 1 was
anointed from Everlafting. I this Senf: it can-
not be apphed to bis Divinity+. The Phrafe
being underftood in its true Senfe, it will
quickly appear, that it may be very well ap-
plied to the Perfon of Chrift, as defigned untoa
Union with the human Nature. For, it intends
Defignation to Office. And the divine Perfon
of Chrift, as he was to became incarnate, was
invefted with the mediatorial Office: Which
was done in the everlafting Covenant, that was

entered into by the Divine Perfons.
Of that Covenant, and the Parties therein
contracting, he fpeaks thus: I am not wri;z'ﬂg
abour

* Redeemer’s Glory, &, p. 40. 1 Fhd.
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about the Counfels and Purpofes of God in bimfelf,

but of bis covenanting and contraéting with a Per-
Jom to fulfil and execute thefe Counfels and Purpofes,
and of the Perfon's Willingnefs, that was covenanted
and contraéted with to undertake fuch a Work.~I
[reely confefs, that the Platform of Salvation was
lard in the eternal Mind; and that the whole Scheme
of our Happines was drawn in Etermty, infi-
nitely beyond all Date 5 but yet the Contralt between
the Fatber and Chrift was not fo, unlefs the Man
Chrift be infinitely Eternal, (it is abfurd to think
that Eternity is finite) or elfe an infinite Being
muft contract with bimfelf *. Thisis the Sum of
what this goodly Author, had to objet to the
Eternity of the Covenant of Grace, and unto
its being an Agreement between the divine Per-
fons. The Whole of this Difcourfe will be
removed out of the Way without the leaft
Difficulty.

For, tho’ the divine Being did not contrat
with itfelf, the divine Perfons, exifting dif-
tin&tly in the divine Effence, entered into Co-
venant with each other.

As the eternal Three, Father, Son, and Spirit,
are perfonally diftin®, tho’ efentially one, they
each a& diftinétly, in the divine Effence: Or the
divine Wifdom and Will, which are effentially
the fame, a& diffinétly in each divine Perfon,
by reafon of their dsfiné? perfonal Subfiftence
in the divine Nature.

Thus the divine Wifdom and Will, acting

difinétly in the diftini? Perfon of the Father,
b defigned

* Redeemer’s Glory, &¢. p. 14
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defigned and refolved upon the Incarnation of
the Son, and his accomplithing our Redemp-
tion, in our Nature, as perfonally united unto
himfelf, by doing and fuffering all that Law
and Juftice required, unto that important End.
And this was the Father’s Propofal unto the
Son, to undertake that great and arduous Work.
And thus alfo,

The divine Wifdom and Will, a&ing di-
Sinétly in the Perfon of the Son, who {ubfifts
diftinétly from the Father in the divine Effence,
approved of this Defign, or concurred with the
Father therein ; which Approbation and Con-
currence, was the Son’s Engagement to fulfil
the Will and Counfel of the Father, relating
unto that wonderful Affair, and it brought him
under an Obligation, to do and fuffer in our
Nature, when taken into perfonal Union with
himfelf, the Whole of what Law and Juftice
required, in order to our Salvation.

Again, the divine Wifdom and Will acting
diftinétly in the ever-blefled Spirit, who is a
Perfon diftinét from the Father and the Son, he
approved of the gracious Defign, of the Salva-
tion of the Eleét: And, as the divine Wifdom
and Will, in the Perfon of the Father and the
Perfon of the Son, willed that he fhould glo-
rify Chrift, and fanctify the Church ; he agreed,
and confented unto the Will of the Father, and
the Will of the Son. Thus he took upon him-
felf the Work and Office of glorifying Chrift,
and fan&ifying the Church, which is that
Part that he bears in the Oeconomy of our

Salvation,
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Salvation. And, therefore, as the Son became
obliged unto the Father, as he was to be in-
carnate, to redeem his People and Members:
So the holy Spirit became obliged unto both
the Father and the Son to glorify Chrift and
fan&ify the Church.

And, I humbly apprehend, that it is with
efpecial Relation unto this, that the Holy Spirit
is fo frequently ftiled the Spirit of God, and the
Spirit of his Son, or of Chrift; That for this
Reafon alfo, he is faid to be fent both by the
Father and the Son. By his Engagement he
came under Obligation, both unto the Father
and the Son, to perform his Part, in the Bufi-
nefs of our Salvation, And, this is the Foun-
dation of his Miffion by the Father, and of his
Miffion by the Son. Right arifes from hence,
unto both to fend him: And, accordingly, he
is fent by both. He comes at the Pleature of
the Father: Whom the Father will fend in my
Name.  God hath fent forth the Spirit of his Son
into your Hearts, He likewife comes at the
Will of the Son: If I depart I will fend him
untfo you, fays Chrift, concerning the hely Spirit,
under the Chara&er of Comforter.

Thefe diffiné? and mutual AQings of the di-
vinc Perfons, between themfelves, are the Co-
venant of Grace, wherein the Method of our
Salvation was fixed, and that gracious Defign
elfeCtually fecured.

And, therefore, this Author hath only dif-
covered his /Feaknefs, in faying, that the Cor-
trace between the Father and Chrift was not infi-

D2 aitely
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nitely beyond all Date, unlefs the Man Chrift be
infinitely Eternal, (as he nonfenfically {peaks, for
there is no finite Eternity) or elfe an infinite
Being muft contralt with bimfelf *. The infinite,
diftin¢t Perfons, in Deity, contralted, or en-
tered into mutual Engagements between them-
felves, in this federal Tranfa&ion. This was
not the Contra@ of the divine Nature with it-
felf; but it was the Contra&t of the divine
Father, the eternal Son, and the bleffed Spirit,
who are perfonally diftint, tho' effentially one.
Nor, can the diffiné? A&ings of the divine
Wifdom and Will, which are effentially the
fame, be denied, without the Denial of the
diftinét Perfonality of the Father, Son and Spi-
sit. If they are diftiné? Perfons, without all
queftion they a& diffinétly: Or the divine
Wifdom and Will a& diffinctly, in each of the
eternal Three, Father, Son, and the holy Spirit.

Befides, to imagine, with this Auther, that
the human Soul of Chrift exifted when the Co-
venant of Grace was entered into, and that it
was a contraéting Party, in that Covenant, ab-
{olutely deftroys the Eternity of it, which he
is obliged to grant. Hence it undeniably fol-
lows, that once there was no Covenant of Grace :
Once Chrift was not the Mediator and Head of
the Church. It was in that Covenant, that he

* Upon this Occafion, I cannot forbear to fay, it is to be
wifhed, that fome Perfons could prevail with themfelves to reft
fatisfied, without becoming Authors; efpecially on fublime Sub-
Jeers, which they are not qualified to write about, and, there-
fore, they expole themfelves, and do much Prejudice to Truth,
by their Publications on fuch Subjetts,

Was
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was conftituted fuch : If therefore, that Cove-
nant once was not, it muft be allowed that orce
Chrift was not the Mediator and Head of the
Ele@ of God: And, confequently, once, bis De-
Lights avere not with the Sons of Men. This is that
Bleffed Divinity, which this Writer recommends
unto the Embracement of Chriftians: But it
ought to be eternally abhorred, as that which
faps the very Foundation of all their Faith and
Hope.

Farther, the Notion of the Pre-exiftence of
the Soul of Chrift, or of its exifting before the
Creation of the World, is repugnant toScripture.
That Opinion is as certainly falfe, as it is true,
that 1z the Beginning God created the Heavens
and the Earth. lf there was before Creation
a limited Duration, that Duration muft have
had Commencement, and was meafurable,
tho’ not meafured and divided into its Parts, by
any regular Motion of Body, as I have before
obferved. And, that Inflant, at which we muft
neceflarily ftop, in our Conceptions concerning
it, awas the Beginning, and not that Inflant,
wherein God’s A¢t of Creation was put forth.
And, therefore, if this Notion is true, what
DMofes afhrms muft be falfe, and God did not in
the Beginning create the Heavens and the Earth,
but after the Beginning ; and how long after, it
feems, is not knowable, perhaps Millions of
Ages. Into fuch Abfurdities will fome Men
run, in order to fupport their Mif-conceptions of
Things, or a darling Opinion, which they have
happened to embrace.

Oace
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Once more, for I have not yet done with this
wain Conceit. To fuppofe, as this Writer does,
that the Soul of Chrift was a contrating Party
in the Covenant of Grace, and not his divine
Perfon, is to detract from his Glory as a divine
Perfon, and is advancing his human Soul unto
fuch Dignity, as is by no Means its Due. May
the good Lord eternally preferve me, from leffen-
ing the Glory of a precious Jefus, in his hu-
man Nature, which ought ever to be dear to
my Soul! I humbly hope, that I fhall never
exprefs any thing, detrating from his Honour,
in his human Nature. My Heart can’t poffibly
bear the &lling Thought: And, yet, with In-
trepidity 1 fay, that it was a Glory peculiar to
Chrift, in his divine Perfon, to contra&t with
the other divine Perfons, the Father and the
Holy Spirit, and that it was an Honour infi-
nitely too great for the human Soul of Chrift,
to become a contracting Party in the Covenant
of Grace. The Parties contracting were egual,
as it was condecent and fit, that o they thould be.

Indeed, the Will of Chrift as Man, upon
his fubfiting, in his human Nature, freely
and fully confented, unto all the Articles,
agreed on in the Covenant, relating unto
both his Obedience and Sufferings: But it was
his Engagement, as a divine Perfon, which
brought his human Nature under Obligation to
obey and fuffer, as it hath its Subfiftence therein.
And it was fit, that the infinitely fuperior con-
ftituent Part of Chrift, in his complex Cha-
ralter, fhould undertake for his inferior confti-

tuent Part, as Mediator. So that it was not
necef-
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neceffary, that his human Nature fhould fubfift,
in either part of it, his Soul no more than his
Body, at his undertaking the Work of Re-
demption, in the Covenant of Grace.

In the fetting up of Chrift, or his Defigna-
tion unto the mediatorial Office, various Parti-
culars may be obferved. As,

1. The divine Father purpofed and propofed
to him, that in the Fulnefs of Time he thould
affume our Nature, into Union with himfelf.
The divine Wifdom and Will, acting diftinétly
in the Perfon of the Father, as is above ex-
plained, moved this to him. This was 2 Fore-
ordination of him to become Man, before the
Foundation of the World.

2. Chrift confented unto this Defign, and
Propofal of the Father: Or the divine Wifdom
and Will, aling diffinétly in the Perfon of the
Son, as is before exprefled, he approved of
this Defign and Propofal of the Father, and the
Concurrence of the divine Will, in his Perfon,
was his Engagement, to take our Nature into
a perfonal Union with himfelf, at the Time
appointed. His Language in this Tranfation
was: Lo I come. Hence,

3. Tho’ the human Nature of Chrift did
not then {ubfift, he was confidered, as God-
Man, by the divine Perfons. Not that the di-
vine Underftanding, in either of the divine Per-
{ons, accounted him to have Subfiftence then,
as Man; for that he had not; and, therefore,
it was not poffible, that the divine Underftand-
ing could conceive him to be then exiftent, in

2 his
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his human Nature ; but he was had io Repute,
by the divine Perfons, as God-Man, by reafon
of his certain future Incarnation, which was
then refolved upon, between themfelves. And
in this Charater, the Covenant of Grace was
made with him. I would obferve,

4. The Work affigned unto him, as incar-
nate ; or what was required of him, as his Per-
fon 15 conftituted of the divine and human
Natures, in order to the Salvation of his Body,
the €hurch. And,

(1) It was required of him to come under
the Command of the Covenant of Works.
"That Covenant, without a fpecial Appointment,
could have had no Concern with, or Power
over him, either in its Precepts, or Threatnings,
not only becaufe he was not reprefented by
Adam, with whom that Covenant was made,
nor a natural Defcendant of his: But alfo, be-
caufe his human Nature, as united unto his
divine Perfon, is raifed above the State and
Condition of a mere Creature : And, therefore,
it was a gracious At of Condefcenfion, in his
divine Perfon, to confent, that, that conftituent
Part of himfelf, as Mediator, fhould come
under the Obligation of the Covenant of Works:
Being found in Fafbion as a Man, he bumbled
bimfelf, in becoming obedient unto Death. Again,

(2) Another Thing required of him, was to
fuffer and die for his People, to make Atone-
ment for their Sins: When thou fhalt make bis
Soul an Offering for Sin; he fball fee bis Seed.
This Article his divine Perfon alfo agreed unto.

And
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And the Confent of his divine Will brought
his human Nature, under Obligation to fubmit
to Death: Ought not Chrf? to bave fiyffered thefe
Things? It was an A& of infinite Compafhion
in Chrit to poor Sinners, to confent, to give
up his human Nature, to the moft dolorous
Sufferings, and unto the moft Ignominious, and
alfo an accurfed Death, to redeem them from
juftly deferved Deftruction.

(5) The human Nature of Chrift being united
unto his divine Perfon, thefe two Things fol-
low upon it.

1] As Man he was at the Difpofal of his
divine Will. As God, or a divine Perfon, he had
abfolute Power over his human Nature, which
was 2 conftituent Part of himfelf, as Mediator,
and, therefore, he had full and proper Right, to
covenant and agree, that his human Nature
fhould both obey and die, in Obedience unto
the Will of the Father., For, that Nature was
his own in a pecubior Senfe, and it was fit, that
it thould be abfolutely at the Difpofal of his
divine Will. His Aflumption of it into Union
with hindelf was with a View, that it might fo
be. And our blefled Lord clearly exprefles the
Right of his divine Perfon to difpofe of his
human Nature, according unio his own abfo-
lute Pleafure, in thefe Words: No wman taketh
my Life from me; I lay it down of myfey 5 1
bave Power to Jay it down, and I bave Power
to take it again. This Commandment bave I received
of my Father. The Glory of Chrift as Man is

unequalled, in Confequence, of his perfonal
’ Union
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Union with the eternal Son of God: But this
Union is fo far from raifing his human Nature,
above an abfolute Subjetion unto his divine
Will, that it neceffarily infers it : Or the abfo-
lute Subjection of his human Will, unto his
divine Will, neceffarily follows upon it. His
Engagement, therefore, as a divine Perfon, in
the everlafting Covenant, brought an Obligation
upon him, as Man, to do and fuffer all, that
was included in that federal Engagement of his,
tho’ his human Nature was not then exiftent.
[2] When the blefled Jefus had Subfiftence
as Man, his human Will, which is abfolutely
diftin& from his Will, as God, was wholly un-
der the Direction and Influence of his divine
Will. And it was fit, that it fhould fo be,
for it would have been the higheft Incongruity,
if the human Will of Chrift had not been under
the determining Influence of the Will of his
divine Perfon. Hence it was impoffible, that
the Will of Chrift, as Man, fhould in any In-
dtance, or at any Time, clath with his divine
Will. And it is hence alfo, that the holy
moral Operations of the human Nature of
Chrif}, are to be efteemed the Acts of his Per-
fon, as Mediator, and that they become infi-
nitely meritorjous : Becaufe they are the Aéts of
his Perfon, who is God as well as Man, tho’
the human Nature only, is the immediate Sub-
jeét from which they {pring; therefore, infinite
Merit attends them.
5. The Father gave the Ele& to Chrift, as
bis Jewels, or his own peculiar People: Thine
they
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they were, and thou gaveft them me. He was
conflituted a Head to them, and they became
his Members. And he came under Obligation
to preferve them fafe , and to conduct them
to that State of Dignity and Happinefs, which
the Father, as the Effe@ of his infinite Love,
defigned thery, unto the Enjoyment of. For
which reafon our blefled Lord fays: Thss is the
Father's Will which batb [ent me, that of all which
be bath given me, 1 fhould lofe nothing ; but fhould
raife it up, at the laft Day.

6. A glorious Reward was promifed unto
him, for the important Services, which he
undertook to perform. All the Glory that he
pofiefles, as Mediator, was then granted to him,
on Condition of his Obedience, Sufferings and
Death. And, therefore, he fpeaks of his
having this Glory before the World was : With
the Glory which I bad with thee before the World
was. He had it, in Promife and Grant, when
he engaged to fulfil the Father’s Pleafure, con=-
cerning the Redemption of his People,

Thus, I think it appears very clearly, that
Chrift the eternal Son of God, as he was to be~
come Incarnate, entered into Covenant with
the Father, and undertook to accomplith the
Whole of his Will, relating to the Recovery
of thofe unto whom he was appointed a Head,
in fuch 2 Way, as magnifies the Law, and is
becoming all the divine Perfe@ions: And, that
all that Glory, which he hath Pofleflion of,
was given to him by Promife, in the Charalter

of Mediator, tho’ neither conftituent Part of
E2 his
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his human Nature, his Soul, or his Body, then
fubfifted,

VI. And laftly: The Conftitution of Chrift
Mediator, was from Everlafiing, from the Begin-
ning, or ever the Earth was.

Thefe Phrafes exprefs either a meafuarable
Duration, or an immeafurable one. It is I
think allowed by all, that a Duration is intend-
ed, which was before the Exiftence of the
World. ‘That Duration either had Beginning,
or it had not. If it commenced, and had Begin-
ning, it was properly Time, and not Etermsty.
Time and Eternity differ, as finite and snfinite
differ. Time is finite, and Eternity is.infinite.
And it is impofiible, that there fhould be a
Mediom between Eternity and Time: As there
cannot be a Mean between infinite, and finite.
Whatever is, muft be either infinite or finite,
unlimited, or limited. And, confequently, this
Duration, if it began, it was Time, it could not
be Eternity: It was meafurable, and certainly
had a Limit, at which we muft neceffarily ftop,
in our Conceptions about it ; if not, it was Eter-
nity: Or a Duration infinite. To fay, that
it was notimeafured by the regular Motion of
Body, as Time with us, is meafured by the
Courfe of the Sun, will not prove it immeafa-
able, nor can that be intended ; becaufe then
it muft be granted, thatit was Eternity, which
1t is not allowed to be, by thofe unto whom
I have Reference; but it is faid to be an
AFTER DATE of Eternity, by the learned
Author before mentioned, which had Begin-

ning.
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ping, or Commencement, which if it had, it
was properly Time, and it moft differ from Eter-
nity, as that which is finite differs, from that
which is infinite. And what is to be proved
by all this? No other Thing, than, that God's
Decrees are Jater than his Exiftence, and how
much later he could not determine, becanfe
neither the Thing fpeaks, mw the Word declares
2f. 'The Being of God was eternal, or had no
Beginning ; but all his Decrees, if this is true,
were femporary, or had Beginning. And there-
fore, for an wnfinite Duration, which muft have
been, before this After Date,or Beginming, could
take Place; God was without any Conceptions
and Thoughts of his Works. That #s to fay,
ence God had o Love to Chrift as Mediator, nor
Conceptions conserning bim : Once be bad no Love
to the Church, nor Thoughts about ber : Once be
was without tnfinite Thought and Confeioufnsfs,
and confequently be omce was not God. For, a
Being without infinite Thought and Confeiouf-
nefs can’t be God. As I have before faid,

The other Writer mentioned above, in order
to fupport his Notion of the Exiftence of the
Soul of Chrift before the Creation of the
World, interprets thefe Phrafes, in the fame
Manner; in this, copying after that karned Au-
thor, as fome others zlfo do, to defend a Notion
which is abfolutely ufefofs, that hath not the leaft
Conneclion with, Dependence upon, nor is ine
ferrible from any Branch whatever, of evange-
lical Truth, But is whotly diffonant to the
Scripture, and everts the eternal Covenant of

Grace,
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Grace, wherein the Salvation of God’s Ele®
was cverlaftingly provided for and fecur'd.

If there was a Duration before the Produc-
tion of the World, which had Commencement,
why may there not be a Duration, after the
Diffolution of it, which will have an End?
And if the former is called everlafting, tho’ it had
Beginning, why may not the latter be fo called,
tho! it fhould bave an End ? As fome imagine it
will; but both are foolifh Dreams and alike untrue,

Farther, if this Liberty may be taken in in-
terpreting the Scripture, I am fure, it will be
impoffible to prove from thenee, the Eternity
of God himfelf; for his eternal Exiftence is
not exprefled in ftronger Language, than is ufed
about his Decrees, and the Defignation of
Chrift unto the mediatorial Office, in refpe&
to that Duration, wherein the divine Decrees
were formed, and Chrift was fe¢ up, or conftitut-
ed Mediator. And fuch Liberty can be taken,
only to maintain that which is directly abfurd,
and repugnant unto fome of the moft glorious
"Truths of the Gofpel, vz, Chrift’s eternal Rela-
tion to the Church of God, and his eternal
Engagements in her Favour, in the Covenant
of Grace.

Thefe Phrafes, from Everlafling, from the Be-
ginning, or ever the Earth was, {o fully exprefs
Eternity, or that immeafurable Duration which
was before Creation, that I much fcruple whe-
ther any, which do more ftrongly exprefs it in
Scripture, can be produced. So operofe was
Solomon, 7z fetting forth the Eternity of Wifdom,

lft it fbould be thought that he [pake of created
Wifdom,
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Wifdom, as the learned Gejerus obferves, When
God reprefents uato us his eternal Exiftence, it
is thus: XYea, before the Day was, I am be(*).
And when he afferts the Eternity of his De-
crees, it is thus: Calling the Generations, (wxw)
from or before the Beginning(+). And the plain
Senfe of the Phrafes here ufed, is, Duration be-
fore the Commencement of Time, or the Ex~
iftence of any Thing created. Chrift was fet up
before the World or Time, before the Beginning,
and before the Earth exifted(]). 1 humbly hope
that the proper Eternity of the divine Decrees,
and the proper Eternity of the mediatorial Of-
fice of Chrift, are eftablifhed beyond fober and
modeft Objection ; which were the important
Ends that I had in View, in this Difcourfe. 1

thall clofe it with making three Obfervations.
Firft Obfervation. 'The Evangelical Scheme
is wholly new : It is a Syftem of Truths, which
Reafon in its higheft Perfetion, could not pof-
fibly have acquired any Knowledge of. There
are three Principles, from which we derive all
our Ideas, viz. Senfation, RefleGtion and Ab-
ftraction ; by neither of which we could ever
have obtained, the leaft Acquaintance with the
deep Things of Ged.  And this is, I humbly ap-
prehend, the Meaning of the Apoftle in thefe
Words: Eye bath not feen, nor Ear beard, neitler
bave entered into the Hears of Man, the Things
which God bath prepared for them that lpve bim.
The

* Ifa, xliii. 13. ‘hap. xli. 4.

T Ante “Sec:::lu,l‘nI 1unél't?z foi, ante Pr;txggﬁlpmfl an;}e Primordia

?m: So Noldius tenders the Words.  Vid. Concord. Partic.
1a 3.
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The Eye hath feen much, and the Ear hath
heard much: A very confiderable Part of our
Ideas, are gained by Sight and Hearing ; which
includes in it, the whole of the Inflru&ion
that we reccive from others, relating to the
Nature of Things, But it was not poffible that
by thefe Means we fthould ever have difcovered
apy Evangelical Truths: Senfation could not
enable us to make fuech important Difcoveries ;
neither could Refletion on thofe Ideas gained
by Senfation, help us in this Matter: Nor could
Abftrattion, which is a Separation of our 1deas;
by which A& of the Mind a new Kind of
Ideas are obtained, which are purely intel-
leGual, afhift us in this Thing. The Reafon
hereof is clear. The Truths of the Gofpel
bave neither Connection with, nor Dependence
upon, any Branch of Truth, which a finite Un-
derftanding is capable of difcovering.

If we had a complete Knowledge of the firf?
Covenant, in the whole Compafs of its Prin-
¢iples, Precepts, Promifes and Threatenings,
we then fhould be abfolutely unable to make
the leaft Difcovery of the Do€trine of the fecond
Covenant ; for that is entirely new, and alto.
gether diftin& in its Nature, from the firft Co-
venant. And it being fo, none of its Truths
come within the Verge, even of unimpaired
and perfe& Reafon ; which fully proves the ab-
folute Impoffibility, of the human Mind gaining
the Knowledge of its Truths, by any A&s it s
able to put torth. Angels themfelves could
never have known any Thing at all of Evan-

gelical Myfteries, without fupernatural Rexem
| lation,
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lation, T'ruthsthey are, which were bid in Ged,
who ereated gll Tbmg: by fefus Chrift.

To imagine, as fome have imagined, that
the fecond Covenant is founded on Truths con-
tained in the firft; or upon thofe natural No-
tions, which we have as Men, of the moral
Perfe@ions of God; is effe®ually to defiroy
both Covenaats $ For, that lmagination, is in-
confiftent with the Nature of the Covenant
of Worke, and with the Nature of the Covenant
of Grace. The mediatorial Scheme, hath no
Relation unto, nor Agreement, in its Nature
with the Dodrine of the firf Covenant ; tho'
it is caleulated to fecure the higheft Honour to
it, by the Obedience and Death of Chrift.

Second Qbfer vation. Hence we learn what
will he the roble Employ of the Saints in the
heavenly State: wiz. The Contemplation and
Adotation of the Divine Perfe@ions, as dif-
played in the aftonithing Affair of their Reco-
very and Salvation. Some feem to pleafe them-
felves with the Thoughts of this, that in Hea-
ven they fhall become perfe Philofophers,
and have amore extenfive Knowledge of Things
created, than Adem had in Paradife: That
they thall be able to unravel Nature in her fe~
cret Caufes, numerous Operations, and multi-
plied various Effeéts. I can find nothing in
Scripture, which favouss this tickling Im .
nation : This I know, that the Souls of a%l
Saints, will be eternally entertained, with what
is infinitely more wble, fubjime and grand, than

any Thing which NatFure can poffibly fugg«:ﬁt }t]:
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the Mind. Iam clearly of the Opinion of an
eminent Divine in this Matter, who fpeaks
thus: Is sz not much to be lamented that many
Chrifisans content themfelves with a very fuper-
ficiary Knowledge of thefe Things? (i. e. Gofpel
Truths) How are the Studies, the Abilities, the
Time and Diligence of many excellent Perfons, en-
gaged in, and laid out about the Works of Nature,
and the Effects of Divine Wifdom and Power in
them, by whom any Endeavour ts enquire into this
glorious Myflery (of Chrift's Perfon) is neglected,
if not defpifed!  Alas, the Light of Divine Wif-
dom, in the greateft Works of Nature, bolds not the
Proportion of the meaneft Star unto the Sun in its
Jull Strength; unto that Glory of it which fhines in
this Myflery of God manifefl in the Plefb, and
the Work accomplifled thereby. A little Time fhall
put anEnd unto the Subject of their Enquiries, with
all the Concernment of God and Man in them for
evermore. This alone is that which fills up Eternity,
and which altho’ it be now with fome as nothing,
yet will flortly be All*. The conftant Contem-
plation on thefe glrious and fublime Myfleries,
fills the Minds of the Blefled with the higheft
Complacency and Delight, and will maintain
in them a holy Adoration of God unto Eternity.

Third Obfervation. 1f we approve of thefe
Thinge, and they are delightful unto us, as the
Glory of God thines forth in them; it is an
Evidence in itfelf, whether we allow it or not in
our own Favour, that we are the happy Subjects
of a gracious Illumination from God. For,

fuch
w Dr.Oswen of the Perfon of Chrift, p. 290, 291.
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fuch is the Nature of thefe Heavenly Myfteries,
that the carnal Mind hath not, nor can have
any Pleafure in them, 'That recesves them not,
theyare Fools/bnefs unto it, whatever is pretended
to the contrary ; it cannot know them, becaufe
they are [pirstually difcerned. And, therefore,
if the Things themfelves are agreeable to us, if
they are our chief oy, and that State is moft
defirable to us; wherein we fhall perfectly know
them, and be for ever converfant about them,
we are certainly meet for the Enjoyment of it.
Our prefent Satisfaction and Complacency in
thefe fublime Truths, as they are glorifying
unto God in all his infinite Perfetions, isa full
Evidence of our future Happinefs in the Con-
templation of them, in the World of Light and
Glory above. For, our Approbation of Hea-
venly Things is a clear Proof, That God, who
commanded the Light to fbine out of Darknefs, hath
fhined inour Hearts, to give the Light of the
Knowledge of bis Glory, in the Face (or Perfon)

of efus Chrift.
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